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Sportsman’s Club donates $2,000 to DNR
The Taylor County Sportsman’s 

Club took another step toward ensuring 
their legacy of protecting, encouraging 
and promoting the natural resources of 
Taylor County in August 2007 when 
they donated $2,000 to the DNR.

The money will be used toward 
night airplane flights for enforcement 
of shining and shooting deer. This 
gift assists the Department of Natu-
ral Resources’ mission to protect and 
enhance the natural resources of the 
state of Wisconsin, said David Oginski, 
conservation warden supervisor for the 
Park Falls team. The DNR strives to 
build strong relationships with constitu-
ent groups and supports conservation 
wardens’ efforts at the local level.

The gift will enhance law enforce-
ment efforts regarding illegal night 
hunting activities and related illegal 
harvest of game, Oginski said. Law 
enforcement effectiveness is increased 
through the use of aerial patrols cover-
ing large areas subject to illegal shining 
and shooting activity.  Aerial patrols 
combined with additional conservation warden units on the 
ground during peak periods should reduce the poaching impact 
on wildlife populations in Taylor County and surrounding areas.

Oginski said the club understands the responsibility sports-
men have as caretakers of the natural resources. They’ve been 
supportive of DNR efforts and have a long history of community 
involvement, including providing assistance to Warden Nick 

Nice and law enforcement efforts and public relations programs. 
The DNR welcomes the opportunity to work cooperatively 

with the Taylor County Sportsmen’s Club toward protecting our 
natural resources for current and future generations, Oginksi said.  
Through the club’s habitat improvement efforts, such as building 
and placing wood duck and bluebird nest boxes to building and 
placing fish cribs in area lakes, the organization has demonstrated 
leadership in conservation efforts, he added. 

Conservation Warden Nick Nice, left, receives a $2,000 donation from the Taylor County Sportsman’s 
Club President Mike Riggle and board member Kurt Staab.

was physically and mentally prepared for the grueling race only 
six weeks after her accident.

But once on the starting line she knew she was in it to win. 
Off she went! The course was hard, with technical challenges, 
rock gardens, and a couple of long gradual climbs. Dombrowski 
crashed a few times on the rocks early on and it took a little 
energy out of her. But she was able to climb back on the bike and 
pull it all together.

Twenty hours later, the race was over and Dombrowski had 
won in her class, coming in 154th overall. She had pedaled 156.2 
miles and climbed 6,380 feet in elevation. 

It wasn’t her first win, however. Dombrowski has been com-
petitively racing mountain bikes for five years. In 2007,  she  took 
first overall in the Wisconsin Endurance Mountain Bike Series. 
She also was ranked eighth overall in the Wisconsin Off-Road 
Series in the Expert Women Field and second in her age group.

But it was the 2007 24 Hours of Nine Mile where she placed 
second in her division that completely hooked her on endurance 
mountain bike racing.

For 2008, her record is continuing to be set. Just one week 
later, on Aug. 10, Dombrowski placed third in the Sunburst 
Showdown. And who knows what the rest of the season will bring 

with the 12 Hours at Crystal Ridge in Franklin and the 12 Hours 
at Reforestation Camp in Suamico in the following weeks.

April Dombrowski won 
her class in the 24 Hours 
of 9 Mile race.
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Shikar Safari names Dewald officer of year
DNR warden supervisor Steve Dewald, 

stationed in La Crosse, has received the 
Shikar-Safari Club International Wildlife 
Officer of the Year Award for Wisconsin.

The Shikar-Safari Club recognized 
Dewald’s “selfless work ethic,” his pro-
gressive approach to law enforcement and 
his efforts to promote and acknowledge 
high ethical standards among hunters. The 
award was presented at the February 2008 
Natural Resources Board meeting.

Dewald played a key role in preserving 
public access to large blocks of the federal 
Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife 
and Fish Refuge, 261 miles of outstand-
ing fish and wildlife habitat bordering on 
four states. He was an active participant 
and a champion of hunters, fishermen 
and other wildlife enthusiasts as the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service prepared updated 
comprehensive conservation and furbearer 
management plans for the refuge and con-
sidered whether it would be necessary to 
close critical habitat areas to the public.

 “Steve Dewald focused on ensuring 
a balance is struck between providing the 
public opportunity to enjoy the resource, 
while still protecting the resource,” said 

DNR chief warden Randy Stark.
“Steve leads by example in many 

ways. He is progressive and visionary. He 
works hard to continuously improve the 
DNR Bureau of Law Enforcement and 
adapt the organization to meet new chal-
lenges.”

Dewald joined the department in 1980 

as a law enforcement patrol officer. Two 
years later he became a field warden. He 
was promoted to warden supervisor in 
1990.

He has negotiated law enforcement 
agreements amongst the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, the U.S. Coast Guard and 
the states of Wisconsin, Minnesota and 
Iowa. He also served as Wisconsin liaison 
and helped craft law enforcement agree-
ments between the states and the U.S. 
Coast Guard and between the U.S. Coast 
Guard and the Canadian Coast Guard. In 
addition, Dewald worked with the state 
Legislature to enact Wisconsin’s double-
hull barge bill to protect the Mississippi 
River from oil spills.

Each year Shikar-Safari Club Inter-
national honors an officer whose efforts 
during the previous year show outstanding 
performance and achievement in the area 
of state wildlife law enforcement. Founded 
in 1952 to advance knowledge of wildlife 
worldwide, the club works to enhance and 
preserve wildlife and has placed particular 
emphasis on endangered and threatened 
species through the promotion of enforce-
ment of conservation laws and regulations.

Hochhausen awarded for hunter ed programs
A Department of Natural Resources conservation warden who last year expanded 

hunting opportunities for the physically challenged and youth, and helped save 
a young hunter in 2006, has received state and international awards for his 
outstanding hunter education performance.
Warden Dale Hochhausen of Kansasville has received the State of Wisconsin and 

the International Hunter Education Association awards for Outstanding Professional 
of the Year in Hunter Education for 2007.
“Dale brings a spirit of community policing to his position and has rallied others 

to help undertake projects that are a benefit to the ultimate future of the sport of 
hunting,” Warden Joe Jerich, Hochhausen’s supervisor, said. “Dale’s people skills 
and ability to build teamwork has had great results, and will have significant impact 
on the future of hunting and hunter education.”
A basic hunter and bow hunter education instructor, Hochhausen teaches roughly 

six classes annually and has made innovative contributions to the program 
throughout his career. Most notably, Hochhausen has recruited hunters of varying 
physical abilities and youth through Shooting Sports and Learn to Hunt programs – 
including goose, dove, pheasant, squirrel and rabbit events.
He regularly speaks to the elementary school students in southern Wisconsin 

and participates in wild game cooking demonstrations, and helps at local events 
associated with the National Wild Turkey Federation Jakes youth program and 
Ducks Unlimited.
Also strong in the enforcement program, Hochhausen in 2007 investigated 35 

complaints related to hunting issues and was involved in 32 arrests for hunting 
violations. In 2006, he also received a Lifesaving Award for his role in saving a 
missing youth hunter.

Niemeyer receives
top waterfowl honor

Southeast Region Conservation Warden 
Jennifer Niemeyer was named the 2008 
Wisconsin Waterfowl Officer of the Year 
during the Wisconsin Conservation Con-
gress annual convention in May.

Niemeyer is a nine-year veteran of the 
DNR who successfully juggles duties as 
educator and enforcement officer. As a 
contributing writer for the Kenosha News, 
she has written extensively about dove 
hunting rules and promoted the DNR 
Violation Hotline. She works regularly 
with youth in waterfowling by participat-
ing in the Department’s hunter education 
program and Greenwings program through 
her local Ducks Unlimited chapter.

As an enforcement officer, she has  pur-
sued violations of protected species shoot-
ings. With a beat that straddles the Illinois-
Wisconsin border, she also works with her 
Illinois counterparts on inter-jurisdictional 
enforcement activities.

Niemeyer has also partnered with wild-
life and water regulations staff on a variety 
of projects.
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Kitch-iti-kipi: Michigan’s largest spring
By Barbara A. Schmitz

Wisconsin has Sullivan Spring and 
Hickey Spring. Then there’s Big Spring 
and Nursery Spring, too. The Lodi Marsh 
has numerous springs, while Devine Lake 
is spring fed and the Brule River originates 
from springs.

Yes, there’s no doubt that Wisconsin has 
many springs. But none can quite compare 
to Upper Michigan’s Kitch-iti-kipi, located 
in Palms Book State Park. Two hundred 
feet across and 40-feet deep, Kitch-iti-kipi 
is Michigan’s largest freshwater spring with 
more than 10,000 gallons of water a min-
ute gushing from fissures in the underlying 
limestone.

And did I mention it’s pretty, too?
Visitors to the state park can take a self-

operated observation raft across the clear, 
45-degree Fahrenheit water. As you look 
over the sides of the raft or peer through its 
glass bottom, the water takes on an emer-
ald green tint, and clouds of sand seem to 
bubble and dance around as hydrostatic 
pressure forces water through the nar-
row openings. But you see more than just 
dancing sand as you look down. You’ll find ancient tree trunks, 
lime-encrusted branches and trout.

Legend has it that Kitch-iti-kipi was a young chieftain whose 
girlfriend got the best of him. He told her he loved her more than 
other women, but she wanted proof. As a test of his devotion, she 
required that he sail in the conifer swamp and catch her as she 
leapt from an overhanging bough. He died instead, and the spring 
was named Kitch-iti-kipi in his memory.

Another legend says that a drop of honey on a piece of birch 

bark dipped into Kitch-iti-kipi and presented to a loved one will 
make them true forever.

The state of Michigan purchased the spring and surround-
ing property for $10 in 1926 from John Ballaire, and Bellaire 
personally escorted countless visitors to the bubbling pool until 
his death.

Kitch-iti-kipi is said to have many meanings in the Chippewa 
language, such as the Great Water, The Blue Sky I See and The 
Roaring, Bubbling Spring. 

It is located just west of Manistique.

An observation raft takes park visitors over Kitch-iti-kipi’s clear water at Palms Book State Park 
in Thompson, Mich.

So where does the 
water come from?
Signs on the observation raft illustrate what happens.

• �Rain and melting snow seep into the ground at higher 
elevations and the water at the top pressurizes the water 
beneath.

• �The water then seeps into the cataract formation and is 
trapped by the waterproof bedrock above and below.

• �The ground water moves slowly downward, dissolving 
soluble components of the bedrock and creating caves 
and tunnels.

• �It is pressurized as more and more water seeps into the 
bedrock from the surface. 

• �Beneath the springs, the bedrock is cracked, allowing 
the pressurized water to squirt into the pond.

The white “smoke” in the lower left-hand is actually the billowing sand of 
the Kitch-iti-kipi. The pressurized water from the spring makes the sand 
at the bottom look like it is dancing or bubbling.
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Fishing Fun Day

In June 2008, 60 third graders from 
Park Falls and Butternut participated 
in a fishing fun day at the Coolidge 
Springs Trout Farm near Fifield.  War-
den Dan Michels organized the event, 
which included a tour of the hatchery, 
a casting contest, a fish ID quiz, and 
trout fishing with each student able to 
catch and take home two trout. About 
15 volunteers donated their time and 
talents to help keep hooks baited and 
lines untangled.

fun-tastic!is
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