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Mentor Randy Schneider, with the Vilas County Sheriff’s Department, points out to Nicolas
Armstrong, 11, of Chevy Chase, Maryland, where they will be going to get the best shot at a
pheasant during the Fall C.O.P.S. Kids Hunt. “When I first shot, the pheasant flew away and I
didn’t think I got him,” Nicolas said later. But the hunting dog knew better, and returned with a
pheasant in its mouth. See story starting on Page 4.

WISCONSIN GAME WARDEN Spring 2017
Published two times a year by the Wisconsin
Conservation & Educational Foundation Inc.
P.O. Box 44, Madison, WI 53701-0044
Volume 26, No. 1

in brief
By Tim Otto
The Wisconsin Conservation & Education Foundation has
begun a new fundraising effort that will recognize each donor’s
dedication to conservation in the state.
The Legacy Gift campaign will allow donors to make a substantial contribution; the WCEF will be accepting donations such as
stocks, bonds and mutual funds from individuals and from estates
that may have tax benefits to those groups. As a charity, the WCEF
can accept Qualified Charitable Distributions that have specific tax
advantages that can vary based upon each individual’s situation.
The WCEF can also accept gifts of real estate. Gifts can be made in

a single lump sum, or on an occasional basis or reoccurring basis.
Each donor can earmark what program his or her contribution
can be used toward. For example, the WCEF supports the Wisconsin DNR’s Honor Guard, Learn-to-Hunt programs, and several
scholarships. A donor could also decide to establish a scholarship
in his or her memory. The WCEF also contributes to statewide and
national officer memorials.
If you are interested in giving a Legacy Gift, please begin discussing this with your family and a tax planning professional.
Then, contact Tim Otto or your regional WCEF or WCWA representative to begin discussions about how to extend your personal
legacy. Otto can be reached at Timothy.Otto@wisconsin.gov.

5th annual WCEF banquet raises $19,000
By Barbara A. Schmitz
Put together nearly 270 people who share a passion for the outdoors and what do you get?
A lot of fun and a lot of money raised for a good cause.
It was all part of the Wisconsin Conservation & Education
Foundation 5th Annual Conservation Banquet on March 4. WCEF
President Bill Engfer said the banquet raised more than $19,000,
thanks, in part, to 25-30 raffles and silent auctions held throughout
the night.
Engfer said more women and children attended this year’s
banquet than in past years. It’s a trend he hopes will continue. “I’m
happy to see more of a family atmosphere,” he said. “It goes to the
heart of what we are trying to do.”
This year’s raffle included some of the usual things, such as firearms, bows, trip packages, hunting and outdoor related equipment
and artwork. But it also included other more unique items, such as
a warden centennial rifle, a complete trap tag set and a stained glass
dream catcher, as well as more guided fishing trips.
Engfer said the goal of the banquet is two-fold. One goal is to
raise money for programs that encourage or allow people to participate in outdoor activities, and the second goal is to give people a
chance to try new sports and activities through some of the guided
hunts or fishing trips that are raffled or auctioned off. “It’s a double
win from my perspective,” he said.
Retired Warden Jill Schartner again donated a week vacation at
her family’s cabin near Drummond with a pontoon or a guided
bear hunt. Why does she support the event so much?
It’s easy to explain, she said. As a warden, she received a grant annually from the WCEF/WCWA to support learn-to-hunt events.
“I couldn’t have done it without the $500 grant every year,”
Schartner said. “This is just my way of paying it forward. I was a
warden. We all work together to make a difference.”
Debbie Wilson again donated a handmade wildlife quilt for the
raffle because she believes in all the WCEF does. The quilt included
31 different designs with matching pillowcases, and took more than
200 hours to complete.
Outside of individual donations, the annual Conservation Banquet is the only fundraising that the WCEF currently does.
Proceeds will go toward projects that fulfill the Foundation’s mission of supporting and promoting conservation education in Wisconsin, which includes student scholarships to UW-Stevens Point.
Engfer stressed that the banquet couldn’t occur without the
volunteers, sponsors and donors. “It would be impossible to do this
without them. But we do it because it is rewarding; none of us are
paid.”
Engfer said he alone puts in about 500 hours a year toward operation of the Foundation. “I had a great career in this field, and it
allows me to pay it forward. Anything I can do to help other people
come out and enjoy all Wisconsin has to offer is what this is really
all about.”

Bruce and Barb Darkow, Cottage Grove, admire a wildlife quilt created by Debbie
Wilson that was raffled off at the WCEF banquet.

The WCEF banquet is as much as it is about the people and the camaraderie, as it
is about raising money.

WCWA/WCEF offers new $1,000 scholarship
The WCWA/WCEF is offering a new $1,000 scholarship that
is open to graduate or post-graduate children, stepchildren,
grandchildren or step-grandchildren of active WCWA members,
or active WCWA members themselves.
The student must be attending an accredited four-year
college or university. The scholarship will be awarded upon successful completion of the first semester or subsequent semesters with at least 12 credits earned and a GPA of 2.8 or higher.
All applications will be reviewed and ranked by the scholarship committee, and all applicants will be notified of the
outcome.
To apply, go to the WCEF website, wiconservationfoundation.
org, and download the application form. Applications are due
May 1, 2017.
Wisconsin Game Warden
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C.O.P.S.

KIDS CAMP
BY BARBARA A. SCHMITZ

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES UNITE TO PROVIDE HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR CHILDREN WHOSE PARENT HAS BEEN KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY
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ALONE WE CAN DO SO
LITTLE, TOGETHER WE
CAN DO SO MUCH.
Patrick Novesky knows the truth behind that
simple statement once uttered by Helen Keller.
For in teamwork, he and a group of volunteers
are working to change the lives of children — at
least for five days each year— whose parents
have been killed in the line of duty.
Novesky, a Tomahawk conservation warden,
had volunteered at the Concerns of Police
Survivors summer camp in East Troy, Wisconsin in the past. But he recognized the need to
do something more for a much smaller group
of youth who wanted to expand their shooting
skills and actually hunt.
“At the summer camp, we get kids interested
in the outdoors and they learn to shoot bow
and arrows and BB guns, but we can’t take them
into the woods,” he said. “But at our fall hunt,
they actually get to use their skills in the field.”
In November 2015, he and a group of volunteers held their first C.O.P.S. learn-to-hunt
camp in northern Wisconsin. That year, parents
and children from four states participated.
In 2016, the event was held in October, and
campers came from three states — Arizona,
Maryland and Minnesota — with the children
ranging in age from 9 to 16.
“When you do it for the kids, things just
come together,” Novesky said. “It’s amazing
what can be accomplished when you put likeminded people together who share the same
passion for a particular cause.”
That’s an understatement.
Herb and Mary Jo Hoover donated the use of
their 200-acre property near Alvin, Wisconsin
for the hunt, and Mary Jo kept busy cooking
a warm and nutritious lunch Saturday for the
volunteers and families. Fourteen mentors and
volunteers from the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources, U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, Oneida County Sheriff ’s Department,
Vilas County Sheriff ’s Department, Wisconsin
Photos from top: Amy Patrick, 16, and mentor Ashley Look pose with a
pheasant Amy shot during the fall C.O.P.S. learn-to-hunt camp. Mentor Kara
Gannon shows Logan Armstrong where his brother shot the pheasant, while
Brad and Traeton Forgarty look on. Lisa and Zachary Wargo head out with
mentor Mitch Ellis from the Oneida County Sheriff’s Department for a morning of duck hunting. Mentor Randy Schneider helps Zachary Wargo prepare
for pheasant hunting.

Department of Corrections, Crandon Police
Department, and the Great Lakes Indian
Fish & Wildlife Commission, as well as private citizens, volunteered their time to make
the event a success.
What causes people to come together
and volunteer their time or donate their
facilities?
“We just enjoy helping kids,” Herb
Hoover said. “Anytime you can get people
interested and involved in the outdoors is a
plus,” Mary Jo added.
Randy Schneider, a Vilas County sheriff
recreational deputy, volunteered for his
second year at the C.O.P.S. fall hunt. “I grew
up hunting and fishing, and I’m the son of
a police officer,” he said. “I wanted to help
make memories for these kids, just as I have
memories of hunting with my dad.”
Schneider said he was impressed with
the kids’ perseverance. “The shotgun really
kicked one boy, and I thought he would be
done. But he kept going. They stayed out
in crummy weather and got up early, but
didn’t complain. We do a lot in three days;
plus, there are the dynamics when you are
dealing with different ages. But the younger
kids really stepped up to compete with the
older kids.”
Holly Berkstresser, western district
warden with the Great Lakes Indian Fish
& Wildlife Commission, was also back for
her second year of volunteering because
“it’s such a blast.” She also volunteers at the
C.O.P.S. summer camp. “But this fall camp
gives you much more one-on-one time with
the parents and kids,” said Berkstresser, of
Spooner. “It’s an opportunity to get to know
them on an intimate level.”

She said she enjoys giving the families
experiences they normally wouldn’t have,
and she has become Facebook friends with
many of them. “We really tried to give them
the Wisconsin experience this year, even in
the food we served, everything from wild
rice harvested by (Wisconsin DNR Warden)
Jim Jung to cranberries.”
Ashley Look, federal wildlife officer with
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services in Litchfield, Minnesota, said this was her first year
volunteering for the C.O.P.S. fall hunt, and
she already plans to be back in 2017. “I got
into this field largely because I like to teach
kids how to hunt,” she said. “Giving them
the resources to do something like this on
their own is extremely satisfying.”
But the smiles on the faces of not only the
youth, but also the surviving parents, are a
big reason why people continue to volunteer for C.O.P.S. events.
“Can I go out again?” or “Are there are
any birds left?” was asked over and over
again by the youth after their first attempt
at pheasant hunting Saturday. They wanted
a second, and even a third try at shooting
a pheasant. “The way these kids are going,
we are going to be out here until midnight,”
Novesky said mid-afternoon, laughing.
Families arrived Wednesday evening and
stayed at Camp Luther in Three Lakes, Wisconsin. The days afterward were filled with
a variety of activities — from firearm safety
and training, to shooting clay pigeons, to
hunting everything from turkey, grouse,
waterfowl and pheasants. Novesky said parents are also encouraged to hunt with their
children so there will be follow up when
they go back home.

C.O.P.S. at a glance
•	Concerns of Police Survivors, or C.O.P.S., was established in 1984 with 110 individual members.
•	Today, C.O.P.S. membership is more than 37,000, which includes spouses, children, parents, siblings, significant others, and affected co-workers of officers killed
in the line of duty.
•	There is no membership fee to join C.O.P.S., for as its website states, “the price paid
is already too high.”
•	The C.O.P.S. national office in Camdenton, Missouri administers programs and services, but more than 50 chapters nationwide work with survivors at the grassroots
level. Wisconsin has held a C.O.P.S. summer camp for children and spouses at the
Salvation Army Camp in East Troy since 2004. Its fall hunt started in 2015.
•	About 150 officers are killed each year in the line of duty.
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There was also time for hanging out and
talking with people who quickly became
friends.
Kelley Armstrong, of Chevy Chase,
Maryland, said she decided to bring her two
sons, Nicolas, 11, and Logan, 9, to Wisconsin for the fall hunt because the summer
C.O.P.S. camp has been such a good experience.
“It’s an opportunity to provide them
with good role models, and for them to
have a chance to have fun and learn that
they shouldn’t be terrified of guns,” she
said. Her husband, Detective Cpl. Kenneth Armstrong, died in an automobile
accident while responding to a robbery in
August 2007. At the time, he was working
for the Montgomery Police Department in
Alabama.
Armstrong said activities like this fall
hunt are life changing as her sons learn they
are not the only ones to lose their father. It
isn’t always easy. Although it’s been nearly
10 years, Logan still gets upset at times that
Nicolas knew his father longer. “He’s always
been jealous because Nicolas had more time
with his dad,” she said.
Michelle Patrick, of Lake Mendota
Heights, Minnesota, heard about the fall
hunt at a sponsor’s retreat last year, and
knew it was something her daughter, Amy,
16, would want to do. While Patrick isn’t
fond of guns herself — her husband, Mendota Heights Police Officer Scott Patrick,
died in July 2014 when he was shot and
killed while making a traffic stop — she
came along and instead shot her Nikon
camera.
Although it was Amy’s first time hunting,
she said she was determined not to make it
her last.
“A lot of my uncles hunt, so hopefully one
of them will be willing to take me out,” she
said. Another possibility is Look, one of the
mentors who lives about 1.5 hours away.
“We exchanged phone numbers,” Look
said. “I told Amy she just had to call … and
we would figure something out.”
Amy enjoyed all the days, but said turkey
hunting was probably her favorite activity,
even though they only saw turkeys as they
walked up to their blind. “I just liked sitting
there; the suspense was fun.”
Beth Coleman, of New River, Arizona,
and Lisa Wargo, of Glendale, Arizona,
agreed to attend the Wisconsin hunt with

If it takes a village to raise a child, it takes a lot of volunteers to put on a learn-to-hunt camp. Front row, from left are C.O.P.S. camp participants Amy Patrick, Zachary
Wargo and Connor Coleman, and volunteers Traeton Forgarty and Ashley Look with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. Back row, from left, include volunteers Brad
Fogarty with the Oneida County Sheriff’s Department, Jim Jung with the Wisconsin DNR, Holly Berkstresser with the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission,
mother Michelle Patrick, Randy Schneider with the Vilas County Sheriff’s Department, mother Lisa Wargo, Pat Novesky with the Wisconsin DNR, mother Beth Coleman, landowners Mary Jo and Herb Hoover, Dave Callovi and Dan and Kara Gannon of the Wisconsin Department of Corrections and DanKar Kennels. Not pictured is
C.O.P.S. campers Kelley, Nicolas and Logan Armstrong. The WCWA donated $300 toward the fall hunt.

their sons, Connor Coleman, 11, and Zachary Wargo, also 11. The two met at another
C.O.P.S. event after their husbands were
killed in the line of duty. William Coleman,
of the Maricopa County Sheriff ’s Office
in Arizona, died in January 2012 when he
was shot and killed while responding to a
burglary call. Deputy Sheriff David Wargo
Jr. died in 2012, nine years after suffering head injuries from being dragged by a
vehicle that reached speeds up to 50 mph in
a supermarket parking lot.
Wargo said that Zachary didn’t need any
convincing to attend the Wisconsin hunt.
In fact, the two were the only repeats from
the 2015 event. “He signed himself up for
the fall hunt during the summer C.O.P.S.
program when I wasn’t around,” she said,
laughing. With such a small group of kids
attending the fall hunt, Wargo said she
knew that Zachary would continue to get
the attention needed to become a safe and
proficient hunter.
But it was the opportunity for the boys to
work with “great mentors” that made both
mothers decide to make the trek, even if it
meant leaving behind 85-degree weather.
“The mentors who take the time out of their
personal lives to spend time with our kids is
priceless,” Wargo said.
While the hunting part of the program

is definitely fun, it’s the nights that Wargo
most looks forward to. “I love the evenings
when we reflect on what the kids learned,”
she said. “And it’s also the time we get to
spend together, just the two of us…”
It’s also what Zachary looks forward to. “I
get to hang out with my mom, without my
brothers,” he said, adding with a grin that
they are fools.
Coleman agreed that the nights at camp
are special. “It’s such an intimate, small
group and so laid back,” she said.
Plus, there are the laughs as they recall
the day’s events and activities. “I felt like
I was a big marshmallow puff in blaze
orange,” Wargo said, describing the layers
needed to dress properly for fall hunts in
Wisconsin.
It’s the cold that Zachary said he’ll also
remember most. “It’s a lot different than
being in Arizona.”
But Connor, guided by retired Eagle
River Police Department officer Mike
Olkowski, will remember a leak in his waders. “I was sure my foot wasn’t just cold,”
he said, “but no one believed me until I
dumped out a whole boot full of water after
duck hunting.”
In fact, it seems like the whole group
will best remember duck hunting with the
rain and a very early morning start. “Our

mentors were two avid duck hunters,” said
Wargo about mentors Mitch Ellis from the
Oneida County Sheriff ’s Department and
Jon Keckeisen from the Crandon Police
Department. “They were trying to get
hundreds of decoys out and the boat kept
moving. It was comical. There were so many
ducks and many were dive-bombing us.
Finally, we were all settled in and ready. The
rain stopped, the season officially opened
and there was not one duck to be seen. We
learned that when the weather is bad, the
hunting is good.”
But don’t take that story to mean they
didn’t have a good time.
“I’m sure we’ll be back,” Wargo said. “We
love the hunt, and Zachary loves to shoot.”
Coleman, too, is certain they’ll be back.
“I should really bring my daughter, and
take the kids alternate years,” she said. “But
I don’t think Connor will let me,” she said,
smiling.
She is probably right. “I may let my mom
take my sister next year,” Connor said. “But
I will definitely be back.”
Would you like to help or provide financial support for the fall 2017 learn-to-hunt
C.O.P.S. camp? Contact Patrick Novesky at
patrick.novesky@wi.gov to learn how you
can contribute. C.O.P.S. participants pay
only their travel expenses to Wisconsin.
Wisconsin Game Warden
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who went on to win state and national titles.
Palmer says the first pistol shoot in 1967
had humble beginnings with 10 wardens
competing — five wardens from Minnesota and five wardens Palmer recruited to
represent Wisconsin. Back then, there was
no authorization or support from either
state agency.
“We bought that jug from a junk shop
in Superior and it became the team match
trophy,” Palmer recalls. “Over the years, the
event grew in popularity and became more
formal, but it was known as The Jug Shoot.”
Palmer transferred to Madison in 1969
and Irwin died the following year. “The
team captains from the states immediately
renamed the match in Basil’s honor,” he
says. The new name became the Annual
Basil Irwin Memorial Pistol Match.
As the years wore on, state budgets and
administrations changed. And so did the
annual shoot’s participation and purpose.

The Wisconsin DNR Conservation Warden Team at the 2016 Basil Irwin Shoot
included, from left, Dan Michels, Bob Jumbeck, Chris Shea, Wade Romberg, Kyle
Dilley, Ryan Volenberg and David Allen. The Wisconsin team came in third place.

IRWIN SHOOT ALLOWS WARDENS TO CONNECT
WITH OFFICERS FROM DIFFERENT STATES
History of multi-state warden shoot goes back 50 years to Olympic runner, old jug
By Joanne M. Haas
A former U.S. Olympic track runner/
national rifle team coach-turned-warden
found an old junk jug in Superior, Wisconsin and declared it the traveling trophy for
what he envisioned as a friendly, yet competitive, warden contest between Minnesota
and Wisconsin officers.
That was 50 years ago when Basil Irwin,
the late Minnesota warden, had the brainstorm and went on to hold the first pistol
shoot match between the wardens of his
state and neighboring Wisconsin.
Retired Wisconsin DNR Warden Jim
Palmer was there. Warden Ryan Volenberg
of Columbia County was not because he
wasn’t born yet. Yet, the two share a passion
for this chapter of warden history that has
evolved into a lively tradition focused on
efficient, effective law enforcement.
Volenberg, who has competed at the
shoot five years, says the ability to connect
with officers from other states is the real
8
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payoff of this annual event. This is why he
is on a mission to fix the situation that too
many Wisconsin conservation wardens
have no idea what the Basil Irwin Shoot is
or what it represents.
But first Volenberg turned to Palmer for a
history lesson.

Aim, fire: The Jug Shoot starts
In the 1960s, Palmer was a rookie warden
stationed in Superior when he met Irwin,
then stationed in Sandstone, Minnesota.
As the story goes, Irwin spent his formative
years in the small community of Warman,
Minnesota. That’s where his father had a
hardware store and Basil had a lot of hunting opportunities that helped him sharpen
his shooting skills. He also became quite a
cross-country runner.
As Palmer recalls, Irwin was a wiry
guy with a gray crew cut. He drove a red
Mustang and flew his own Piper plane. He
started as a Minnesota game warden in June
1928, left briefly to serve in county government, returned to his warden duties in 1945
and served until his death in 1970.
Palmer says Irwin was something of a
national legend for his athletic skills and
competitive nature. Irwin was such a good
runner that he was a member of the 1924
Olympic team; he also coached shooters

Pistol Match more than a shoot, and more
than a day
Volenberg says the event grew to include
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. And it grew from
a competitive shoot to a training opportunity — and a time for the wardens from the
states to share.
The first day includes a roundtable discussion. “It is a time for wardens to share
what is going on in their states,” Volenberg
says. “Wardens can learn from each other
to keep improving service, or to try new
things, or to know not to repeat the same
mistakes.”
The second half of the first day is consumed with practice sessions at the three
courses.
Volenberg says there are three parts of
the competition, which total 120 rounds.
One is a 30-round bull’s eye target. Second
is a 60-round course that involves moving and shooting from cover and involves
reloads and shooting at targets from 3 to 50
yards. The third course is 30 rounds of steel
knock-down courses and shooting from
movement.
“And, of course, all of it is timed,” he
says. “Your highest score is 1,200 if you are
perfect. But, who is?”
Day two is the shoot and awards ceremony with photos.

Above: The competition includes three rounds and
the highest possible score is 1,200. Near Right:
Wisconsin retired DNR warden Jim Palmer was at
the first pistol shoot held 50 years ago, and took
the top prize in 1973 for highest score. Far Right:
Warden Ryan Voelnberg.

A hand on history with a life-saving
purpose
Wisconsin hosted the 2016 shoot, which
was held Aug.16-17 at Southwest Technical
College in Fennimore. Volenberg says 2016
was special in that a Minnesota warden
brought the actual active duty pistol used by
Basil Irwin.
“Everyone was able to fire one round
from it and then sign the history book,”
Volenberg says.
Minnesota won the 2016 shoot as it has
the last 15 years, while Iowa took silver and
Wisconsin took bronze. The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service came in fourth.
At the 2016 shoot, Wisconsin DNR
wardens Dan Michels, Wade Romberg, Bob
Jumbeck, Chris Shea, David Allen and Kyle
Dilley joined Volenberg.
The event has grown to include a retired
warden division that attracts eight to 15
each year. At this year’s shoot, Wisconsin
DNR retired Wardens Byron Goetsch and
Dale ‘Swede’ Erlandson participated.
“Historically, the annual shoot has significance for getting wardens together across
the state lines,” Volenberg says. “Wisconsin
wardens on the Mississippi River work
closely with wardens from Minnesota and
Iowa and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
But some wardens who work in the state,
far from the borders, have never met their
counterparts.”

Volenberg calls it a way to create teamwork and accomplish professional development. “In fact, I just got an email from the
training officer in another state asking for
our policy on an issue. This is a valuable
relationship that allows law enforcement
agencies to learn and to help each other,
which in turn helps the public we serve.”
And, the shoot itself is training. Preparing for the shoot is about improving your
tactical skills. Volenberg says: “It’s a very
cool piece of history and includes the training to improve your skills with handguns. It
is a difficult thought, but how proficient you
are with your tactical skills can determine if
you go home that day or have six wardens
carry your casket into your funeral.”
Volenberg feels so strongly about the
match’s value that he has taken to spreading
the word among the warden service. He’s
looking for any warden who wants to become a piece of the living history, while also
improving his or her shooting skills and
learning from counterparts in other states.
“It’s a blast,” Volenberg says “Regardless of
how you shoot, or if you shoot to your level
or not, getting together with the wardens
from the other states is so valuable.”
JOANNE HAAS is a program and policy
analyst with the Wisconsin DNR Bureau of
Law Enforcement.
Wisconsin Game Warden
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fruits of their labor | photos of harvested fish, game
If you have pictures of you or someone in your family who has harvested game, we would love to feature them! Email photos to Editor Barbara
Schmitz at write2us@sbcglobal.net, or mail them to 1705 Graber St., Oshkosh, WI 54901. Please make sure to include a brief photo description.

Warden Meghan Jensen harvested this La Crosse County turkey with an 8.5-inch
beard and 1-inch spurs on her first day ever turkey hunting in April 2016. Jensen
recalled: “He flew down from the roost, landed about 40 yards from my location, ran
uphill toward my decoys and started attacking my Jake decoy. After watching the
‘show’ and waiting for him to step away from my decoy, I took my shot. Everything
happened in a matter of minutes. It was definitely a great first hunt!”

ABOVE: McKenzie Konichek, 11, shows off the first bear she harvested while hunting with her father, DNR Warden Kirk Konichek, under a mentored hunting license
on Sept. 9, 2016. Also pictured is McKenzie’s grandfather, Mike. RIGHT: Tim Otto and Aldo, his American water spaniel, with two Poynette roosters that were killed
while hunting on state land.

Warden Peter Carlson spent many days in the field
last fall with new hunters, such as Wyatt Hanna,
whom Carlson mentored on his first dove hunt.
10
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Logan Bjork, 13, of Phillips, Wisconsin, grandson of retired warden Don Bjork, shot his first buck, a fourpointer, during the 2016 youth hunt in Bayfield County.

Warden Molly Detjens had a successful day on the ice of a central
Wisconsin lake on Dec. 16, 2016.

Warden Dale Romback caught and released this musky on the Bay of Green
Bay with the help of Warden Jeff Lautenslager, who netted it. The musky
measured 50½ inches.

Conservation Warden Adam Hanna and his son, Wyatt, on their family’s annual
Christmas Day rabbit hunt.
Wisconsin Game Warden
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wcwa sponsored programs

Grant used to
buy all-terrain
wheelchair
provides mobility
for physically
disabled
By Tom Thoresen
A $300 grant from the Wisconsin Conservation Warden Association helped to fund
one of Access Ability Wisconsin’s all-terrain
wheelchairs or ATWs. Those with physical
disabilities can use the ATWs to participate
in Wisconsin’s DNR hunter education safety
classes and to access outdoor opportunities.
Access Ability Wisconsin is dedicated
to facilitating and providing the means
for individuals with mobility challenges
to access and enjoy Wisconsin’s natural
resources. Formed in 2013 by a core group
of hunter education instructors in Dane
County, AAW became an initiative of the
Dane County Pheasants Forever organization, thereby becoming a non-profit 501(c)3
organization in which donations are tax
deductible and stay local.
Run by volunteers, AAW partnered with
numerous businesses and conservation
organizations such as the WCWA to acquire Photos from the top: Hunter Education instructor Ed Brummel waves his hand to tell students it’s time
its first ATW in 2015. Using an ATW is free to join him and instructor Monica Kamal for the mock blood trail during the field day class at the Oregon
Sportsman’s Club in Oregon, Wisconsin. Gabe Walle bagged his first bear using an ATW provided by Access
for the public, but requires a $50 deposit
Ability Wisconsin. Instructor Monica Kamal uses the ATW during a hunter education safety field day.
to ensure the ATW is returned clean. The
ATW can traverse most outdoor terrain in
ing recreational opportunities for physically challenged people is
various weather conditions that manual or
deserving of support and one reason why individuals and organizapower wheelchairs cannot. It also makes it easier for those ustions are helping support AAW. In 2016, AAW acquired three addiing other mobility equipment, such as walkers, canes or crutches.
tional outdoor wheelchairs for use by the public. The AAW encourThese outdoor wheelchairs are quiet as they run on two rechargeages you to learn more and visit its website, AccessAbilityWI.org,
able batteries for up to four hours. The total cost of each ATW,
or “Like” them on Facebook at facebook.com/pg/AccessAbilityWI.
accessories and trailer is close to $16,500.
This is a program that deserves to grow so that as many people as
Wisconsin has more than 500,000 people who have a disability
possible can fully use and enjoy our natural resources.
that limits their access to enjoy the state’s parks, wildlife areas and
The AAW thanks the Wisconsin Conservation Warden Associaprivate lands. Dane County has more than 44,000 individuals with
tion
for “Joining Forces.”
a permanent disability. The clear mission and objective of provid12
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Left: The beaver dam lodge wetland boardwalk shortly after it was filled. Right: Bob Goerlinger stands by the beaver sign and the beaver pond and lodge, which is
part of the children’s garden section of the Harmony Demonstration Garden near Marinette.

Interpretive signage helps to educate children
By Bob Goerlinger
Interpretive signage has been added to a children’s garden near
Marinette, thanks to a Wisconsin Conservation Warden Association grant.
The $300 grant allowed the two signs to be installed in the children’s garden section of the Harmony Demonstration Garden, a
3-acre enclosed public garden located on the 468-acre Marinette
County property known as the Harmony Arboretum, approximately 7 miles from Marinette.
This is the first interpretive type of signage used on the property. It is a nice upgrade from laminated paper. The wetland sign
was installed along a new boardwalk while the beaver facts sign
was displayed at the beaver pond lodge. Both educational signs
credit the WCWA/WCEF for providing the funding. A vendor
in Escanaba made the “InterpreTUFF” product signs, and the
arboretum is working to get more signage drafted.
To qualify for the sign grant as a retired warden member
of WCWA, I had to be completely involved in designing and
displaying both signs, though I did receive help from the UWExtension that oversees the gardens. I was also extensively
involved in creating the beaver pond dam and lodge, with a cut
away view of a busy beaver inside for the public to view, and
learn the importance of wetlands. I personally volunteered more

than 500 hours; I also had a little help from retired wardens
Mike Kitt, Randy Rossing and Ron Kazmierczak, who obtained
approval to use a boatload of beaver cuttings from a U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service refuge. There was a shortage of beaver activity
in the Marinette area. I had to make many of the cuttings myself
from rot-resistant cedar using a dull chipper to resemble chewing. Authentic cuttings were added on top to conceal the realistic
looking imposters. Very often new visitors are fooled by the
exhibit and ask what we feed beavers! For liability, the shallow
pond is fenced like a pen, but I did add attractive branches to the
design.
Thanks to the new features, we now often hear that children
are excited about choosing the gardens for frequent visits instead
of the playground. Conservation education staff used the signs
as backdrop with their annual school group rotations.
I was dedicated to this project partly because there is no other
nearby nature educational center in this area. I also helped upgrade the popular “chipmunk tunnel,” which is a unique educational display of creatures that live underground. As a board
member of the Northern Lights Master Gardeners Association, I
find the “harmony with nature” concept in the garden setting at
Harmony a rather fulfilling, yet challenging community service
project in my retirement.
Thanks again, WCWA!
Wisconsin Game Warden
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State’s warden service weathers
organizational changes

FBI Academy is
‘pinnacle of career’
By Barbara A. Schmitz
The homeland security
administrator for the Wisconsin
DNR became the sixth department member ever to graduate
from the Federal Bureau of Investigation National Academy.
Brian Knepper, former conservation warden in Clark and
Washburn counties, was one of
222 officers who graduated in
December from the 266th session of the Quantico, Virginia
academy. Graduates consisted
of men and women from 48
states and 20 international
countries, including Spain,
France, Denmark, Switzerland,
Slovenia, Egypt and others, as
well as five military organizations and eight federal civilian
organizations.
Knepper said he applied for
the academy about 2 ½ years
ago after hearing about the
training from colleagues at the
Wisconsin State Patrol and
Department of Justice. “As part
of my job, I’m a conduit to other
state, federal and tribal agencies,” he said. “My job is to be
a resource, to extend an olive
branch to other agencies, and
coordinate public safety efforts.”
Not only did Knepper have to
apply to the FBI Academy, but
he also needed the recommendation of his department. For
some, it takes 10 years before
they are accepted into the program, he said.
The 11-week program is a
combination of physical fitness
and academics. Knepper took
14 Spring 2017

five classes in subjects as varied
as counter-terrorism, crisis
negotiation, advanced communication, law enforcement
leadership and psychology of
leadership. He said his favorite
classes were behavioral science,
which dug into the criminal
mind, and crisis negotiation.
He was proud to receive an
overall 3.974 GPA during the
academy.
FBI special agents and
supervisors taught many of the
classes. The crisis negotiation
session, however, was taught by
the FBI’s chief negotiator who
took part in the Somali pirate
case, where bandits pirated a
private yacht and killed all four
on board and who later received
life terms in U.S. prisons; and
the 2013 Alabama bunker
hostage crisis, where a 65-yearold man boarded a school bus,
killed the driver, and took a
5-year-old boy hostage and
placed him in an underground
bunker.
Occasional field trips were
also part of the training, and
Knepper said he was able to
receive a tour of the president’s
Marine 1 helicopter. On weekends, he spent his time doing
homework or visiting tourist
attractions such as Gettysburg,
the 9-11 Memorial, the Statute
of Liberty, and the Changing of
the Guard at Arlington National
Cemetery.
But the main thing Knepper
took from the training is the
importance of networking and
partnerships, something he

Wardens’ focus remains on protecting people, resources and quality of life
By Thomas Thoresen

Top: Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation James Comey, left, congratulates Brian Knepper, homeland security administrator for the Wisconsin DNR,
after successfully graduating from the FBI National Academy in December 2016.
Above: Brian Knepper and his Section #4 physical fitness class. The instructor is
in the front row, far left.

deals with daily in his role at the
DNR. “I got a first-hand look
on how networking is done on
a federal and international level
while I was there. By networking with other federal, state, and
local agencies, I came across
many unique ideas on how to
make things better here at the
DNR and ultimately, for public
safety in Wisconsin.
“The FBI academy really
gave me a fresh perspective on
my job,” he said. “I sincerely
want to make our bureau the
best place to work for a law
enforcement officer in the state
of Wisconsin. I have always
wanted to move the wardens
forward by watching for and
creating opportunities. I am
very attached to my job and
programs. I try to see opportu-

nities as well as landmines well
in advance.”
Knepper said the academy
was a great experience, and he
recommends others pursue it.
“But it is a commitment. From
the time I applied to the time
I was ready to depart, I had
two little children, including
a three-week-old baby boy. I
have to give a huge thank you
to my beyond supportive wife.
I might be paying for my time
away for quite some time. For
many, however, the national
academy is the pinnacle of a
career and if you get accepted
into the program, you don’t
pass it up. Honestly, most good
opportunities in life never
come at the best time, but that
is what separates the doers
from the second guessers.”

In 1879, Rolla Baker became Wisconsin’s first conservation
warden, hired as a fish warden in Bayfield. Over the 138-year
history of the Wisconsin warden service, men and women have
put on the badge and uniform of two departments: the Wisconsin
Conservation Department from 1908-1968, and the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources from 1968 to the present.
Regardless of the department they served, the conservation
wardens’ focus has been to protect people, natural resources and
the quality of life in Wisconsin. The warden service has had several organizational changes over the last 100 years. The biggest
change came as a result of the Kellett Reorganization of State
Government that Gov. Warren Knowles commissioned from 1965
-1967 and that took effect with Chapter 75 laws of 1967 on July
1, 1968.
Knowles had given William Kellett, then president of Kimberly
Clark Corp., the charge of making Wisconsin state government as
efficient and effective as possible, while still providing high levels of service to Wisconsin taxpayers. Using a process that many
business and government experts use, the Kellett Commission
reduced the number of state agencies from 96 to 28. The Conservation Department was merged with Resource Development and
parts of the Public Service Commission, and most experts agree
that this has been an excellent structure to build upon.
However, there have been several unsuccessful efforts to split
the DNR since 1969. Most recently, several legislators wanted
to split and divide the DNR into possibly five different agencies.
Five former DNR secretaries, as well current DNR Secretary
Cathy Stepp, all counseled against such a move, pointing out that
splitting the DNR would not be an effective or efficient way to
achieve the DNR’s mission. They emphasized the benefits of the
Kellett reorganization and urged internal changes be considered
first where necessary.
The biggest change that occurred for conservation wardens
as a result of the Kellett reorganization was the supervisory and
reporting system. The supervisory system went from a Central
Office line organization by function, to a line-staff function with
six DNR regions and 17 DNR areas within the regions. This
meant that the Central Office set conservation law enforcement

policy, program direction, hiring and budgets, which were then
implemented by the regions. The regional director supervised the
regional wardens, now the captains in law enforcement, as well
as the area directors and all the DNR programs in that region.
These area directors supervised the area warden, who in turn
supervised their field conservation wardens.
It was a highly decentralized system that did cause some conflicts and inconsistencies within the various programs, especially
in law enforcement. So much, in fact, that in 1973-74, a legislator from Wausau named Tony Earl, who later went on to become
DNR secretary and Wisconsin’s governor, introduced Assembly
Bill 87, which was set to recreate a line organization and division
for the conservation wardens.
While many wardens supported this change, some did not. Those
who opposed it and came to speak against it at the public hearing
were known as “The Dirty Dozen.” The end result of the legislation was a reshuffling to create Law Enforcement as a division in
1974, although the line staff reporting remained the same. Andrew
Damon, then deputy DNR secretary, became the first law enforcement division administrator. Both the Central Office and conservation wardens in the field made this reporting system work.
In 1988, the DNR reorganized and eliminated the area directors,
making regional wardens responsible for directly supervising the
first line conservation warden supervisors. In the 1995 DNR reorganization, the warden service remained mostly unchanged with
the exception of the North Central and Northwest regions being
combined and a few counties switching regional reports. In 2012,
the conservation wardens and the Bureau of Law Enforcement
again became a direct line organization, reporting directly to the
DNR chief conservation warden and the DNR secretary.
The conservation warden service has been able to provide a costeffective, high-level service to Wisconsin’s citizens and natural
resources by an organizational structure focused on achieving the
DNR’s mission. While internal reporting changes have occurred
over the years, the focus of protecting our environment, fish and
wildlife, as well as providing safe recreational opportunities, has
always been a cornerstone of the conservation wardens’ work.
THOMAS THORESEN is a retired deputy chief conservation
warden. Retired Chief Conservation Wardens Randy Stark and
Ralph Christensen contributed to this story.
Wisconsin Game Warden
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in brief

Articles, photos sought for Spring ’17 issue

Wisconsin Game Warden Magazine is looking for articles. The deadline for the Fall issue
is Aug. 15, 2017. We are particularly looking for stories that highlight the history of the
warden force as well as highlight the great work that wardens do in their communities to
protect our natural resources and promote outdoor recreation.
Articles can be submitted to Managing Editor Barbara Schmitz at 1705 Graber St.,
Oshkosh, WI 54901, or emailed as a Word documents to write2us@sbcglobal.net.
Photographs are strongly encouraged. Please remember to set your cameras to the highest
resolution setting. Emailed photos should be at least 4” x 6” and 300 dpi, or 8” x 10” and at
least 150 dpi.
Do you have a picture of you or your family with fish or game they’ve harvested in
Wisconsin or elsewhere? These will be included in the “Fruits of their Labor” feature.
Photos can be mailed to Schmitz at the above address. They will be returned, if requested.
If you have questions, you can also call Schmitz at (920) 235-0972.

Don’t forget to notify us when you move

If you are moving or have moved, don’t forget to tell Wisconsin Game Warden Magazine.
The post office does not forward or return the magazines since they are mailed Third
Class. That means the Association has no way of knowing which members are not
receiving their copies.
For address changes or general mailing questions, contact Ryan Propson at
wcwamembership@gmail.com.

Renew your WCWA Membership Online

If you want to subscribe or renew your membership to the Wisconsin Conservation
Warden Association, all you need to do is go to its website.
Go to www.wigamewarden.com, click on the “About” link and then “Become a member”
link.
All memberships expire June 30. A one-year membership is $25, a three-year
membership is $50, and a lifetime membership is $250.
If you have questions, contact Ryan Propson at wcwamembership@gmail.com.

5 Questions
about 5
Wardens
By Harland Steinhorst
Can you answer these five questions
about five wardens from 1891 to 1987
and their past? Answers can be found
on Page 20.
1. What conservation warden was
a survivor of the sinking of troopship
TUSCANIA by a German submarine
in February of 1918?
2. Who was the first collegeeducated field warden?
3. What conservation warden was
a star fullback for the Wisconsin
Badgers football team in the late
1940s?
4. What fish and game warden
was the first native American to be
appointed by Chief Warden D.W.
Fernandez of Oshkosh?
5. Can you name the fish and game
warden charged with murdering a
Chippewa chief in Washburn County
in 1894?

LOOKING BACK | by Harland Steinhorst
125 years ago
•	First year of enforcement of Chapter 398, Laws of 1891, pertaining to
restriction of the use of devices other
than hook and line in the Fox and Wolf
rivers and Winnebago, Poygan, Winneconne and Butte des Morts lakes.
100 years ago
•	Warden force purchased two Ford
Model T cars.
•	First year of the “settler” license; a settler was a resident of less than one year.
•	The first year of a guide license.
•	The state pays wardens 8 cents per mile
for the use of their privately owned
cars.
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75 years ago
•	Fourteen regular wardens left the Department to join the Armed forces. A
total of 45 wardens served in the armed
forces from 1941-46.
•	Warden Royce A. Dallman has a Rock
County Sheriff ’s Department two-way
radio installed in his privately owned
vehicle.
50 years ago
•	Authorized warden strength was increased to 134 permanent positions.
•	The warden force inventory lists 279
boats, 217 outboard motors, 134 patrol
vehicles, 13 snowmobiles, five light
aircraft and five airboats.

25 years ago
•	Wardens were issued Glock Model 17,
.40-caliber handguns. These replaced
the S&W Model 686, a stainless steel,
distinguished combat 357 mag. The
first handgun issued in 1948 was a
Model 10 S&W, 38-cal. revolver with
fixed sights.

obituary
Albert Kwallek Jr.
Albert J. Kwallek Jr., 89, of Lancaster, Wisconsin,
died on June 28, 2016, of natural causes.
Kwallek was born on Aug. 27, 1926, in New Auburn, Wisconsin, to Albert Sr. and Freda Kwallek. He
grew up in the northwoods of Wisconsin. As a boy,
he would frequently ride his bicycle 10 miles from
town to Long Lake, one of his favorite places, to fish
for the elusive musky, guide tourists to fishing holes
or sit on the porch with his aunt at the lake house in
the evenings.
In 1944, during World War II, Kwallek enlisted in the U.S. Army
Air Corps and was stationed in France where he served as a teletype technician.
Following the war, he spent three years attending UW-Eau
Claire pursuing a degree in history education. It was at UW-Eau
Claire that a professor told him, “He was suited to be a man of the
Lord and a preacher.”
But Kwallek had had other plans, and before he finished his
degree, he took the warden test with the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources. He passed with a near perfect score and was
offered a position in Grant County.
In 1951, he married Patricia “Pat” Gillen, despite her insistence
that she despised him when they first met. The couple welcomed
seven children, 20 grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. They
were married for 66 years.
Kwallek served Wisconsin for 34 years and was described by
those who knew him as “stern, but fair.” During his time with the
DNR, he served as a union steward, and in 1973, he was awarded
the Haskell Noyes Wisconsin Conservation Warden Efficiency
Award.
After retirement, he continued to serve on the Wisconsin Conservation Congress for 30 years. He also worked for the Hudson
Bay Fur Company and the Seattle Fur Exchange in Madison.

Not only was he a servant of the state, but he was
also involved in his local community by serving
many years on the Lancaster Community Parks
Board and Lancaster School Board, and running for
Grant County Sheriff in 1988.
Kwallek was also a mentor and leader. For many
years as an Explorer Scout leader, he escorted rambunctious groups of young men into the Boundary
Waters where they experienced all that the outdoors
had to offer.
He was an advocate for wildlife preservation and
the great Wisconsin traditions of fishing and hunting. After retirement, he would make trips to Long Lake to fish and visit with his
best friend, Hugh “Snook” Reed.
As the patriarch of a large family, Kwallek was an avid deer
hunter and he passed on his knowledge of the hunt and his love
and respect of the land to his sons, daughters, grandsons and
granddaughters. He enjoyed telling tall tales and was never short of
constructive advice. While Kwallek did not become a pastor, as his
professor had predicted, he did become a shepherd of the land and
preacher of Wisconsin’s natural resources.
He is survived by his wife, Patricia; six children, Jeffrey (Cheryl)
Kwallek, Ellen (Richard) Sanson, Randal Kwallek (Jennifer Wepking), Julie (Lester) Vondra, David Kwallek (Mary Jean Drone),
and Kathleen Kwallek (Virgil Schneider); grandchildren and their
spouses; and great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his
parents; brother, Donald; sister, Margaret; an infant son, Daniel;
and daughter-in-law, Harla Kwallek.
Kwallek’s family held a celebration of his life on Oct. 15 overlooking the Wisconsin River at Wyalusing State Park.

corrections
The obituary for Walter “Wally” E. Ketter in the Fall 2016 issue incorrectly stated he received
the Haskell Noyes Conservation Warden Efficiency Award. The award is restricted to full-time
conservation wardens.
•••
A story on early game warden descendants meeting in the Fall 2016 issue incorrectly stated
who was the model for the “Precious Armful” painting, pictured on the left. The model was
Chuck Lawrence, a trainee warden who was later stationed in Phillips, Wisconsin. He went
on to become chief of law enforcement for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The J.F. Kernan
painting was nationally syndicated and appeared in newspaper rotogravure sections all over
the United States.
Wisconsin Game Warden

17

THANK YOU

Editor’s Note: In our last issue, we
ran a story on the many Wisconsin
conservation wardens who also serve
or served in the military. In honor of
Peace Officers Memorial Day, which is
observed on May 15, and Memorial Day,
which is observed on May 29, we’d like to
now run a listing of the names of those
brave men and women who not only
protect our resources, but who have also
served or continue to serve our nation.
If we have omitted a name, be assured
we didn’t do it on purpose. Please email
WCWA historian Harland Steinhorst
at hsteinhorst@tampabay.rr.com and
let him know so we can correct our
listing. Thanks to Matt Groppi, Harland
Steinhorst, Bill Schwengel, Doug Radke
and Winter Hess for compiling the
following information.

Photos counterclockwise from the top:
Jon Stollenwerk in Sulaymaniah, Iraq
(Kurdistan) in 2005-2006, where he trained
Kurdish military and Peshmerga forces. He also
was assigned the Joint Task Force Guantanamo
Bay at Naval Base Guantanamo Bay from 200910, and since 2001, is a Master at Arms, 1st class
for the U.S. Navy Reserve.
Peter Wetzel served in the Marine Corps from
June 2002 to June 2006. While he served in
Iraq, his final duty station was in Camp Lejeune,
North Carolina. He also served in the Wisconsin
Army National Guard from 2009-15 and was
stationed in Abbotsford.
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Winter Hess out in the Vietnam bush/jungle
with the infantry. He recalls: “We had to blow
a hole in the jungle to get a supply or rescue
helicopter in, which is why the trees are
splintered behind me. The helicopter pilot
would fly the aircraft vertically down into the
hole — like flying in a chimney. I should have
had my flak jacket on, but it was so hot it was
counterproductive.”

for your service
CIVIL WAR VETERANS
D. H. Baker
Rolla Baker
G.W. Brown
Melvin F. Carpenter
William Cheeseman
Charles Coon
Charles H. Davis
Joseph Elliott
Hival D. Farquharson
T. Fitzgerald
Joseph T. Hanson
R. G. Mason
W.J. McGee
Conrad J. Meyer
Calvin Morse
John Pugh
Chauncey R. Thayer
Herad W. True
John A. Sholts
John H. Wait
P.E. Waterbury
Walter Y. Wentworth
John White
SPANISH/AMERICAN WAR VETERANS
George W. Rickmann
Wernie W. Wismer
WORLD WAR I VETERANS
R. Brunet
A.S. Childs
Barney Devine
John B. Fosnot
Einar P. Johnson
John Long
R. B. Nolan
Hallie Rowe
Frank Russell
Wernie W. Wismer
WORLD WAR II VETERANS
William Baier
Donald L. Beghin
Kenneth Beghin
James Borusky
Edmund S. Brown
Allen Champney
Alva A. Clumpner
E. Danielson
Howard DeBriyn

Russel DeBrock
Carl Frick
Allan Galston
John Goberville
David Hammes
Mont Heard
Harold Hettrick
Norman Hicks
William Hiebing
Warren Holger
Fred L. Jacobson
Tony Jelick
George C. Johnson
Arthur Knudtson
Albert J. Kwallek Jr.
Willard Laesch
Melvin “Bingo” Lange
R.J. Lake
Charles H. Lawrence
Herbert R. Lemke
Harley Lichtenwalner
Robert B. Markle
Harvey Mau
John Michalets
Ed Nelson
Rexford Oatman
Bernolt Palas
Elmer Putman
William Rollmann
Joseph Rubesch
Walter Scott
Edward Sealander
Harry J. Stroebe
Clyde Sundberg
Edward Thomsen
Omar J. Thorpe
Rex C. Tice
Leonard Tomczyk
Dean Volenec
James Washburn
James Whealon
Walter Zelinske
KOREAN CONFLICT VETERANS
William Barton
James Chizek
George Phillips
Jim Flanigan
George C. Johnson
Henry Kern
Don Knoke

Ken Larkin
Larry Miller
Herbert Schneider
Edward Thomsen
Thomas Thornton
Gilbert Voss
COLD WAR ERA VETERANS
Owen Anderson
Bob Cleary
Dale Erlandson
Jim Everson
Larry Keith
Jim Kincannon
Darwin Krall
Harold Kubisiak
Edward Nelson
Doug Radke
John Sieger
Harland Steinhorst
VIETNAM ERA VETERANS
Cletus Alsteen
Clark Amundson
Mike Bartz
Jim Blankenheim
Bob Bramer
Bruce Buenning
Ralph Christensen
Dale Corbin
Gordon Dahl
Dan Doberstein
Brian Fellrath
Gary Greiling
Winter Hess
Larry Johnson
Dennis Jones (and Afghanistan
with Air Force Reserve)
John Kelm
Bill Lazarz
Rollie Lee
Pat Lisi
John McGaver
Jerry Meronk
Tom Rose
Randy Rossing
Michael Smith
Tom Solin
P.T. Thomsen
Pat Warner

CURRENT WARDENS
Air Force
Jake Cross (Operation Enduring
Freedom, Secret Service, FBI and
Homeland Security)
Army
(Active, Reserve, and/or National Guard)
Robin Barnhardt (Afghanistan)
Brad Dahlquist (Iraq and Afghanistan)
Ryan Ellifson
Matthew Groppi (Iraq and Afghanistan)
Bryan Lockman (Iraq)
Keith Meverden (Kuwait)
Jon Scharbarth (Iraq/Kuwait – Desert
Storm)
Thomas Sturdivant
David Walz
Peter Wetzel
Roy Zellmer (Still active)(Grenada,
Balkans and Iraq)
Coast Guard
(Active or Reserve)
Andrew Lundin
Keith Meverden (Still active)
Nicholas Wallor
Brad Wilson (Still active)
Marines
(Active or Reserve)
Cody Adams (Iraq)
Randy Dunkel (Iraq and Afghanistan)
Michael Hirschboeck (Desert Storm and
Cuba)
Nicholas King
Richard Reed
Peter Wetzel (Iraq and Camp Lejeune,
North Carolina)
Navy
Jennifer Burrow-Niemeyer (Desert
Storm, Yokosuka, Japan and Camp
Pendleton Naval Hospital)
Stefan Fabian (Iraq/Kuwait – Desert
Storm)
Jonathan Stollenwerk (Fort Suse, Iraq
and Guantanamo Bay)
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Gill netting gets loud
By Ed Hill
The last week in April and the first week in May in northern
Wisconsin are usually when walleyes spawn. It is also the time that
some people like to do their “shopping” early, mainly spearing, but
occasionally also gill netting.
In the early 1970s, we had a group check going on in northern
Langlade County with pairs of wardens on different lakes. Cliff
Knudsen and Don Mezie were on Enterprise Lake near Elcho. Dan
Maxinowski and I were on Pickerel Lake when we received a call
from Cliff. He and Don had found a gill net on Enterprise Lake and
they wanted help to set up on it.
So we came up with a plan. Cliff and Don would lie down by the
lake and take the suspects as they ran the net since they knew where
it was. Dan and I would be near their truck, just in case the suspects
got past the two wardens on the lake. A great plan — until the netters overslept. As it got light, Cliff and Don had to move quite a ways
back. So when the suspects ran the net, the two wardens weren’t in
a good position to see what was happening.
The next thing Dan and I saw were the suspects throwing the
fish and net into the rear of their truck, jumping in and starting to
drive away. Dan and I ran down to the truck. The driver’s window
was open and I grabbed the steering wheel and held on as the truck
went up a hill. As I looked across the driver and passenger, I saw
the passenger hit Dan, who had gotten into the truck, with a big

wrench. Dan was knocked out of the truck, which continued up the
hill quite fast.
When the truck reached the main road, the driver hit the brakes,
and I lost my grip on the steering wheel. I was near the rear wheel,
which was spinning to start going forward. I didn’t know if Dan had
gotten run over or what had happened.
I had my pistol in a shoulder holster and pulled it out, shooting
the vehicle’s tire several times. The truck went on down the road,
and Dan came running up with a big bump on his head. Dan and
I used Mezie’s car for some reason I don’t remember; we found the
fish where they had thrown them out, but no truck.
I contacted Russ DeBrock, the district warden, and he called pilot
Harley Petersen to help. In the air, Harley found the truck hidden
on a logging road. I gave Russ the license number and he said he
knew the owner from Rhinelander. We contacted the owner and
straightened things out.
I asked him if he thought we had missed him when he first
heard the gunshots and nothing immediately happened. He said:
“I couldn’t figure what you were shooting at until the first corner.
Then I noticed the rear tire was going flat, and I knew. So, we threw
out the fish, and hid the truck and net.”
The tire was hit four times, but it wasn’t like on TV when tires go
flat immediately. It turned out we never found the net. They said
they were excited and they couldn’t remember where they hid it.
The fines were big, although I don’t recall how big. I took Danny to
the hospital, but he made me promise to never tell what happened
there or he would think up some lies to tell my wife. I believed him.
ED HILL is a retired Wisconsin conservation warden who also
worked as district warden in Green Bay.

5 Answers about 5 Wardens
By Harland Steinhorst
Questions can be found on Page 16.
1. Hallie H. Rowe. Rowe was a member of the U.S. Army 6th Battalion headed for
France in World War I. He served as a Door County warden for 16 years, as well as the
Door County sheriff for 10 years and as a state Assemblyman for one term
2. Fred Jacobson. Jacobson graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1939. He
was assigned to the Babcock Station in 1940, and was a torpedo boat captain in the same
area as Lt. John F. Kennedy during World War II. After the war, Jacobson was stationed
at Babcock and Wisconsin Rapids from 1946-48. In 1949, he joined the Fish & Wildlife
Service in Boston.
3. Ben Bendrick. At the time of Bendrick’s death in 1987, he ranked sixth on UW-Madison’s all-time rushing record with 1,748 yards. His best game total was 163 yards. In the
1949 football draft, on Round 4 and the 39th pick, Bendrick was selected by the Chicago
Bears. He was appointed a conservation warden on Oct. 1, 1949.
4. Peter J. Doxtator. The year was 1891. Doxtator was a member of the StockbridgeMunsee tribe, and his hometown was in Stockbridge in Calumet County. At times he
hauled “bootlegged” fish in a horse-drawn funeral hearse. Later in life, he became a prizewinning fiddler.
5. Horace Martin. Martin was charged on Dec. 13, 1894, with felony murder, which
was later reduced to manslaughter. With a bench warrant in hand, Martin and another
law officer attempted to arrest Chief Joe White for deer hunting violations. A struggle ensued and Chief White was shot and killed. Both Martin and the other officer were found
innocent by a jury who determined it was a case of self defense.
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WCWA merchandise
available now
Remember to check out the Wisconsin
Conservation Warden Association online
store for all your WCWA merchandise
needs.
Go to the website at wigamewarden.
com and click on the “WCWA Store” icon.
There you will find WCWA hats, shirts,
sweatshirts, posters, prints, cookbooks, and
coaster sets. You can also place a phone
order by contacting Sean Neverman at
(608) 770-8096.
Don’t see something you want? Contact
Neverman and let him know what items
you would like to see.

Combine-ing work and hunting
Retired warden Duane Harpster learned not to overlook combines when there was a lot of corn
still standing and being picked since some farmers like to “combine” work and hunting.

By Duane Harpster
While I was stationed at Lake Mills, I
worked all over the then-southern and
southeastern districts. But one of my
favorite stops was in Sauk County with my
buddy John Buss. Most of the time I worked
with John in the fall, including a couple
of deer seasons, but occasionally, we also
worked together during turkey season.
However, this story occurred in the fall
when we were working a shining complaint
in the western portion of the county. We
had been sitting on some picked corn and
alfalfa fields for several hours with absolutely no activity. In fact, a vehicle hadn’t
even passed for quite awhile when we heard
a shot. It was literally a shot in the dark;
there wasn’t a light in sight. As we looked
for a vehicle, we decided it was possibly a
.22-caliber rifle and that it couldn’t have
been far away.
Neither John nor I were long on patience
at that point, and after a minute, we cruised

around the roads forming a rectangle and
went back to our spot. We saw nothing except a farmer busily combining corn. Once
again we took up our vigil, and tried to
figure out where our shiner went. Perhaps,
we reasoned, it was someone on foot.
Just then, we heard another shot. It had
been 30 minutes since the first shot, and
once again there was nothing moving.
We again cruised slowly around the roads
and back to our spot. Nothing except the
combine.
Ahhh, the combine! We slipped back
to where our hard-working farmer was
coming back toward his truck, obviously to
unload his combine. As soon as he stopped
alongside the truck, we walked out of the
dark to introduce ourselves. The farmer
gave a look of surprise, which was followed
by a wry smile and a drop of the head.
There was no need to ask questions since
the evidence was in plain view. An uncased
and loaded .22-caliber rifle, as well as several cottontail rabbits, were on the combine.

It seemed that when the farmer reached
the end of the field, rabbits would often be
flushed out and would sit in the headlights
of the combine. The farmer couldn’t pass up
a chance to “combine” work and pleasure. It
was not even close to being one of Buss’ big
cases, but it was satisfying never the less.
During my first deer season at Lake
Mills, my pal John Christian from Horicon
advised me not to overlook combines when
there was a lot of corn still standing and
being picked. I thought he was just kidding
the “northwoods boy,” but a day or two into
the season, I saw a combine working a field
next to a big marsh. Maybe, just maybe,
John wasn’t kidding. I hid my vehicle, snuck
down by the semi and when the combine
came to unload, stepped out. Sure enough,
another work and hunting “combined”
effort, with a loaded 12-gauge shotgun.
Thanks, John!
DUANE HARPSTER is a retired Wisconsin conservation warden who lives in Boulder
Junction.
Wisconsin Game Warden
Wisconsin Game Warden
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warden in the spotlight

| STEPHANIE DANIEL-MERKEL

Sean Neverman poses with his wife, Kate, and their son, Finley; Neverman grouse hunts every fall in Marinette County with his father, Walt; Sean Neverman
harvested this tom at the farm he grew up at in Iowa County, just across the river from Sauk County where he currently works.

ally settle in southern Sauk County in 2015,
where he is stationed in Prairie du Sac.
“I had worked in Poynette and really got
to know the area and I had family connections in this area,” Neverman says. “I knew
that this is where I wanted to come.”
When he is not working at the job he
loves, Neverman enjoys hunting and walleye fishing, and especially spending time
with friends and his family, which includes
wife, Kate, and their new son, Finley.
Many people don’t decide on a career
until well into their 20s or sometimes even
later. But for Sean Neverman, there was
never any question what he would do. After
a chance encounter with a conservation
warden while in the fifth grade, Neverman
decided his future.
It was career day at Windsor Elementary
School, and a conservation warden was one
of the featured speakers. He spoke to the
children about working in the outdoors, and
told them stories about a job that let him
interact with people who were having fun
and enjoying the state’s natural resources.
“I made up my mind right then, knowing
exactly what I wanted to do,” recalls Neverman. “I dedicated my time from that point
on to becoming a warden in Wisconsin.”
The career path just made sense. He
had come from an “outdoors” family, one
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that encouraged hunting, fishing, camping and any other outdoor recreation. He
also came from a family of law enforcement. His grandfather, Fred Schram, was
sheriff in Richland County and Neverman
remembers doing ride-alongs with him and
accompanying him to the office.
“I love being in the outdoors and couldn’t
see myself sitting behind a desk Monday
through Friday from 9 to 5,” he explains.
“The combination of law enforcement and
the outdoors only confirmed what I wanted
to do.”
Neverman graduated in 2009 from
UW-Stevens Point with a double major in
natural resource management and environmental law. As part of the law degree
curriculum, students had an option to
study law enforcement. It was during this
time that Neverman completed the police
academy at Mid-State Technical College in

Wisconsin Rapids.
That year, he was hired as a ranger for
Roche-A-Cri and Buckhorn state parks in
central Wisconsin. The following summer
he worked as a deputy conservation warden
in Poynette.
“I did this for three years,” says Neverman. “I got to meet a lot of wardens and
gain a lot of experience. I worked with
good wardens who I model how I do my
job after.”
After graduation, he didn’t make that
year’s warden class, but he didn’t get
discouraged either. Because of contacts he
had made in the Sauk Prairie Police Department, he was able to land a job as a police
officer.
Within one year, he was hired full-time
as a conservation warden in Marinette.
Over the next few years, he would work in
Port Washington, West Bend and eventu-

This large walleye was illegally taken during the
spring run in Marinette County in 2012. It was
Neverman’s first assignment while temporarily
stationed at the Marinette marine station.

Hard work, patience makes cases stand out
Working at a variety of stations has allowed Sauk County Conservation Warden
Sean Neverman “to see the uniqueness of
each area.”
And with the uniqueness of each area
can come a diversity in cases.
Two cases that Neverman remembers
vividly occurred while stationed in Washington County.
“Both of these cases are memorable because of the hard work and patience it took
for them to come together,” he explains.
Neverman had received information in
the fall of two individuals hunting deer at
night. The identity of only one of the hunters was known, and their hunting location
had evaded those investigating.
“Finally, on a day when I was supposed
to head out of town on vacation, I got a
call that put some of the final pieces of the
puzzle together,” Neverman says. “I got
much needed help from several neighboring wardens and we quickly developed a
game plan.”
Naturally, that plan involved sitting out
in freezing temperatures during the middle
of the night. Two individuals were eventually caught hunting with flashlights and
without valid licenses.

The two faced multiple criminal charges
with one of the hunters being convicted
and revoked of all hunting, fishing and
trapping privileges for three years. The second hunter went to jail on a probation hold
for multiple felonies involving drugs and
firearm violations. The charges involving
the hunting case were later dropped and he
is currently incarcerated.
The second case that stands out in his
career was a turkey hunting case that he
worked on for two spring turkey seasons.
“I had received the complaint, checked
the property and located some bait but
never found anyone hunting over it,”
Neverman says. “I then had contact on the
same property during the fall and dealt
with a hunter harassment issue involving
the same individuals.”
The following spring, Neverman found
even more bait on the property and worked
with hunters on opening day to make the
case come together.
Three hunters faced numerous citations
for hunting over bait, placing bait, hunting without a license or permit, hunting
without a valid permit, and possession of
another person’s hunting tag.
Wisconsin Game Warden
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Warden Tim Otto’s American water spaniel, Aldo, and Cole Lehman during the 2016 Youth waterfowl season. See more Fruits of Their Labor photos on Pages 10-11.

