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month. That became key, when in 1860 market hunters found a 
high demand for the bird.

“Every time they tried to nest, they would be pillaged by mar-
ket hunters,” Temple said. Pigeoners, or market hunters, would 
follow the pigeons wherever they went. “They were continu-
ously being exploited and slaughtered by the millions, while 
denying them the opportunities to reproduce.”

Passenger pigeon populations started declining 20 percent 
every year because of this excessive exploitation, he said.

“But people were still in this frontier mentality,” he said. “We 
had no conservation mentality. The human population tripled 
and urban areas started to grow. Passenger pigeons provided a 
lot of food for a lot of people that was easy to get.”

The telegraph and railroads also aided in the passenger pi-
geon’s demise.  “The telegraph alerted the market hunters where 
the birds were,” Temple said, “and the trains allowed them to 
get there quickly.”

There are many accounts of passenger pigeons being hauled 
in thousands of barrels, each filled with 300 gutted and plucked 
birds and packed with ice, as they were transported to urban 
markets.

Other birds were captured alive and used in hunting competi-
tions. In other words, instead of clay pigeons, the hunters used 
the real ones.

The last big nesting of passenger pigeons occurred in Peto-
skey, Mich. in 1878 and covered 400 miles. After that nesting 
attempts were small and scattered.

But despite the obvious decline in numbers, there still were 
no conservation laws, Temple said. “And hunting continued 
year-round unabated.”

“It happened so quickly that people couldn’t believe it,” 
Temple said.

The last passenger pigeon in the wild was shot in 1902 in 
Laurel, Ind. Then, on Sept. 1, 1914, the last surviving passen-
ger pigeon died at the Cincinnati Zoological Gardens. Named 
Martha, the pigeon is believed to have been hatched in Wiscon-
sin, but it is not known whether she was taken from the wild 
or raised in captivity, Temple said. She was 29 years old at the 
time of her death.

“There was a lot of awareness at the time,” Temple said, “but 
they still didn’t do much to stave it off.”

However, a passenger pigeon memorial in Wyalusing State 
Park, dedicated in May 1947 and the first in nation, reminds 
people of the bird’s extinction. The plaque states that the me-
morial is dedicated to the last Wisconsin passenger pigeon in 
Wisconsin, which was shot at Babcock in September 1899. It 
adds that the pigeon “became extinct through the avarice and 
thoughtlessness of man.”

Has America learned from the story of the passenger pigeon? 
The answer is somewhat. “Other birds, fish and animals have 
become extinct since then because of overkill,” he said. But 
some species have rebounded after being on the brink of extinc-
tion, including Trumpeter swans, Sandhill cranes, whooping 
cranes and Dickcissels, Temple said.

Temple said Project Passenger Pigeon is planning activities 
throughout 2014 to commemorate the passenger pigeon and to 
promote the conservation of species and habitat, strengthen the 
relationship between people and nature, and foster the sustain-
able use of natural resources. For more information, go to  
http://passengerpigeon.org.

This passenger pigeon 
memorial at Wyalusing 
State Park in Wisconsin 
was the first in the 
nation.

Stanley Temple said the passenger pigeon story has a lesson to society 
today.
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SPOTLIGHT: A WISCONSIN MARKET HUNTER

By Harland Steinhorst

Had you ridden a horse or walked into 
the farmyard of Lyman Rodman any 
November in the 1860s, you would have 
seen 80 deer hung out on meat poles and 
sides of farm buildings. Del Rodman, Ly-
man’s son, described the scene in an ar-
ticle appearing in the Clark County Press. 
In another article, it was reported that 
Lyman had killed 119 deer in one year.

Del mentioned that his father had killed 
48 deer within ½ mile of their farmhouse, 
which was located on an 80-acre farm 
one mile southwest of O’Neill’s lumber 
mill. He added that the most deer his 
father killed in one day was seven. One 
must remember, single shot, muzzle-
loading black powder rifles and shotguns 
were the hunting firearms of the 1860s.

What were the problems a Clark 
County market hunter would face? First, 
Lyman had to deal with the spoilage 
problem. Natural refrigeration was all he 
had available. Air temperature had to be 
below 40 degrees most of the day.

Second, securing a market and the 
distance to that location was an issue. For 
a Wisconsin market hunter, that market 
was mainly high-class restaurants in 
Milwaukee. He had to hire the Hewett 
& Woods Company lumber wagons and 

drivers to haul the 80 frozen deer to 
Sparta and deliver them to the La Crosse 
& Milwaukee Railroad Depot, which was 
later renamed Chicago, Milwaukee and 
St. Paul Railroad. The distance was about 
53 miles via crude wagon trails. No, there 
were no public roadways yet.

Railroads did not have refrigerated rail 
cars, called reefers, until the mid-1870s. 
The deer carcasses were loaded into the 
freight car, subject to air temperature, for 
the 175-mile trip to Milwaukee. One can 
only imagine the condition of the venison 
after days on the meat poles, a day in the 
lumber wagons and a day on the train.

Many market hunters dealing in the 
venison trade would only ship the hind-
quarters and saddles. Railroads charged 
shipping by the pound and restaurants 
saw the rest of the deer as waste mate-
rial. It is not noted if the hindquarters 
were skinned. Quoting Del Rodman’s 
article, “Very little money was received 
for them.”

The supply of venison exceeded de-
mand and too many “middle men” were 
not able to make a reasonable profit. A 
train derailment or warm weather could 
destroy the entire shipment.

Who was Lyman W. Rodman? He was 
born in 1828 in Zanesville, Ohio, and 
was a farmer by trade, mainly in Illinois. 

He married in 1850 and settled in Clark 
County in 1853. He and his wife had two 
sons and two daughters, and he and his 
family were able to change 80 acres of 
woodlands into a productive farm.

As a second business, Rodman was in-
volved in the lumbering industry, mainly 
floating lumber rafts down the Black 
River to La Crosse. He dabbled in market 
hunting as a short season business.  Rod-
man died in 1896 of injuries he suffered 
after falling from a scaffold in a barn. He 
was 68.

Writer’s Notes: We don’t know if 
Lyman Rodman engaged in providing 
venison or bear meat to the winter-time 
logging camps around O’Neill’s Mill, 
which was renamed Neillsville in 1885. 
Logging camps could have from 25 to 
100 workers and fresh meat was not part 
of their daily menu. Instead, they ate flap-
jacks, salt bacon, beans and salt pork.

Debora Rodman, Lyman’s wife, was 
known to take a muzzle-loading rifle 
and shoot a deer from her kitchen door 
as they came out of the woods into the 
clearing. The deer were probably eat-
ing various plants in her garden and she 
helped to provide fresh meat for the table.

HARLAND STEINHORST is a retired 
Wisconsin conservation warden who lives 
in La Valle.

By Duane Harpster

Game warden stories educate and entertain, and I personally 
love listening to them, so when I stepped into Recreational 
Specialist Melvin “Bingo” Lange’s office at Rhinelander one 
early spring day it didn’t take much encouragement to get 
Bingo reminiscing about his field warden days.

Since it was spring, his stories naturally were about fish 
runs, and although I had heard quite a few of his stories, this 
one was new. Bingo was working some northern spawning 
spot in Fond du Lac County when he caught some guys using 
snares. These were like the snares that animal control officers 

use with fairly long handles. I asked if the snares worked and 
Bingo said that they did, adding that when they tightened the 
noose, the fish seemed paralyzed and did not thrash around 
at all. Bingo also said the snare left a single, distinctive mark 
around the body.

Knowing that old wardens sometimes exaggerated or even 
made things up, I was not too sure that Bingo wasn’t pulling 
my leg. However, I could see that snaring fish certainly was 
possible. Still, our local guys leaned more to spears and wall-
eyes so I didn’t think about it too long.

Later that spring, Al VanderBloemen, then stationed at 
Rhinelander, asked if I was available to work with him for the 
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Where is your license button?
By Harland Steinhorst

Beginning in 1928 with the support of the Conservation Com-
mission, the state Legislature passed a bill requiring a “metal 
button” be issued with each paper license purchased for resident 
hunting and trapping and non-resident fishing. Resident fishing 
licenses were first required in 1933.

The metal button, about the size of a quarter, was to be worn 
“on the front of outer, upper garments, cap or hat.” One could be 
fined $5 to $25 for not displaying the license button, although the 
licensee still had to produce the paper license on demand.

In June of the first year of this requirement, a small problem 
developed concerning the non-resident fishing button. President 
Calvin Coolidge was coming to Wisconsin to fish the Brule. The 
non-resident fishing license was $3 and the Conservation Depart-
ment could not issue a free license, even to the president of the 
United States. Private individuals purchased a non-resident fishing 
license for the president, and then had a facsimile license button 
made of solid gold to be worn by the president. Four state wardens 
were assigned to protect the president while he was fishing the 
Brule.

The buttons were color coded by year; a number on the button 
corresponded with the paper license number.

Director of Conservation Louis B. Nagler laid out some con-
cerns over the enforcement of this law in a newspaper article dated 
May 31, 1928. He estimated that some 500,000 out-of-state tour-
ists fished in Wisconsin waters each year.

“Of this number, approximately 60,000 bought licenses, the 
remainder having evaded the law by various subterfuges, many of 
them posing as residents of the state,” he said. 

One in eight non-resident anglers (male and over 16) complying 
with the license requirement was not an acceptable number. The 
non-resident fishing license law was passed in 1915, and the cost 

for general fishing (except trout) was $1; with trout, the license fee 
was $2. The fees were raised to $2 and $3 in 1917, a 100 percent 
increase in two years.

Conservation wardens making field checks had to sort out the 
non-resident (tourist or property owner) from the legal residents 
of the state. Was the person displaying the metal button really the 
purchaser of the license or was the button “borrowed” for the day? 
Would every person fishing, shoreline, dock or boat, be carrying 
some form of proof of Wisconsin residency? What if the button 
was misplaced or lost overboard? There was no duplicate provi-
sion in the existing law.

After five years, the button law was repealed, the year before 
state residents were required to purchase fishing licenses.

HARLAND STEINHORST is a retired Wisconsin conservation 
warden who lives in La Valle.

evening, and I agreed to go. Albert and I went to a lake outlet 
near Rhinelander, and upon arriving saw there were already 
guys in the creek. We snuck in pretty close, and after watch-
ing through binoculars for a while, determined that they were 
hand-grabbing suckers, so there was no violation. However, 
Albert thought we better watch them for a while because there 
might be some walleyes mixed in with the suckers. 

After some time, we saw one fellow with a long handle 
in his hand. We immediately thought it was a spear, but we 
couldn’t see the tines and he didn’t appear to be trying to jab 
a fish. We soon also ruled out a net, and that’s when the guy 
suddenly lifted a fish that looked like a musky or northern out 
of the water using the pole.

The fish wasn’t moving and looked stiff as a board. I pro-

claimed, “I’ll be dipped, it’s a snare!” Al looked at me like 
I had lost my mind, but I proceeded to tell him I had heard 
about this from Bingo, which was greeted with a headshake. 
Whatever the anglers had, they headed for their truck and left. 
After a short chase, they stopped and we asked about their 
evening’s activity. They assured us they were hand-grabbing 
suckers only, and proudly displayed their catch. Al asked if we 
could look in the truck bed and they grudgingly said yes. We 
immediately found the snare, and then a northern with a ring 
around its body. BINGO!

The moral of the story? I don’t know if Bingo was BSing me 
or not, but obviously you can snare northern.

DUANE HARPSTER is a retired Wisconsin conservation 
warden living in Boulder Junction.
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If you want birds to come to your yard, then you need 
to first attract caterpillars. And if you want caterpillars to 
be in your yard, you need to include native plants in your 
landscape, said the author of “Bringing Nature Home.”

Doug Tallamy, a professor and chairman of 
entomology and wildlife ecology at the University 
of Delaware, was the keynote speaker at the Toward 
Harmony with Nature conference in Oshkosh. He said 
not all native plants are created equally. Some are better 
than others at attracting wildlife to your yard.

Many species are specialists — they must have a 
specific tree or plant to survive. And when those start 
disappearing, the species must move on or die out.

Tallamy said the key to getting specific birds or 
animals to your backyard is knowing what they eat. Then 
you need to make sure that you provide that “food.”

“Most people think chickadees eat seed, but they only 
feed their young caterpillars,” Tallamy said. “So if you 
don’t have caterpillars in your backyard, you won’t have 
any breeding chickadees either.”

And you don’t need just a few caterpillars in your 
yard. You need a lot.

“A breeding chickadee will feed its young 390-570 
caterpillars a day,” he said. When you multiply that 
by the 16 or 18 days before they leave the nest, that’s 
between 6,000 and 9,000 caterpillars.

Similarly, most people think hummingbirds eat mainly 
nectar. But 80 percent of their diet is insects, Tallamy 
said. So, if you want hummingbirds in your yard, you 
need insects there, too.

So how do you get caterpillars or insects to your 
yards? You include native plants in your landscape that 

Bringing birds and butterflies to your 
landscape requires some native plants. 

By Barbara A. Schmitz
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the caterpillars or insects need. For instance, Monarch butterfly 
caterpillars will only develop on milkweed. Black swallowtails 
feed only on parsley, dill and related plants. 

But plants defend themselves against insects by having 
distasteful chemicals in their leaves. With few exceptions, the 
only insect species that share that long evolutionary history can 
digest the chemicals.

“Ninety percent of insects that eat plants can develop 
and reproduce only on the plants with which they share an 
evolutionary past,” Tallamy said.

While some may think that alien ornamental landscaping, 
much of it introduced from China, is better than none in attracting 
wildlife, studies have shown non-native plants have a very 
limited impact. Ornamentals support 29 times less biodiversity 
than do native ornamentals, Tallamy said, and native plants will 
produce 22 times more caterpillars than non-native plants. Does 
that matter?

“It does if you eat them,” Tallamy says. “That means you have 
22 times fewer caterpillars to find and you will have 22 times less 
birds because you’ve reduced what they eat.”

But it’s just not birds that eat insects. Spiders, frogs and 
amphibians, freshwater fish, lizards, bats, rodents, possums, 
skunks, red fox … all eat insects because they provide two times 
as much protein. In fact, 25 percent of a red fox’s diet is insects, 

Tallamy said.
“A world without insects would be a world without biological 

diversity, and that is what we are creating today,” he said.
Tallamy said if children are to be future stewards of the planet, 

we need to get them out of the house and turning over rocks to 
find salamanders and other animals. But there are few areas for 
them to go explore nature at its finest.

“Only 5 percent of the U.S. is largely pristine,” he said. “We 
have 4 million miles of paved roads; that’s five times the size of 
New Jersey. And way too much space is dedicated to lawn, which 
has no function in our ecosystem.”

But we have the ability to create functioning ecosystems in our 
own yards and neighborhoods, he said. “Don’t have 90 percent 
of your yard in lawn. Instead, plant long-living trees like oak 
or hickory that keep carbon in the atmosphere for hundreds of 
years.”

Tallamy said we’ve gotten to this point because people view 
plants as decorations. “If they don’t have aesthetic value, then 
people won’t use them. They’ve ignored the ecosystem value, the 
food web value…”

Tallamy said we need to create corridors that connect natural 
areas, reduce the size of areas now in lawn, and begin the 
transition from alien ornamental plants to native ornamentals.

“Walking areas should be lawn only,” he said, “and if you can 
convince your neighbors to do the same, then we have started the 
connectivity.”

Why is connectivity so important? He gave an example of box 
turtles that live in a 35-acre woodlot that is isolated. In 1968, it 
contained 91 turtles; by 2002, 22 turtles remained, and in 2010, 
there were only 12 turtles left. Why?

“As soon as they leave the woodlot to lay their eggs in the sun, 
it becomes perilous for them,” he explained. “Chances are they 
will be run over by a car. Parks and preserves aren’t big enough 
to sustain populations that are small,” he said. “They become 
locally extinct.

“We must restore viable corridors that support life so we 
can save nature and thus ourselves,” Tallamy said. “If we put 
plants back into our neighborhoods, we can recreate functional 
ecosystems.”

Just how effective such corridors are can be is seen by the Atala 
butterfly. “It was saved from extinction by Florida homeowners 
by accident,” he said. “Landscapers suddenly found coontie, the 
Atala butterfly host plant, and homeowners started planting it. 
And all of a sudden the butterfly was back; it was thought to be 
extinct.

“It truly was an accident,” he said. “But just think what we 
could do if we tried.”

The Top 11
If you want butterflies and moths in your yard, 
then consider planting these trees:

		  Butterfly/moth 
Common name	 Plant Genus	 species supported

Oak	 Quercus	 534
Black cherry	 Prunus	 456
Willow	 Sali	 455
Birch	 Betula	 413
Poplar	 Polulus	 368
Crabapple	 Malux	 311
Blueberry	 Vaccinium	 288
Maple	 Acer	 285
Elm	 Ulmus	 213
Pine	 Pinus	 203
Hickory	 Carya	 200

Source: Doug Tallamy

“We must restore viable 
corridors that support life 
so we can save nature 
and thus ourselves.”

– Doug Tallamy

Doug Tallamy
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• Promote natural resources education
• Promote the profession of natural resources law enforce-
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tionships
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members in their profession
• Increase awareness and understanding of conservation 

and environmental issues

Why join the WCWA?
• Receive the official WCWA magazine with information, 

pictures and stories that revolve round Wisconsin conser-
vation wardens, past and present

• Help support the WCWA Scholarship Program at UW-   
Stevens Point

• Help establish and maintain a Conservation Warden Me-
morial Program

• Help establish and maintain a Conservation Warden 
Museum

Membership categories
• Regular membership — Active and retired, full-time con-

servation wardens; past and present deputy, special, and 
county conservation wardens; and all active and retired 
law enforcement officers from other agencies

• Associate membership — Individuals or organizations 
expressing an interest in supporting the association or any 
project in which the association is involved with

• Sponsor membership — Any business that provides finan-
cial support to the WCWA
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vation Warden Association. The WCEF:
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groups, teachers and wardens who promote hunting and 
angling opportunities for the young and inexperienced; 
recognizes and supports dedicated volunteer safety edu-
cation instructors; funds river watch programs to protect 
Wisconsin’s natural resources; funds river and lake clean-
up projects to improve habitats; and funds development 
of and improvements to exhibits and educational materi-
als at nature centers and public schools

• Provides funding for scholarships to natural resources law 
enforcement students selected by UW-Stevens Point

• Provides support for warden conferences
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ficers killed in the line of duty to summer camp, and more
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By Conservation Warden Tim Otto

Teamwork and great students made an August 2013 two-day 
Wisconsin Trappers Association class in Langlade County a true 
success.

I had the pleasure of helping to teach the Wisconsin Trap-
pers Association trapper education class on Aug. 17-18.  It was 
taught concurrently as a Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
sources Learn-to-Trap event. This allowed instructors to certify 
the students as trapper education graduates and to set traps when 
and where it would otherwise be illegal. I have been a Wisconsin 
Trappers Association trapper education instructor for about six 
years.  

My fellow instructors for the 2013 class were Pat Raith from 
Summit Lake, Duane Fronek from White Lake, Conservation 
Warden Mike Rader from Wausau, Maynard Breunig from 
Wausau and DNR Customer Service Supervisor Chris Theilman 
from Woodruff. Mike and Chris also are apprentice instructors 
with plans of starting their own groups in the future.  

After years of doing the class in various ways to gauge stu-
dents’ participation and motivations and to learn effective ways 
to present the important information, we changed it to a hands-on 
class and a Learn-to-Hunt event in 2012. 

After speaking with other instructors, we decided the most 
effective way to attract students was by teaching the class over 
a single weekend. The first year we made the change, we had to 
turn people away because the class was full.

By becoming a Learn-to-Trap event we were able to ensure 
each student set traps. We demonstrated how to make specific 
types of sets and then issued the students traps to make their own 
sets. This allowed us to teach about identifying animals’ sign, 
habits and habitats, while allowing students to make common 
beginner mistakes under an instructor’s watchful eye. Based 
upon the previous year’s experiences, we offered more positive 
changes in 2013.

One of the biggest changes was the class location. We moved 
from the Elcho area to the Ackley Wildlife Area. The Ackley 
area, as it is known, is almost two townships of land owned by 
the State of Wisconsin and Langlade County with a number of 
artificial impoundments containing a plethora of beaver and 
muskrats. There is also an abundance of coyotes and raccoon to 
try and catch. We required students to preregister to ensure they 
had time to read the textbook before class; that also allowed us to 
use more time in the field. A letter sent to participants explained 
the class and included suggestions on what to bring, such as bug 
spray, hip boots, lunch and a change of clothes.  

We took a number of logistical issues into consideration when 
we planned the class. We held the class in August when furbearer 
populations are at their highest. This means there are the most 
opportunities for our students to catch animals, while being the 
least likely to negatively impact the long-term health of furbearer 
populations. To minimize conflicts with other users of the area 
who may not be accustomed to trapping, the field stations where 
the students trapped were at least a half-mile behind a locked 

gate. A sign was also posted on the gate indicating that trapping 
was occurring, when the traps would be removed, and that the 
area continued to be open to the public.  We had five committed 
instructors for Saturday, so we limited the class to 25 students.  
This allowed five students per instructor for the field portion.

On Saturday morning, we met in the classroom at the Ackley 
Town Hall and went through introductions, ethics, laws and 
furbearer identification. After lunch, we headed to our field sta-
tions to begin hands-on learning. Each instructor was assigned an 
impoundment as his classroom. The dikes on the impoundments 
were filled with muskrat dens and some of the ponds had wild 
rice. The weather couldn’t have been better for an August trapper 
education class. The students were able to slosh in the water, find 
dens, sign, crossovers, tracks, scat and different habitats. The 
students were able to make several sets apiece.  Each set was 
flagged with bright flagging to ensure the traps would be recov-
ered the following day.

We met in Ackley on Sunday morning to pull up our traps. The 
students were excited to see which of their traps would produce 
a catch. In a class of 25 students, we tallied eight muskrats, two 
beaver, dozens of smiles and a lifetime of lessons. While I had 
dreams of getting enough muskrats for each student to skin one, 
it was a vast improvement over the previous year.  

We returned to the classroom to begin skinning our catch. Our 
fur handling lessons involved demonstrating opening cuts on 
different animals, allowing students to help skin, and fleshing 
opportunities.  At times two animals were being skinned and two 
others were being fleshed simultaneously. This allowed students 
to rotate between skinning different animals and fleshing, which 
kept them interested and learning.  

After the class ended, the instructors met again to discuss how 
it went. We agreed that it was a great experience, and that we 
only needed to make a few tweaks. Trapper education instructors, 
if you have a location to hold a similar event, please consider 
hosting a Learn-to-Trap event. The paperwork is quite simple to 
complete and the learning is exponentially increased. If you have 
questions, feel free to contact me through the DNR website.

Langlade County’s Learn-to-Trap Class: 
Teamwork, planning, experience behind annual event’s popularity, fun

From left, the instructors included Duane Fronek, Maynard Breunig, Pat 
Raith, Chris Theilman, Mike Rader and Tim Otto. See more photos on the 
back cover.
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The Wisconsin Trappers Association and the Department of Natural Resources teamed up in Langlade County to not only provide trapper education, but 
also to give the students experience in the field. Twenty-five students completed the class, and got eight muskrats, two beavers, dozens of smiles and 
a lifetime of lessons. Dominant photo: Pat Raith demonstrates muskrat skinning. Right: Mike Rader demonstrates how to set a body-grip trap. Above, 
right: One of the groups shows off their catch. See related article on Page 23.

Langlade County’s Learn-to-Trap class is fun and popular event


