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On the cover: The WCWA is celebrating 25 years of making a difference in 2014. One
area the association has made a difference in is learn-to-hunt, fish or trap events,
which it helps promote and fund. This youth waterfowl hunt was held along the
Wisconsin River in Fall 2008. See story starting on Page 12.

Mark your calendars for the
2015 WCEF/WCWA banquet

Hip boots
and expense
accounts
By Duane Harpster

About 200 wardens and friends attended the inaugural WCEF/WCWA banquet in 2013.
The 2015 WCEF/WCWA banquet will
be held Saturday, Feb. 21. Yes, that’s
right, the 2015 banquet date is already
scheduled. With the great support we
have received at the banquet in the last
two years, we have been able to help
WCWA fund many of its programs, including the regional grants, honor guard
uniforms, scholarships and many other
worthwhile ventures.
Please let your friends know the date
as this fundraising banquet is open to
all. Last year was a great time for not
only the new and old wardens to get

together, but also for the many others
who help support our causes. Given the
number of door prizes and other raffle
prizes that are given away, it is hard to
not walk away with a prize and have a
good time.
More information will be sent out
statewide and put on our website as we
get closer to the date. But please remember that your support in critical for the
future of WCWA programs.
Bill Engfer is a retired Wisconsin
conservation warden and the WCEF
president.

It was considerably different,
equipment wise, for wardens 30 or so
years ago. You were not necessarily
issued hip boots, and you couldn’t just
go buy them. That’s why this story
sticks with me.
Three Lakes Warden Roger
Lichtenwalner needed some new hip
boots so he went and purchased them
and put the cost on his monthly expense
account.
Although it was the usual practice
back then, the supervisor of services
at the Rhinelander district office was
not a fan of wardens, and not of Roger
in particular. He called Roger and told
him the expense account was being sent
back and informed him there would
be no reimbursement for the boots.
Further, there was a proper way to do
things and Roger needed to follow the
rules.
Roger could sometimes be a bit
argumentative, but he kept his cool and
said he understood, and would resubmit
the expense account.
The next week Roger’s re-done
expense account arrived on the fellow’s
desk. On it was a note: “The boots are
still in there. Find them if you can!”

FROM THE WCWA PRESIDENT | Randy Dunkel
Hi folks,
I just wanted to give you a couple updates from the WCWA.
On Aug. 20, 2014, the Board met and approved grant applications totaling $5,025, or slightly more than last year’s total. A
huge “thank you” for the support received at the WCEF banquet,
which provided the funds to support the grants and other WCWA
donations.
The WCWA has also established a merchandise committee
and appointed Sean Neverman as the committee chairman. The
committee is responsible for managing and guiding merchandise
and special purchase offers that will be offered through the Association. Special purchase offers will be member exclusive when
offered.

At our June meeting, the board approved an increase in
membership fees. With the increase in things the Association is
financially supporting, a change had to be made. It has been a
long time since any increase in dues has occurred. Thus, fees will
increase to $25 for one year, $50 for three years, and $250 for
life memberships as of Jan. 1, 2015. If you were thinking about
becoming a life or three-year member, pay before January and
save some money.
To not take away from the 25-year story featured on Page 12, I
will stop at that.
Thank you,
Randy Dunkel
Wisconsin Game Warden
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2013 NOYES AWARD | by Barbara A. Schmitz
Bob, Carly and Hallie Stroess show off a beaver they trapped in
Marinette County.

ROBERT STROESS DOESN’T
GIVE UP!

I

t’s a good thing Robert Stroess didn’t listen. People
discouraged him from becoming a conservation warden
because of the difficulty of getting a job, but he ultimately
said “to heck with everyone else.”
“I grew up hunting, fishing and camping, and I wanted to
become a warden since I was young,” Stroess says. But he first
heeded others’ advice, instead seeking a career surrounding golf.
“I spent years in a golf shop and played collegiate golf until I
realized a lot of others were also really good and that many were
better than me.”
In his second year of college, and after doing ridealongs
with wardens and wildlife biologists, Stroess decided to follow
his passion. He graduated from UW-Eau Claire with a bachelor’s degree in business administration and a minor in natural
resources in 1999. Four months later, in January 2000, he was
hired by the DNR. His first station was in Manitowoc, and he
stayed there for 13 ½ years until in April 2014 when he became
a special investigative warden for commercial fishing stationed
in Green Bay.
A month later, in May 2014, Hack Noyes, grandson of
Haskell Noyes, presented Stroess the 2013 Haskell Noyes
Conservation Efficiency Award at a ceremony in Mishicot. The
Noyes family has presented the annual award and gold pocket
watch since 1930.
Stroess said he was surprised to receive the award, and
stressed it really belongs to everyone who has ever helped him.
“Wardens can’t do their job without other people guiding them
4
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on their way. I attribute my success to the people who helped,
guided and led me through my career and life. While one person
gets the award, recognition certainly goes to all those others.”
Everyone has different skill sets, he says. “My best skill set
is being able to work through an investigation,” Stroess says. “I
don’t give up, almost to a fault since at some point you become
less efficient. It’s both a curse and a blessing.”
Ryan Volenberg, a warden in Poynette, shared an office with
Stroess for 11 years. He agrees that Stroess’s biggest asset is that
he is extremely thorough and detail oriented in investigations,
particularly in documenting evidence.
Volenberg recalled a littering case at a county boat landing
that demonstrates Stroess’ thoroughness. “Every so often an
empty bag of dog food would show up with a bag of garbage,”
he says. “Bob would dig through the garbage, looking for any
shred of evidence to determine who it belonged to.”
This went on for years. “Our evidence room was getting full
of stupid bags of garbage,” Volenberg recalls. “Finally, Bob
found a hamburger wrapper from a grocery store, and he was
able to go back to the grocery store and get a list of individuals
who purchased that amount of meat within the date ranges based
on rewards cards.”
Stroess also put a camera by the county boat landing, and
while it didn’t show the license plate, it did allow him to get the
make and model of the car.
“After many years, he finally determined who it was,” Volenberg said. “Most people would have said this is just a littering
case and wouldn’t have put the time and effort into determining
who was doing it. But Bob isn’t most people.”
The litterer was charged for every bag of garbage Stroess had
found, and paid $2,600 in fines.
Stroess says he has had many interesting cases since becoming a field warden. But it’s the large-scale cases where he works
with wardens on other teams that he enjoys the most. “A lot of
times wardens don’t get to work with other people,” he says. “It
can make you feel isolated at times.”
Stroess recalled a deer poaching case in Two Rivers that
lasted three years and involved many wardens from neighboring counties who helped scout properties, served as undercover
contacts, and more. In the end, the hunter was found guilty of
illegally hunting seven bucks and getting other people to tag
them.
But Stroess says he gets the biggest joy from the vast knowledge he is able to accumulate on the job. “I think I know more
about the Manitowoc area than anyone else just by the sheer fact
of what wardens do. Wardens see the interactions of people, see
the different countryside, and have a web of information …”
For new wardens, his advice is simple: “Spend much more
time than you think necessary visiting with people in your first
year. That first year will make or break your station. Go to every
single outdoor organization that you can, go to every civic
organization you can, take every opportunity to speak at public
events … and you’ll reap the benefits for the rest of your career.”

TACTICAL BOAT TRAINING INCREASES AGENCIES’ CAPABILITIES

Members of the DNR’s Tactical Boat Team, Sturgeon Bay Police Department, Milwaukee
Police Department, Dane County Sheriff’s Department, Oconto County Sheriff’s Department and the Door County Sheriff’s Department participated in
Tactical Operator and Pursuit and Stop courses in May 2014 in Sturgeon Bay. The goal of the training was to increase the capability and interoperability of all agencies involved.

THE WIFE DETERRENT
Editor’s Note: Retired warden Tom Jodarski submitted this
letter. He writes: “I found this letter written to Warden Darrell
Waldera after sending a citation to a defendant for overbagging
on walleyes in Juneau. I thought this was very informative that
the DNR was not a deterrent, but it was the wife. So that’s why a
lot of guys want to pay the fine on the spot, so ‘the wife’ doesn’t
find out.” The letter follows:
Warden Waldera:
Do you honestly believe that the enclosed citation and fine is a
true deterrent? (Especially for a man who normally catches more
colds in a month than he catches fish in a whole year?!!)
Let me explain a REAL deterrent to you:
Sending the citation to the home where there is a 50-50 chance
the wife will see it.
The wife weighing the fillets (of the five walleyes “in posses-

sion”) to determine exactly how much these babies were costing
per pound.
The wife labeling the packages “lobster” at $22 a pound.
The wife placing the fillet packages between the ice cream and
ice cubes where her husband will see them a lot.
Upon returning from the grocery store, the wife announcing
that of the thousands of items available there, she could not find
even one priced at $22 a pound.
After daily reminders to mail in the fine, the wife doesn’t quite
get around to it.
Believe me, there is a far more powerful force than the DNR,
citations and fines — it’s the wife. Here’s the $86 … I figure I
can get another three or four weeks off the $22 a pound walleyes.
Why put him out of his misery by letting you issue an arrest warrant?!? — The Wife
Wisconsin Game Warden
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UTAH’S BANDED GILA MONSTER
By Pat Lisi

L

et’s go ahead and clear
up the mystery about the
correct pronunciation,
just in case you’re struggling
already: It sounds like “HEEla.” Very simple, right? Yet,
it is almost always mispronounced.
There are two species of
Gila monster native to and
thriving (sort of) in North
America. One is the Mexican
“beaded” lizard (reticulated),
and the other is the “banded”
variety (Heloderma suspectum), also known as the
banded Gila monster, found in
Southwestern Utah.
My wife Marjorie and I have
logged literally thousands of
hours on hundreds of hiking
trails since 2006 when we
moved from Fitchburg, Wis.
to St. George, Utah. We have
come upon several varieties
of snakes, dozens of different
types of small lizards, a desert
tortoise, lots of scorpions, and
some of the craziest looking spiders you can imagine
including the tarantula. But it
wasn’t until 2013, seven years
into our free roaming of Southern Utah’s outback, that we
finally witnessed our very first
Heloderma suspectum.
Like tarantulas, Gila monsters also get a bad rap. Stories
from the Old West talked about
the Gila monster as having
breath so bad that it could
cause convulsions in a human
unfortunate enough to get
within range of its “hiss,” and
then later succumb because
there was no “anti-breath”
medication known to man. A
more popular legend is that the
Gila monster bites its victim,
including Homo sapiens, injecting its terrible venom into
the bloodstream, and then the
6
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sufferer staggers off and dies a
slow, painful death. The Gila
then consumes the carrion at
its leisure and delight.
While it is true that the bite
of a Gila monster can be quite
painful due to the crushing
power of its jaws, the amount
of venom it produces is nothing like, say, a rattlesnake.
Most biologists compare
Heloderma suspectum toxin to
that of a coral snake and nothing more. In fact, the Gila’s
poison is so ineffective as a
killing tool that most Utah
This adult banded Gila monster was shot in Snow Canyon State Park in the
DNR biologists agree that
sandstone foothills.
the monster uses the sticky
substance for battle only,
to the wide, dark ‘bands’ and
and not for gathering dinner
lighter scales apparent on
fare. However, an adult Gila
Heloderma suspectum. The
monster can hang on to skin so name “Gila” refers to the Gila
tight that one must find water
River in Arizona where the
deep enough to completely
Gila monster was once more
submerge the limb and the Gila plentiful than it is today.
monster to make it let go. And,
They inhabit scrubland, sucthat does not sound like a fun
culent desert, and oak woodafternoon to me.
land, seeking shelter in burThe Gila monster is a heavy, rows, thickets, and under rocks
slow-moving lizard that can
in locations with ready access
grow up to 2 feet long. It
to moisture. In fact, Gila
moseys along minding its own
monsters seem to like water
This banded Gila monster stepped
business, and avoids trouble
and can be observed immersat all cost. Its sluggish nature
ing themselves in puddles after out onto the sidewalk in Snow Canyon State Park. It is a very young
means it represents little threat
a summer rain. The wilderness
one, not quite a foot long.
to humans. If you cannot outaround St. George, Utah fits
run a Gila monster you need to these requirements except for
work out more often.
access to moisture most of
However, it has earned this
the time, which may account
morning in spring and early
fearsome reputation so Gila
for the fact that it took a half
summer. They are predictably
monsters are sometimes killed, dozen years of pounding the
slow to escape, making them
despite being protected by
turf out here for us to spot our
fairly easy prey for coyotes
state law in Utah and surround- first Gila monster. That critter
and raptors. They feed on
ing states. The banded Gila
basically stepped out of the
small birds, mammals, other
monster that we find in Utah is brush alongside a blacktopped
lizards, insects, and carrion of
considered to be the northern
walkway up in Snow Canyon
most any animal. However,
subspecies. The reticulated
State Park and presented itself
the Gila monster mostly feeds
beaded Gila monster of the
to us clearly in the open!
on bird and reptile eggs that
southern range tends to have
Gila monsters spend 90
its lighter markings broken
percent of their lives burrowed are easy to find thanks to their
up by dark scales, giving it
underground or hiding in rocky acute sense of smell. They
a reticulated look as opposed
shelters. They are active in the then dig the eggs up using very

Live decoy waterfowl hunting
Roosevelt ends era of live decoy hunting

powerful legs tipped with
sharp, sturdy claws. In fact,
they are capable of climbing
trees and cacti to get at a nest
full of yummy eggs!
Their measured metabolism
allows these lizards to eat
infrequently. An adult Gila
monster can dine just 10 times
in one year and when they do,
they gorge themselves.
The Gila monster emerges
from hibernation in January or
February and mates in June,
the only month Marjorie and I
have seen wild Gila monsters.
The female lays eggs in July
or August, burying them 5
inches in the sand. The clutch
consists of two to 12 eggs:
five is the average. Incubation takes nine months. The
hatchlings are about 6 inches
long and can already bite
seriously enough to kill prey.
Their life span is up to 20
years in the wild, 30 years in
captivity.
Urbanism in Southern
Utah has taken its toll on the
banded Gila monster, and it
does not appear to be getting
any better. Habitat destruction has adversely affected
Gila monster numbers all over
the southwest. In 1952, they
became the first venomous
animal to be given legal protection and are now officially
listed as “Near Threatened.”
And that’s really too bad
because seeing one of these
fascinating, awesome lizards
in the wild is a thrill you can’t
get at a zoo or through a glass
display box at the state park
headquarters. In fact, we are
looking for another one and
hoping for one more personal
encounter with the banded
Gila monster of Southern
Utah.

By Harland Steinhorst
I recently received a request for
information about live decoy waterfowl
hunting in Wisconsin. That was a wardenrelated topic not found in my filing cabinet,
so I started to do some research.
Reviewing Chapter 29, laws of 1917
(29.25 GAME BIRDS; HUNTING, Section
3, Live Decoys), I found this information.
“The set of 25 decoys allowed for each hunter
used on the water in hunting game birds may
include not more than five live decoys; but
each such live decoy so used shall be provided
with a registration tag, which shall be issued
by the state conservation commission to any
holder of hunting license on payment of a fee
of 10 cents for each tag.”
In 1921, a Wisconsin duck hunter was
allowed 50 decoys, but still no more than
five live decoys. In 1925, the commission
issued some 10,000 tags; thus, if each hunter
purchased five tags, we had 2,000 waterfowl
hunters using live decoys. I also viewed a
picture of the metal leg tag on eBay; it was a
1927-issued tag and had sold for $136.38.
The era of live decoy use came to an end
on July 30, 1935 when President Roosevelt
approved the federal law ending the practice.
In the 1935-36 Hunting & Trapping pamphlet,
Chapter 29.25 (6) Decoys it states: “No person
shall use directly or indirectly live waterfowl
decoys for the purpose of hunting (this applies
to both ducks and geese). By Conservation
Commission Order No. AGB-108 and federal
regulations.” The 1935 leg tags were probably
stamped out, but never issued due to the
surprise federal regulation.
The art of the use of live decoys was
perfected in England and brought to the
colonies in the 1700s. However, it was
expensive to train and maintain five to 10
live decoys; replacements were needed due
to escapes, being accidentally shot or being
a poor caller. Duck hunters tethered their
decoys among their wooden blocks. Hunters
secured ducks using a leg or neck tether with
line to lead weights. Mallards and English call
ducks were most commonly used, and were
selected for their constant “calling.” Some
hunters would place a caged “caller” behind
their blind to set up a conversation between the

water decoys and the caged duck. Fred Allen
of Illinois invented the first mouth duck call
in 1863, but live calls were more effective in
attracting wild birds.
Waterfowl, especially mallards and geese,
were trained fairly easily if a hunter could find
a clutch of wild waterfowl eggs in the spring.
The newly hatched birds would imprint to their
trainer, considering him to be their mother hen.
The first step in training was to cultivate the
birds’ confidence and overcome their natural
fear of man by using feed. It didn’t take young
ducks long to decide they had nothing to fear
from those who fed them regularly, especially
if there were other older thoroughly trained
birds in the same pen. A decoy trainer would
always signal his approach with a feeding call
or a sharp rap on the side of a boat, feeding
box or bucket causing the trained ducks to
answer with their own quacking. Shortly
all the ducks would begin quacking at the
sound of the trainer’s feeding call and gather
fearlessly around their attendant to eat. With a
little patience the birds would soon learn to be
hand fed and handled.
Does live decoy hunting exist today? I found
one case in Kentucky where four duck hunters
were cited for this violation in 2004. I would
guess on privately owned potholes it still
occurs. You would also find bait on floating
sheets of plywood and lead shot still in use.
In the case of the Kentucky hunters, it was a
flooded cornfield with tethered Mallards as
decoys.
I tried to imagine a field warden checking
leg tags for current year on the tethered live
decoys, dispersed among 45 wooded decoys.
The first hollow plastic duck decoys were
produced by the Victor Animal Trap Co. in
1952.
HARDLAND STEINHORST is a retired
Wisconsin conservation warden now living in
La Valle, Wis.
Wisconsin Game Warden
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FRUITS OF THEIR LABOR | Photos of harvested fish, game
Do you have pictures of you or someone in your family who has harvested game?
Send it in to write2us@sbcglobal.net or mail it to 1705 Graber St., Oshkosh, WI 54901.
Please include information about the photos. Photos will be returned, if requested.

Neillsville Conservation
Warden Adam Hanna and
his children, Wyatt and
Charlotte, show off the
200-pound boar Hanna
killed with a bow in September 2013. Wyatt and
Charlotte, as well as Deputy
Warden Aaron Bembnister,
helped with bear baiting
on public land last summer.
Hanna succeeded in shooting
his first bear on only his
second evening out hunting.
The bear ran only 30 yards;
it died within 5 seconds of
being shot.

Richland County Warden Michael
Nice recalls that it was difficult to
get out hunting with his daughter
Carly in late 2012 because of his
work schedule and because she was
so busy with band, piano and sports.
Their only opportunity came on
Christmas afternoon when they went
hunting with her uncle, Kevin Salava.
“Simply put, it all came together
and we shared a Christmas memory
I won’t soon forgot,” Nice writes.
Carly, then 12, made a perfect shot
on this nice doe.
8
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Betty Culver, an Oshkosh native, shot this buck in
1964 in Poy Sippi with a $15 JC Higgins bolt action
shotgun. The 8-point deer weighed about 175 pounds.
Roger Culver, of Omro, says he was hunting with
his wife when she downed the deer with one shot.
“I didn’t like talking about it too much then because
I didn’t get a deer that year,” he recalls. “And she
was mad at me because I didn’t put her picture in
the paper.” Betty died in 2005, and when Roger
came across the photo, he knew it was time to get
it printed. He said the horns were mounted, and the
mount still hangs in his house.

Duane Harpster, left, shows
off a nice rainbow trout he
caught in Alaska. But his interest was more on the bear
about 25 yards behind him.
Harpster says they released
the fish, hopped in their raft
and yielded the right of way
to the bear.

Nice catch! Randy Dunkel, above, shows off a
70-pound halibut caught in Alaska in summer
2012. The following day, he caught a 90-pound
halibut, while Sheila Nice, wife of Taylor County
Warden Nick Nice, caught one that weighed in at
115-pounds!
Wisconsin Game Warden
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WARDEN IN THE SPOTLIGHT | RYAN PROPSON
Left: Wardens Ryan Propson and Kurt Haas
investigated a case in which a man falsely
tagged the deer with his 14-year-old son’s
buck tag. The father‘s buck tag was seized and
he was fined and the son was provided a new
tag. Below: Ryan and his wife Brianna

| by Stephanie Daniel Merkel
It was the gun deer hunting season of
2012 when Conservation Warden Ryan
Propson was requested to help in the most
unique case of his career.
A Menasha man had stopped at a local
tavern to celebrate his trophy buck, and
had decided to leave the tailgate open for
any interested admirers. While inside, the
man got into a disagreement with a couple
of women. He didn’t think much of the
incident until someone in the tavern told
him his deer was gone.
The women evidently wanted to get
back at him, so they dragged the buck out
of the pickup and ran it over with their car,
hoping to break off the antlers. They left
the scene and continued to drive further
down the road, not realizing half the rack
broke off and they were dragging the deer
under the car.
The women called a friend who helped
them dispose of the mangled deer into the
Fox River.
Through interviews, the help of witnesses and a lot of detective work, Propson
was able to piece everything together.
The three involved were eventually
cited and fined, but that is not the end of
the story.
10 Fall 2014

“Two months later, I got a call from
someone who worked for the railroad
company,” recalled Propson. “He was
checking the tracks and had found a deer
caught on debris in the river.”
The railroad worker had read about the
strange case and realized it was the other
half of the missing rack.
The hunter had saved the broken pieces
and was able to get the rack mounted after
all.
“I really enjoy the law enforcement
aspect (of being a warden),” said Propson.
“I like that I have the ability to really dig
into something and focus on it.”
For Propson, like many wardens, the
law enforcement aspect is just one of the
many reasons to love the job.
“I enjoy the diversity of the job,” Propson said. “I enjoy that we make our own
schedules and have the ability to spend
a ton of time outside, and not be stuck
behind a desk.”
He loves that one day he can work with
snowmobiles, ATVs and boats, the next
day work on environmental complaints,
and the next, respond as part of a Mission
Ready Warden trained to use FLIR equipment. No day is the same.

An important part of his job is talking
to school groups and clubs. He understands that a positive first encounter has an
impact on how that child feels about the
DNR throughout his or her life.
“It is great to have a job where I can be
involved with kids and the community,”
he said. “For children, it is their first big
exposure to the DNR.”
Propson tries to respond to every request, which can sometimes be difficult.
“One of the biggest challenges is that
with a busy station, trying to provide
coverage can be hard,” he said. “We try
to make people feel like they got the
response they deserve, but sometimes we
don’t have the time we want to devote to
them.”
Growing up, Propson was active in the
outdoors, spending time with his father
Keith, hunting and fishing. On the family
farm in Sherwood, he was consistently
outdoors chopping wood or doing other
chores.
While in middle school, Propson had
dreams of becoming a police officer. That
was until he had his first contact with a
warden.
“Shortly after I started hunting, I

Articles, photos
sought for Spring
2015 WGW issue

During a joint water safety training with the Outagamie County Boat Patrol and the Appleton Fire
Department Warden Ryan Propson worked with members of the fire department to retrieve an
injured pelican and transport it to a rehabilitator.
remember being checked by a warden and
thinking that would be a great job,” said
Propson. “It combined two things I enjoyed
– law enforcement and the outdoors.”
A later ride-along reinforced his decision
to pursue the warden career.
He went on to graduate from UW-Stevens Point in 2010 with a major in natural
resource management and law enforcement and a minor in wildlife and natural
resources.
Propson’s career with the DNR started in
May 2008 as a water guard in the southeast
region. In June 2010, Propson was hired as
a permanent conservation warden and was
stationed in Calumet and Outagamie counties in July 2011.
“With this job there are no guarantees on
where you will be placed,” said Propson.
“It just worked out for us that there hap-

WE WANT
TO STAY
IN TOUCH
WITH YOU

pened to be an opening where we grew
up.”
Propson and his wife of three years, Brianna, reside in Sherwood and feel fortunate
to be able to remain close to family and
friends.
Propson plans to be a “lifer” as a Wisconsin warden and hopes he can continue
to have a positive impact on the communities he serves.
“I hope I will be remembered as someone who did as much as I could for the
community, both by fairly upholding the
law and being involved in community projects and organizations,” he said. “I hope
people remember me as someone who
treated people fairly and consistently, and
didn’t abuse authority.”
STEPHANIE DANIEL MERKEL is an
Oshkosh freelance writer.

Wisconsin Game Warden Magazine is looking for interesting articles
that deal with the great outdoors. The
deadline for the spring issue is Jan.
15, 2015.
Possible topics include ecology,
warden cases made, places to go, resource conservation methods, gotchatype stories, animal rescues, history
of the warden force, and articles
dealing with the natural world.
Other possible story topics include
vacations, recipes and the future of
the warden force.
Articles can be submitted to
Managing Editor Barbara Schmitz
at 1705 Graber St., Oshkosh, WI
54901, or emailed as a Word document to write2us@sbcglobal.net.
When possible, include photographs
to go with your story. They can
be mailed or emailed to Schmitz.
Emailed photos should be at least 4”
x 6” and 300 dpi, or 8” x 10” and at
least 150 dpi.
In addition, the magazine is also
looking for photos for its Fruits of
their Labor feature. Do you have a
picture of your family with fish and
game they’ve harvested in Wisconsin? Or how about one of you and
some game? Send it in!
Photos can be mailed to Schmitz
at the above address. They will be
returned, if requested. As before,
photos can also be sent electronically
to Schmitz.
If you have questions, you can also
call Schmitz at (920) 235-0972.

But we need your help to do it. The easiest — and least expensive — way to communicate and keep in touch with our members is through email. But to email you, we NEED
your email address!
Please send your current email address to Ryan Propson, the WCWA membership
coordinator, at wcwamembership@gmail.com.
WCWA President Randy Dunkel said many members are missing out on information
because the organization does not have an email for them or has an incorrect email. So
please email Propson today with your current information.
Wisconsin Game Warden
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| by Barbara A. Schmitz

WCWA CELEBRATES SILVER
On May 29, 1989, a group of Wisconsin conservation wardens met in Wausau to
discuss starting an association that would promote, educate and intensify conservation
efforts for the enjoyment of all. Those attending the spring meeting decided on
proposed goals, set membership criteria, discussed a museum concept, and
considered name and logo proposals.
Out of that meeting came the Wisconsin Conservation Warden Association.

S

ue Miller, a recently retired conservation warden from Hayward, was at that first meeting and
immediately became the association’s secretary.
She said a warden’s association had been created
about two decades earlier, but it became defunct in the
1970s. Warden Dave Arendt, now retired, was elected
as the first president of the new association.
Wardens had been talking informally about getting
an association started before that meeting, she said,
but that May meeting was the first meeting of record.
The association was to be a fraternal organization that
would educate the public about the warden force and
conservation.
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“From the very beginning, we wanted the association to be non-bargaining and not associated with the
union,” said Bill Schwengel, a retired conservation
warden from Eau Claire, who was also at that first
meeting and served as the Wisconsin Game Warden
magazine editor and publications committee chairman
in those early years. “We wanted membership to be
voluntary and include all ranks of wardens.”
They were also careful to stay separate from the
Department of Natural Resources and politics. “We
didn’t start this organization using public funds,”
Schwengel said. “It was started through our own
individual private donations and during off-duty

Top: The MacKenzie uniform is one of about
3,000 artifacts the association has gathered for
its eventual museum. Harley MacKenzie was the
first chief warden for the Wisconsin Conservation
Department, and is remembered for professionalizing the warden force, including securing official
uniforms. Bottom: Dave Arendt, right, became the
association’s first president. Here he is pictured
with warden Larry Kriese at the 1990 warden
conference.

hours; this was a genuine group of wardens who wanted to form
an association, not a quasi-government institution. But while it is
privately funded, it offers public benefits.”
Membership was open to voting members, which included active and retired conservation wardens; honorary members, former
conservation wardens who served part of their career as wardens,
past or present special and county conservation wardens, and active and retired conservation law enforcement officers from other
agencies; and associate members, or individuals, organizations
and businesses wanting to support the association. Annual dues
were $10.
Miller said it took a few meetings to get the association going.
They hired an attorney and legal adviser who looked over their
charter and helped them complete the paperwork to become a
nonprofit organization.
A full membership meeting was held at the 1990 warden
conference and the charter and bylaws were officially approved.
“Every warden who was a warden at that time joined the association then,” Miller said. In other words, all 161 full-time wardens
became charter members that first year, as well as 54 retired
members, 15 honorary members and three associate members.
The group also held elections at the 1990 warden conference,
electing representatives from each district, she said.
Retired warden Jim Chizek was elected the first vice president
of the WCWA. He said the organization was needed for education purposes, especially during its early years. “Our department
didn’t always look too good,” he said, noting that those in law
enforcement were often ridiculed in the field. “We knew that it
would be better to educate people about what the Department was
doing, especially in the area of the warden force, rather than just
arrest them.”
Members spoke up in the summer 1990 magazine and agreed
that starting the WCWA was a good move. “This has been a long
time coming and this time I know it will fly,” Melvin “Bingo”
Lange wrote. Chauncey Weitz added, “If there is a magazine, I’d
like to write an article for it, telling these young wardens how
it was when I went to work in 1932. The picture has changed
some.”
The timing with Andy Krakow’s murder in June 1990 gave
even more purpose to creating an association, Schwengel said.
Krakow, a conservation warden at Montello, was killed while assisting the Marquette County Sheriff’s Department with a domestic disturbance call. A 13-year-old boy, who had threatened his
mother, shot and killed Krakow as he arrived at the house, before
he could get out of his patrol truck or defend himself.
The first issue of the Wisconsin Game Warden magazine was
dedicated to Krakow’s memory. And one of the first things the
WCWA did was create a scholarship in Krakow’s memory, Miller
said. The $500 scholarship was given to a deserving UW-Stevens
Point student whose goal was to become a conservation warden.
Since then, the WCWA has allocated more money and created
more scholarships. It now annually gives six $1,000 scholarships

Wisconsin Game Warden
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Warden Andy Krakow
was killed on the job in
June 1990, giving the
association even more
purpose in its formation.
One of the first things the
WCWA did was to create
a scholarship in Krakow’s
name.

to students at UW-Stevens Point. The first scholarships were
given as memorials to former wardens such as Krakow, Robert
Markle and Harold Hettrick. But in recent years, new scholarships have recognized Emerson Noyes, who faithfully carried
on his family’s tradition of presenting a gold pocket watch to
an outstanding Wisconsin warden each year; to Tyler Kreinz,
a 21-year-old Berlin native who died while serving in the U.S.
Army in Afghanistan and who hoped to become a conservation
warden; and Cordero “Cord” Rodriguez, whose goal was to
become a conservation warden before he died in October 2012
at the age of 17.
In addition, just this June, the WCWA introduced a new
scholarship for WCWA members. The $1,000 scholarship,
which will be awarded starting in the fall of 2014, is for WCWA
members, their children or grandchildren pursuing a degree in
conservation or law enforcement and can be used at any accredited four-year college or university within the United States.
The WCWA has always had goals of connecting wardens and
educating the public. “The association is a really good way for
wardens to stay connected, but it also does a lot for wardens’
public image,” Miller said.
“The need for education continues, not just in what wardens
do, but in natural resources in general,” Schwengel added.
“Whether we do it in publications or on our website, through
sponsored activities, or with our scholarships, the goal of educating people is always going to be there.”
After re-launching a second time due to provider issues, the
WCWA website is back, said current WCWA President Randy
Dunkel. “With the help of a very dedicated volunteer, Alix Lumina, the website is beginning to do what it should — provide
our members and potential members with information and allow
them to even become members.” In the near future, it will also
provide a place for people to buy merchandise, he added.
Schwengel said there has been a lot of interest about the warden history, from both wardens and the general public. The association helps to preserve that 155-year heritage of the warden
force. In particular, WCWA member and retired warden Harland
Steinhorst, who writes the popular “Looking Back” feature
in each issue of Wisconsin Game Warden magazine as well as
other stories on the history of the Wisconsin warden force, has
done a great job documenting warden history, Schwengel said.
Wisconsin Game Warden magazine was first published four
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times a year, Schwengel said, but it got to be too expensive and
time consuming and now is published twice a year. “At first, the
format and direction of it was more internal with some inside
humor that only wardens would understand,” he said. “Today’s
magazine is more readable for the general public with articles
not only about wardens, but also on natural resources and other
human interest topics.”
Miller recalls hand stamping those early magazines, then
bundling them by ZIP code and taking them to the post office to
be mailed. Magazines were sent not only to members, but also
to the public libraries, as well as Wisconsin district attorneys
and judges.
Editors have changed over the years, as well as printing
companies. Tamara Groth and Pat Lisi served as editors from
1992 to 1998. Current editor, Barbara A. Schmitz has been
working on the magazine since 1998. ALS Printers in Oshkosh
has printed the Wisconsin Game Warden and handled mailing
since 2006. Educating the public continues to be a priority,
with magazines being sent to all 466 public libraries and public
library branches within the state, as well as to student law enforcement associations.
“That’s a carryover of the Wisconsin Conservation Bulletin,
which went into every public library,” Miller explained.
The association also helped to acquire warden memorabilia
for a warden museum to be located in the upper floor of the barn
at the Mackenzie Center in Poynette. However, the museum was
never completed due to the cost of adding an elevator to make
the then-state-owned building handicap accessible, said Chizek,
who headed the museum project.
Initially, they hired a fundraising company to help collect
enough funds to open the museum. But when it was decided that
they’d need to add an elevator to the property, they went to the
legislature requesting $1 million in funds, Chizek said.
“We thought the state legislature would approve funding of
the museum,” Chizek said. “We had the approval of the finance
committee, but then Gov. Tommy Thompson left for Washington
(to become secretary of the Department of Health and Social Services) and his replacement, Lt. Gov. Scott McCallum, vetoed it.”
The items collected and catalogued stayed at the facility for
some time before being moved to a fire-suppressed and environmentally controlled building in Madison, he said, and the
WCWA continues to collect items to exhibit.

Retired warden John “Jack” Daniel, treasurer of the WCWA
and Wisconsin Conservation & Education Foundation (WCEF),
has been working to re-catalog the materials for several years at
the Madison site.
“Originally, the items were stored in cardboard boxes in a
basement of a building at Poynette,” Daniel said. “We acquired
a computer and have been transferring the items from cardboard
boxes into plastic totes to keep them safe from moisture. Since
everything is done by volunteers, it’s been a slow process.”
As Daniel transfers items into the plastic totes, he has been
re-cataloging all the items, putting the necessary information
— including item number, description, donor information and
more —into a computer database. “We have in excess of 3,000
items, and it is a tedious process,” he said. “But we are about
two-thirds of the way done.”
Daniel said what the WCWA really needs is to hire a curator
to complete the job and keep it going. But that requires money
the association does not currently have. Future plans also call
for creating mini traveling museums that could be used throughout the state, as well as a virtual museum with information
online.
Daniel said not everything is just stuck in storage. He did
put together one exhibit that was included at the Fond du Lac
Historical Society; another exhibit is at the DNR offices in
Madison.
But both traveling exhibits and virtual museums take time and
money. “To do a mini traveling museum, you need to give great
thought about what story you want to tell and how to put that
display together,” Daniel said. “And you need traveling cases,
too.”
A virtual museum is also a big job since all the items would

have to be photographed and described.
“But it is the way to go,” Daniel said. “The warden history is
a fascinating history. It parallels the conservation movement in
Wisconsin, so really the story of the warden force is the story of
the state conservation movement. Wisconsin has been a leader
in this movement from the very beginning, and like any history,
it needs to be preserved and told.”
Warden memorabilia also help the association and its members stay connected to its past.
“The association helps to keep the history of the warden
force, of what it was in the past and what it has become today,”
Miller said. As part of that, education, for its members and the
general public, has been and continues to be an important goal.
“It’s easy to become a closed association,” Schwengel said,
“but from the beginning we said education was one of our main
objectives. It wasn’t just a buzz word.”
But educational efforts take money. That’s where the WCEF
came in.
The WCEF was founded in 1998 as an offshoot of the
WCWA. The 501(c)(3) non-profit organization provides grants
to various conservation and natural resources focused organizations and individuals within Wisconsin. These grants are then
used to promote public education regarding the improvement of
Wisconsin natural resources, environmental stewardship, and
outdoor heritage through publications, events, and projects.
“There really was a need for the WCEF as a means to infuse
money into our association,” Miller said.
To raise funds for its many projects and needs, the group first
started a calendar raffle. Throughout the years, a gun raffle was
added, and for the last two years, a WCEF banquet featuring
silent auctions and raffles has been a major fundraiser.

Since beginning its scholarship program, the WCWA has
awarded more than 60 scholarships in excess of $70,000 to
students pursuing degrees in the College of Natural Resources at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. Many
of those award recipients have gone on to become wardens
for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Warden
Jon Scharbarth, center, presented scholarships to the 2011
recipients. From left, they include Michael Weber; the Andrew
Krakow Memorial Scholarship; Tricia Verville, the Harold
Hettrick Memorial Scholarship; Jonathan Kaiser, the Emerson
Noyes Memorial Scholarship; and Christopher Bartlett, the
Robert Markle Memorial Scholarship. The association now also
gives scholarships in memory of two young men who hoped
to become conservation wardens, as well as to members or
members’ children or grandchildren seeking a degree in conservation or law enforcement.

Wisconsin Game Warden

15

Tyler Kreinz, a 21-year-old
Berlin native who died while
serving in the U.S.
Army in Afghanistan in June
2011, hoped to become a
conservation warden once
out of the military. The
WCWA now annually gives
a scholarship in his name to
a deserving student at UWStevens Point.

As the group made money, it allowed the WCWA and
WCEF to help finance events that go along with their missions. Throughout the years, the WCWA has provided grants to
help pay for events such as learn-to-hunt or learn-to-fish days.
Other grants were awarded to wardens so they could attend the
North American Wildlife Enforcement Officers Association
(NAWEOA) conference or other educational events, Miller said.
Retired warden William Engfer, current WCEF president and
board member since the group’s inception, said the foundation
was formed primarily to promote and raise funds for the warden
museum. In fact, in its articles of incorporation, it states: “…the
corporation shall be operated to (1) advance the social welfare
by promoting the conservation of the natural resources of the
State of Wisconsin; (2) educate the public regarding the environment and natural resource management; and (3) serve as a
“friends group” under Section 23.098 of the Wisconsin Statutes,
for the purpose of raising funds from the general public to be
applied for the improvement, maintenance or operation of facilities owned and operated by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, an agency of the State of Wisconsin, including
but not limited to the MacKenzie Environmental Education
Center Conservation Law Enforcement Exhibit and museum to
be owned and operated by the said Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources.”
While a physical museum never was opened, the WCEF has
continued to raise money for other educational and charitable
projects.
“One of our main challenges is to maintain a steady funding source so we can continue to fund projects,” Engfer said.
Another challenge is that everyone involved in the WCEF is
a volunteer. “Everyone is busy so it’s hard to find people who
have time and the expertise we need…”
While the WCEF faces some challenges, it has also experienced many successes, especially in recent years.
“We changed the focus of fundraising to a banquet, and that
has been extremely successful,” Engfer said. “In the last three
years, we’ve also built on and improved our partnership with
the WCWA so that there is more cooperation between members.
Their membership and ours are working hand-in-hand to raise
money for projects or events that benefit both groups.”
In addition, Engfer said the WCEF has worked hard to better
promote itself, which has resulted in an outpouring of support
and contributions that go above and beyond normal fundraising.
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“So many people today have a better understanding of what we
are and what we do.”
Dunkel agrees that the two organizations have a good working relationship that benefit both. But he acknowledges that
some people are still confused by the associations’ split roles of
being both a charity and a brother/sisterhood.
“WCEF President Bill Engfer and I have made a conscious
effort that funds that have been raised in the name of charity go
to charity, and that funds raised for the association go toward
association efforts,” he said, noting that the two plan to create
educational materials on how the two organizations work with
each other.
In addition, the WCWA and its grants, scholarships and other
things, often get lumped together as being a part of the Department, Dunkel said. “We have to ensure that people understand
that the grant didn’t come from the state, but rather from a
dedicated group of people who worked hard to raise money so
a person’s learning experience for an outdoor activity could be
more enjoyable.”
The WCWA’s mission statement, although shortened, remains basically the same. It states: “The WCWA is dedicated
to promoting outdoor recreation, instilling conservation ethics,
and preserving Wisconsin’s natural resources heritage.” Dunkel
said the board has established a business plan and works hard to
make sure their efforts still focus on those categories.
“But because we are still a fraternal non-profit organization,
we also have a responsibility to our membership,” Dunkel said.
Recently, the WCWA partnered with the Department on the
honor guard project started by Warden Supervisor Jeremy Peery.
“When offered the opportunity to join in this effort, the entire
board was in favor,” he said. “It wasn’t a matter of, ‘Shouldn’t
the Department pay for this?’ But rather if this is what it takes
to support and respect our wardens and their families, then the
Association is on board.”
But the association also has many opportunities, particularly
if members become involved.
“Be an active board member or committee member, run a
local fundraiser through the WCWA to support a large effort
you may have, or assist with merchandise ideas,” Dunkel said.
“Our members are some of the most talented and hardworking
individuals. They come up with great ideas for the association on a regular basis. Often, the association will support the

Left: Since 2013, the Wisconsin Conservation and Education Foundation’s annual banquet has become a major fundraiser for the
organization. About 200 people attended in both 2013 and 2014, and were able to bid on a large variety of silent auctions or
participate in raffles. Right: Bill Miller won a stained glass warden patch emblem, made and donated by Jim and Suzi Blankenheim,
at the 1990 warden conference.

warden with that idea or project, but it does not have a strong
enough volunteer base to take each idea and handle it on its
own. Volunteering for a committee or taking on the challenge
of bringing a merchandise idea to fruition helps at levels most
don’t understand.”
However, Warden Matthew Groppi gets that. He has been the
WCWA vice president since May 2012, and previously served
as a representative for the southeast region and as the membership coordinator. “During my time of being actively involved in
the WCWA, we have undergone some fairly significant changes
in terms of who is involved and how the association operates,”
he said.
But finding active members to lead projects and contribute
their time continues to be a challenge. “We have undergone
quite a bit of turnover in the last few years as some of our former board members and officers have either retired, transferred
or promoted,” Groppi said. “We have been able to get new
members to get active and fill the vacant board seats. However,
in the next couple years, we will continue to see turnover with
our board and officer positions. As these positions become
vacant, we need more people to get involved.”
Not only does the WCWA have to keeps its board
and officer positions filled, but it also needs committee members to work on association business plans and objectives,
publications, merchandise, the annual banquet and the warden
honor guard, Groppi said.
“I would encourage anyone who is interested to get involved,” he said. “Taking an active role in the association is a
great way to network with other wardens and contribute to the

overall success of the association.”
Groppi frequently gets asked what the association is doing.
“My short answer to that is ‘A lot.’ We are still producing two
magazines every year, a raffle calendar, newsletters, running
a website, providing financial support to our members for
professional development and professional gatherings, awarding annual grants for regional projects and events, and selling
merchandise.”
Chief Conservation Warden Todd Schaller, who was actively
involved in the WCWA for 15 years, sees firsthand the impact
the association has. “The WCWA allows us to accomplish some
things that benefit the Department and the citizens,” he said. “The
association does things we couldn’t do alone… such as offering regional grants to programs that promote outdoor activities,
particularly to youth.”
Secondly, the WCWA provides opportunities for members to
participate in training or to attend national conferences that the
Department cannot, Schaller said, while also allowing members
to build on that “family” tradition or feeling. “The WCWA allows
us to connect and engage each other on group projects and at
events outside the regular workday,” he said.
Dunkel said the association has an impact statewide and he
encourages members to take pride in that fact. “The number of
people who have benefitted from a scholarship or a grant, or
who were recognized by the group is tremendous,” he said. “We
go beyond the daily grind, beyond the politics, beyond the bad
contact, beyond the frustration and say we love the outdoors,
we love our jobs, and we want to share that experience with
others.”
Wisconsin Game Warden
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that he was planning to run the other
coyote off what he thought was going to be his free lunch.
This was a great way to start my
four-day hunt in North Dakota.It was
mid-February and I’d driven out the
day before. The above coyote was
one of five I saw that day.

COYOTE!
by T.J. Edwards

Day 1
Bark, bark, baarrroooooo! I blew
a long greeting and waited for a minute, then blew another one. After the
third howl I heard a coyote answer
about a mile to the west. However,
he was challenge howling and I
didn’t think he would come in.
After 15 minutes I decided to
move closer to see if I could tempt
him to come in. About 20 minutes
later, I was set up in front of a rock
pile on a hillside facing west. I
howled one time, waited 2 minutes
and then began to do a series of
distress calls.
Five minutes later, I saw the
coyote running along the edge of a
small lake northwest of me about
700 yards. I called softly a few times
and he headed toward me. About
half way in he turned straight south
18
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and slowed to a walk. Even though
I called softly several times, he just
stood on a hillside 300 yards away.
I finally concluded that he wasn’t
going to come closer so I decided
to take a shot. With my rifle rested
in the crotch of my shooting sticks
I put a little pressure on the trigger.
The coyote dropped onto his side,
kicked one time and didn’t move
again.
I immediately started ki-yi calling, and after 3 minutes, distress
calling. After about 6 minutes, I’d
had enough and stood up. Looking
to the south I saw another coyote
standing on the lake I had walked
across to get to my calling stand.
Now I understood why the coyote I
had shot would not come in. I also
was willing to bet that I had shot
the dominant male in the area and

Day 2
It was just after daylight and I was
driving down a gravel road when I
saw a coyote 100 yards into a field. I
checked for “No Trespassing” signs.
(North Dakota’s trespassing law is
very liberal; if land is not posted or
planted to a cereal crop, it is open
for hunting.) Finding no signs, I
parked and started after the coyote.
About 1/2-mile from my truck I
found a rock pile to sit in front of.
Before I could start to call, I spotted
the coyote about 1,500 yards away. I
immediately started distress calling,
but the coyote turned and ran. I then
noticed a second coyote. I decided
to try ki-yi-ing; after a few calls the
second coyote was coming my way
so fast that I could have been pulling
her in with a string. I then noticed
a third coyote trotting after the first
one.
A minute or two later, I lost sight
of the coyote that was coming to the
call and when I saw her next she was
150 yards away and running past
me. I quickly changed position and
called one more time. The coyote
changed direction and headed my
way, but dropped into a dip so I lost
sight of her. When she re-emerged
she was 90 yards away coming
straight on. That was as close as she
got as I touched off a shot and killed
her. A good way to start the day.
But things quickly went downhill.
The wind picked up and temperature
dropped. The rest of the day the
wind was never less than 25 mph
and the temperature was just below
zero. Not the best of days to hunt.
Day 3
I was out at daylight again this
morning, checking an area I had
hunted before. Driving slowly down
the road, I saw three coyotes standing on a lake about 1/2 mile away.
I knew not to slow down as they
would run, so after driving about

¾ of a mile further, I pulled over,
parked and then walked to a spot
where I had called several times during the past few years.
About 20 minutes later, I saw a
coyote coming in. When I had gotten
to my calling location the wind was
blowing straight north. The coyote
was straight east of me. When he
came within 400 yards he veered
to the north and I lost sight of him
behind a hill. When he reappeared
he was standing on a rise about 250
yards away; if he continued another
50 yards he would be straight north
of me. I thought this was going to be
my only chance before he winded me
so I shot — and missed.

concentrations.
I hadn’t walked more than 100
yards from my truck when I observed
a fresh set of coyote tracks, so I
found the first available cover and
started calling. After 15 minutes, I
moved on. After walking only another 400 yards I came over a hill and
saw a small cattail marsh. Coyotes
love cattail marshes, especially in the
winter, because they are good places
to find food and serve as excellent
windbreaks.
As I was only 75 yards away I sat
down, rested my rifle on the shooting sticks and started distress calling
very softly at one-minute intervals.
I had not seen any sign of a coyote
so I stood up to move
when I noticed a coyote 50 yards away. He
didn’t even see me! I
dropped my shooting
sticks and pad, unslung my rifle, aimed,
fired and missed!
How could I miss a
standing coyote at 50
yards? Off he went
and I proceeded to
miss three more times.
I wasn’t too happy.
By noon, I was at
the fourth calling
stand of the day. This
put me about 400
yards from where I
had shot the second
coyote on day one. I
T. J. Edwards with truck full of coyotes after a North Dakota hunting trip.
started this stand with
He sold the furs for $10 to $35 each.
some greeting howls
and then did several
After picking up my empty brass I
minutes of distress calling. After
noticed that the wind had switched
about 6-7 minutes I started glassing
to the west. I realized that if I had
and saw two small dots moving in
been more patient this coyote would
my direction. Two coyotes! I called
have probably come in much closer.
again and they started loping toward
Another lesson learned the hard way. me. At about 600 yards, they split
This coyote turned out to be the
up and one began to circle downwind
only one I saw that day.
of me. But the other coyote came
right in. He wasn’t much over 40 feet
Day 4
away when I shot and he went down.
Getting out 45 minutes after
As I was driving to another area
daylight, I decided to go back to the
to call, I spotted two coyotes lying
place I went on the first day. I folon a hillside. After another ¾-mile
lowed two sets of fox tracks in the
walk I found a place to call that put
new snow on the dead-end road as I
me about 1/2 mile away from them.
drove in. I thought a red fox would
Both were running toward me at the
be a real prize as there aren’t many
second series of distress calls. Howof them in areas with high coyote
ever, one split off and I never saw it

again. The first kept coming, but it
was continuously moving downwind.
He was coming so fast that I couldn’t
turn quick enough to shoot as he ran
past me about 150 yards to my right.
Finally he caught my wind and took
off.
I moved again, coming to a spot
I had tried often, but never had any
results. I walked about 1/2 mile from
my truck and sat on the edge of a
Conservation Restoration Program
field overlooking a large wetland.
After getting set up I ripped out a
couple of greeting howls, waited a
few minutes and then did a series
of challenge howls. Several minutes passed and I then started some
distress calls. It was the end of the
day and I was tired. I was almost
nodding off with a warm sun on my
back when I saw two coyotes trotting
down the lake in front of me about
3/4 of a mile away. I called softly a
few times when they stopped, reassuring them that something good was
waiting for them.
When they were about 350 yards
away they stopped to investigate
a strip of cattails along the edge
of the lake. For five minutes they
wouldn’t leave the cattails. Finally
one of them came loping toward
me, but he started veering downwind. I “whooped” at him several
times, trying to get him to stop. He
finally slowed to a trot and I shot
him. Down he went and as he got up
I started ki-yi-ing, hoping to bring
in the second coyote. The wounded
coyote then started to ki-yi; it wasn’t
long before the second coyote came
to see what was going on. This
coyote was about 350 yards away on
the lake and wasn’t going to come
any closer. I turned my scope up to
full power and followed him until he
stopped. I shot, and to my surprise,
he went down immediately. This was
my first and only double on coyotes.
It was also an excellent way to end a
hunting trip.
T.J. Edwards is a retired Wisconsin
conservation warden supervisor who
started hunting coyotes in the 1980s
with limited success. After a 25year hiatus, he started hunting them
again, and he now hunts coyotes
at least four days a week from late
December until early March.
Wisconsin Game Warden

19

Knock, knock…
By Duane Harpster

By Harland Steinhorst
125 years ago
• The musky season closes statewide from
Feb. 1 to May 1.
• Fish warden John Chapman of Bayfield
dies at the age of 37. No information is
given on the cause of his death.
• Dec. 15 to Sept. 1 is closed season on
aquatic fowl.
100 years ago
• A force of 22 deputy wardens and six
special city police officers arrested 58
hunters who were charged with hunting
in the 6,000-acre city of Madison Refuge.
This show of force occurred on a Sunday
in October, and many of the arrested were
illegal residents of the United States.
75 years ago
• Chief Warden MacKenzie reports that the
state issued 225,000 hunting licenses.
• The Conservation Department releases
912 turkeys, 3,500 chucker partridges,
1,000 black raccoons and 33 red foxes.
• The Department issues 10,692 trapping
licenses.
50 years ago
• Winnebago County Warden Frank
Deringer was wounded in the leg by a
stray bullet during the deer season. The
shooter was not located.
• Field wardens are issued rear bumper
carriers for hauling deer carcasses, rather
than on the trunk of state-provided
vehicles.
25 years ago
• The first fall turkey season in many
years is held. In 1983, the state opened
its first traditional spring turkey hunt
after restoring a turkey flock. The first
recorded turkey hunt in Wisconsin
occurred on Nov. 23, 1674. A Frenchman
hunting for a missionary party harvested
three turkeys near what is now called the
Milwaukee River.
HARLAND STEINHORST is a retired
Wisconsin conservation officer now living
in La Valle.
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Everyone knows the next line is “Who’s there.” But for some reason, my duck
hunter hollered “C’mon in,” and that’s when the fun began.
It all started with a phone call from a woman on Papoose Lake shortly after
dark on opening weekend of duck season. She wondered if “these guys” could
hunt ducks like they were. It seems they were being very successful, even chasing the injured ducks way out into the lake to finish them.
My interest immediately soared when she indicated they were being very successful. I knew Papoose was not a classic waterfowl lake, being deep, clear and
short on duck food. I thanked her, told her I would get back to her and jumped
into my truck for the ride to Papoose.
From what the woman on the phone had described, I suspected that the two
hunters had killed a fair number of ducks, likely shot where they had been getting
fed. Since they were probably mostly mallards and blacks, I knew there may be a
bag limit issue. But no matter what, it was certainly worth a visit to chat.
I found the residence well after dark, parked by the garage, walked down to the
house, and knocked on the door. “C’mon in!” a voice hollered.
Stepping in, I immediately found the fellow who had invited me in; he was
standing in the doorway to the kitchen, talking on the phone. Since I was in
uniform, there was no doubt he knew immediately who I was. The look on his
face – holy smokes was written all over it – confirmed that. It took him a moment
to collect himself, before calling to a second person, “Come here.”
A smiling fellow walked around the corner, took in the sight of my smiling
face and turned pale. I now introduced myself to both. The fellow on the phone
just kept talking, and in fact talked seemingly forever, obviously not wanting to
chat with me. The other guy had no idea what to do, so he invited me into the living room. I couldn’t believe they didn’t ask me to leave.
Eventually, we all sat down and talked about their duck hunt, and they produced cleaned, wrapped and labeled ducks from the freezer in the kitchen. After
a short Q&A on where the wings, heads, etc. might be, we found them, not at the
dump, but in the shed. Ultimately I was able to identify all the ducks killed — all
mallards and they were indeed well over the bag limit.
They admitted that they had fed the birds all summer, but denied putting bait
out that day. So they just got overbag tickets, plus restitution for the birds. Thank
you, lady!
DUANE HARPSTER is a retired Wisconsin conservation warden and lives in
Boulder Junction.

Kalmerton receives SCCA Hall of Fame Award

A retired Wisconsin conservation
warden received the Hall of Fame Award
for his many contributions to the cause
of conservation in Sheboygan County.
The Sheboygan County Conservation
Association awarded Roy Kalmerton,
a warden from 1979-2001, the honor
during a recent awards banquet at
Klemme’s Wagon Wheel in Howards
Grove.
Kalmerton was the impetus for the
Outdoor Skills Center, the formation
of the Sheboygan County Youth Green
Wing Day, and the start of the Youth

Activity Day/Free Fishing Day.
He also has a SCCA scholarship given
in his name. The $1,000 scholarship is
given yearly to a college student from
Sheboygan County who is majoring in
an environmental management field such
as resource science, law enforcement,
forestry resources administration,
fisheries management, wildlife
management, zoology or environment
education.
Although retired, he is now owner of
Wolf Pack Adventures, a father and sons
adventure service.

Dedicated to the memory of C-165
Editor’s Note: Retired Warden Phil
Zieman, C-182, wrote the following story,
which is dedicated to the memory of Herb
Schneider, C-165. Schneider, 83, of Crystal
River, Fla. and Minocqua died on Aug. 23,
2013.
By Phil Zieman
Herb and I became instant friends. It may
have had something to do with the fact that
we had much in common. I was stationed
in Wittenberg and he was in Stevens Point.
Besides being game wardens, both our
wives were named Betty and both were
teachers.
One year after deer season, Herb and
Betty invited us for dinner. We drove to
Stevens Point, did some shopping and arrived at the Schneider’s. When we got to
the house, the first thing Herb did was hand
me a Stevens Point phone number and tell
me to dial it.
I did, and a voice on the other end said,
“Ho! Ho! Ho! This is Santa Claus! I have
nine tiny reindeer in my barn and if you’ve
been a good boy or girl, I’ll come to your
house on Christmas Eve!”
After I hung up, Herb said, “Have you
got any ideas?”
“Yeah! How ‘bout Harry Borner?”
Harry was stationed in Wausau, and we
knew he’d make the call.
We decided to have Herb’s eldest daughter—13 at the time—print this note on lined
notepaper: Mr. Game Warden, If you want
to know who has 9 deer in his barn, call this
number.
She put it in an envelope and addressed it
to “Game Warden” at Borner’s address.
We had no idea what happened after Harry
received the note until our warden conference. Harry got up and told the story. This
was before the state paid for long distance
calls, so a call from Wausau to Stevens
Point was charged by the minute. After
Harry listened to the message, he called
the operator, demanding his money back,
claiming he’d been swindled! Herb and I
confessed.
•••
Then there were the cases I worked with
Herb. One October I received a call from
Herb concerning information that a farmer
in Polonia had some illegal venison. Herb
didn’t have enough information to get a

search warrant, so we planned what was
known at the time as a “sandy.” A sandy
involved putting a man with a radio nearby
as we would go to the suspect’s door and
knock. When the suspect came to the door,
we would tell him or her that we knew
there was illegal venison there and we had
come to get it. Sometimes the suspect
would let us in; sometimes not. That’s
when we needed the “sandy.”
This particular night Herb’s special was
stationed nearby with a radio as Herb and I
walked to the door and knocked. The farmer’s wife came to the door and Herb explained why we were there. She admitted
they had venison, but said that her husband
was playing cards in Polonia. Herb told her
to call him and have him come home.
When he arrived home, the farmer
blocked the doorway and refused to let us
in to look in the freezer. Since he wouldn’t
allow us in, we left to get a search warrant—our evidence was the wife’s admission.
About midnight we returned with the
search warrant. The house was dark. No
one would answer the door.
Herb’s special told us that when our
taillights had faded, the farmer had come
out with a burlap sack, set up a ladder and
climbed to the roof. There were three
chimneys on the roof — the center one, apparently unused, was covered with a metal
plate. The farmer removed the plate and
dropped the sack in, then replaced the plate.
Since no one was answering our knocks,
Herb opened the search warrant and read it
loudly to the door.
We then found a ladder and I climbed to
the roof and removed the chimney’s metal
plate. I couldn’t quite reach the bag, but
Herb found a board with a nail in it, and
I stuck it down the chimney and eventually hooked the bag filled with venison. I
replaced the plate on the chimney, climbed
down, and we left.
On the way out, I asked Herb what he
planned to do now. He said he was going
to let the farmer sit three or four days before bringing him his ticket.
The next time I saw Herb I asked him
what happened. He said that on the third
day he went back to the farmer. The farmer
asked him: “How did you figure out it was
in the chimney?” Herb said, “That’s the
first place we look.”

•••
Another case
occurred right
after deer season
in southeastern
Marathon County. A
farmer I had previously arrested called
and said that while
he was setting his
Schneider
trap under a bridge,
he noticed a large tin
container with numerous deer legs inside
wrapped in newspaper. I went to the
bridge and found the container. The legs
were indeed wrapped in newspaper — a
newspaper with a name and address on it.
I called Herb to stand by and then I went
to the judge with the evidence; he promptly issued a search warrant.
Herb and I went to the farmhouse,
search warrant in hand. The mother
greeted us at the door, but said she knew
nothing about illegal deer.
Herb and I went alone to the basement
since she refused to accompany us. We
found the basement looking like a slaughterhouse—blood and deer hair all over.
We noticed a very large upright freezer
with bloody handprints on the door. It was
locked.
I went upstairs and asked for the key,
but the mother denied knowing where it
was or anything about what “the boys”
were up to.
Back in the basement, we noticed the
freezer was so old that it had strap hinges
on the outside of the door. Luck was with
us! We found a screwdriver, removed the
hinges and the door fell off. And there
were two quartered deer—not yet completely frozen. Untagged!
After removing the evidence, we put the
door back on its hinges and it remained
locked. I went upstairs and demanded the
woman come down to view the evidence.
She questioned how we got in the freezer.
Herb tapped his finger to his temple and
said, “We know how to do that.”
Since the mother refused to implicate
“the boys,” I arrested her for possession
of an illegal deer. She appeared in court
the following Monday, pleaded guilty and
was fined $200. The next year, Herb and I
caught “the boys” themselves with illegal
deer.
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Wisconsin Conservation Warden Association
I want to become a WCWA member or renew my membership
Name ____________________________________________ Telephone ______________________________________
Address ______________________________ City __________________________ State _______ Zip ______________
Email ______________________________________________________________
Regular Memberships
$20 for one-year membership
$40 for three-year membership
$200 for lifetime membership

Associate Memberships
$20 for one-year membership
$40 for three-year membership
$200 for lifetime membership

Sponsor Memberships
$500 for one-year membership
(Includes ad in 2 issues of magazine)

Other ____________________

Memberships expire on June 30. Please make your check payable to the WCWA and mail it to P.O. Box 44, Madison, WI 53701-0044.
Your email will not be shared with anyone. It is for the sole purpose of communicating with our members.

Our purpose
The Wisconsin Conservation Warden Association (WCWA)
exists to further conservation efforts within the state, without
unionizing or collective bargaining, and is dedicated to all of
the men and women who have served as Wisconsin Conservation Wardens since 1879.

Our objectives
•
•
•
•
•

Promote natural resources education
Promote the profession of natural resources law enforcement
Strive to enhance conservation warden/community relationships
Provide encouragement, recognition and support to all
members in their profession
Increase awareness and understanding of conservation
and environmental issues

Why join the WCWA?
•
•
•
•

Receive the official WCWA magazine with information,
pictures and stories that revolve round Wisconsin conservation wardens, past and present
Help support the WCWA Scholarship Program at UWStevens Point
Help establish and maintain a Conservation Warden Memorial Program
Help establish and maintain a Conservation Warden
Museum

Membership categories
•

•
•
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Regular membership — Active and retired, full-time conservation wardens; past and present deputy, special, and
county conservation wardens; and all active and retired
law enforcement officers from other agencies
Associate membership — Individuals or organizations
expressing an interest in supporting the association or any
project in which the association is involved with
Sponsor membership — Any business that provides financial support to the WCWA
Fall 2014

Consider a gift to the WCEF
The Wisconsin Conservation and Education Foundation is a
nonprofit public charity associated with the Wisconsin Conservation Warden Association. The WCEF:
• Awards 15-20 grants anually to Wisconsin conservation
groups, teachers and wardens who promote hunting and
angling opportunities for the young and inexperienced;
recognizes and supports dedicated volunteer safety education instructors; funds river watch programs to protect
Wisconsin’s natural resources; funds river and lake cleanup projects to improve habitats; and funds development
of and improvements to exhibits and educational materials at nature centers and public schools
• Provides funding for scholarships to natural resources law
enforcement students selected by UW-Stevens Point
• Provides support for warden conferences
• Provides support to send children of law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty to summer camp, and more

Yes, I want to donate to the WCEF
Name ________________________________________
Address ______________________________________
City _____________________ State _______ Zip _____
Email _________________________________________
Phone _________________________ Amt. __________
Please send your tax-deductible gift payable to the WCEF to:
Wisconsin Conservation and Education Foundation
P.O. Box 44, Madison, WI 53701-0044
The Wisconsin Conservation and Education Foundation is exempt under
section 501 (c) (3) of the IRS code. The Foundation is classified as a public
charity under IRS code 170 (b) (1) (A) (v9).

WCWA helps fund LTHs, outdoor activities
Warden Jim Cleven of Colfax administered a Learnto-Hunt Pheasants program in November 2013 at a
Menomonie game farm. Thirteen participated in the LTH,
which was sponsored by the Wisconsin DNR, Wisconsin
Conservation Warden Association, the Dunn County Fish
and Game Association and the Whispering Emerald Ridge
Game Farm.
The DNR Poynette Game Farm provided the pheasants, which students hunted with mentors and bird dogs.
Students also shot clay targets at the game farm’s indoor
heated range. Fish and game members, wardens and wildlife technician Chad Mogen mentored the students, and
several pheasants were harvested. Warden Brad Peterson
and Supervisor David Hausman also assisted.

115 youth
participate
in Fremont
tournament
The Fremont Area Law
Enforcement Children’s
Fishing Tournament,
held at Fremont’s Wolf
River Crossing Park in
October 2013, drew 115
participants ages 3-13 who
caught 63 fish in the park’s
lagoon.
The Waupaca County
Sheriff’s Department, Fremont Police Department,
and the DNR teamed up
to sponsor the 28th annual
event, which was organized by DNR Warden Jeff
Knorr and Fremont Police
Chief Gene Goode.
Children also had the
chance to win raffle prizes,
thanks to donations from
local businesses.

The Grant County Outdoor Sport Alliance, formed
in 2005 to promote the safe
and wise use of our natural
resources, participated in
many outdoor activities in
2013. For example:
January 2013 – Fifteen
students learned about winter fish habitat, fish identification, poles and tip-ups,
bait, shelters and ice-cutting
tools, and ice safety at the
third annual Learn to Ice
Fish event at the Bagley
Community Center followed by fishing at Glen Lake.
February 2013 - The
alliance partnered with the
Southwest Wisconsin Technical College Blue Line Club
and put on an Outdoor Skills
Day at the Fennimore technical
college. The event offered stations in spin and fly casting, fly
tying, taxidermy, decoys and
calling, traps and furs, BB gun
and archery ranges, Lasershot
as well as seminars on falconry,
outdoor photography, outdoor
cooking and more. Several

WCWA members participated
in this event, including Rick
DeWitte, Catherina Nooyen,
Tom Sturdivant, Joe Frost,
Todd Schaller, Carl Batha and
Chuck Horn.
March 2013 – Thirty firsttime hunters participated in the
eighth annual Learn to Turkey
Hunt in Northern Grant County
September 2013 – More
than 20 students learned about
pheasants and other upland
game birds, techniques, bird
dogs and shooting skills at the
sixth annual Learn to Pheas-

ant Hunt at the Bloomington
Sportsmen’s Club. The students
were then able to hunt behind
both pointing and flushing dogs
to see how each worked.
October 2013 – The third
annual Learn to Squirrel Hunt
event was held at the Stitzer
Sportsmen’s Club and on
neighboring private lands.
Fourteen students participated
and learned about the three
species of squirrels found
in Wisconsin, hunting techniques, safety and shooting
skills.
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WCWA grant funds musky clinic
On June 28, 10 new musky hunters
were paired up with experienced musky
anglers in the attempt to catch the elusive
Esox masquinongy in a Learn-to-Fish
Muskies clinic held at Johnnie’s Resort
on Wabikon Lake in Forest County. After
a PowerPoint® presentation put together
by DNR Fisheries Biologist Greg Matzke
and Technician Aaron Nelson, the group
enjoyed a pulled pork lunch before
heading out on Wabikon, Riley and Silver
lakes to fish.
Although bass and several northern pike
were caught, the only musky boated was
a 34.5-inch fish landed by mentor Brent

Manning. Wardens Dahlquist, Crotty and
Price would like to thank the mentors,
including Warden Rich Thole and Matzke,
for sharing their time, experience and
equipment, as well as Mepp’s Spinners
and Spoons and Janie Harpster of Janie’s
Flies for donating tackle, resort owner
John Aschenbrenner for hosting the event
and donating his personal tackle, and the
WCWA for sponsoring the lunch.
Left: Angler Domenic Judkin returned to Riley
Lake a week after participating in the clinic to
catch his first musky, a 38-inch beauty.

