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Wisconsin DNR offi cials were busy at the Ducks Unlimited Festival, held 

Aug. 24-26, 2007, in Oshkosh, where they spent most of their time 
in Conservation Village educating people about hunting and fi shing 
regulations and more.  Outagamie County Warden Mike Young and 

Warden Supervisor Todd Schaller answer questions.

The DNR’s Jon 
King helps chil-
dren transfer the 
colored picture 
they drew on 
T-shirts at the 
Ducks Unlimited 
Great Outdoors 
Festival.
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By Stephanie Daniel
Mike Stahl’s father introduced a love of hunting upland birds 

and waterfowl to his son, teaching Stahl not only the techniques 
of the sport, but also about their stewardship responsibilities as 
sportsmen. These experiences helped fuel Stahl’s love of the 
outdoors.

As a young man, he researched the work of conservation 
offi cers and began his career path at the University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point, eventually receiving a degree in resource manage-
ment and a minor in environmental law enforcement. Stahl did 
not get hired as a conservation warden directly out of college. 
Instead, he worked seven years as a police offi cer for the city of 
Manitowoc. During this time, he also took on the roles of special 
conservation warden and park patrol offi cer for Point Beach.

His patience and dedication have not gone unnoticed. Stahl 
has now been with the DNR for 18 years and was recently hon-
ored as the recipient of the 2006 Haskell Noyes award in recogni-
tion of his “faithful and able service.” The award is symbolic of 
Wisconsin’s hardest working and most dedicated wardens. Stahl 
was presented the pocket watch, which represents the pinnacle 
of a fi eld offi cer’s career, by Bob Banks, the grandson of the late 
Haskell Noyes, former Conservation Commission chairman. 
Stahl is the 77th recipient of the award.

From the complex investigations of snowmobile fatalities 
or illegal deer hunting cases, to educating children at a summer 
camp about the rules and regulations of boating and fi shing, Stahl 
has done it all. To his peers, he has become known as a “Jack of 
all warden trades.”

“He is committed to ATV, boat, hunting and snowmobile 
safety and education; has a strong relationship with all members 
of the criminal justice system; implements our community war-
dening philosophy; and works well with the news media as well 
as service, sports and conservation clubs, and schools—actively 
educating the public on DNR issues,” said Randy Stark, Wiscon-
sin’s chief warden. “Mike displays integrity and an untiring work 
ethic on behalf of conservation.”

Stark adds that Stahl is a team player and has a willingness 
to unselfi shly lend his assistance to fellow wardens and other 
Department staff.

A Manitowoc native, Stahl has spent much of his career with 
the DNR serving in Oconto County. According to Stark, Stahl has 
developed and sustained a well-rounded enforcement program 
in Oconto Falls and excels not only in his role at his assigned 
station, but also in any other responsibilities or assignments he is 
given.

His strong public relations skills are apparent in his interac-
tions with local conservation organizations and at local events 
that promote conservation, and he serves on the Oconto Falls 
Park Recreation Committee.

Through his years of service, Stahl has gained valuable 
knowledge and skills that he willingly shares as a fi eld training 
offi cer. Stark said Stahl has demonstrated these skills through 
helping investigate complex accidents and illegal incidents.

Stahl has strong leadership skills and works hard to meet 
the new challenges in conservation. He is fulfi lling a leadership 
role as the union steward in the Northeast Region and recently 

joined the “snowmobile accident reduction team,” the “ready to 
respond” support team initiative and participates in the Depart-
ment’s CWD management efforts.

With his years of varied work, 
Stahl has compiled quite a collec-
tion of memorable events.

“Some of the most memorable 
usually had to do with deer hunt-
ing,” said Stahl. He tells of a case 

where he and Warden Supervisor Robert Goerlinger watched a 
subject walk into a fi eld with a hand-held spotlight and shoot a 
large buck. While the two were arresting the violator, the evi-
dence crawled off and had to be tracked down and killed. 

“This was the fi rst case where I had a judge give the maxi-
mum penalty as he did not believe the subject’s story that this 
was his fi rst time,” said Stahl.

Another story occurred during Labor Day weekend in 2001. 
Warden Rick Peters and Stahl set up surveillance on an area 
where a large number of panfi sh were being caught. During the 
weekend, the two made 17 arrests for various fi shing violations.

“(Stahl) is very dedicated and passionate about his work as a 
conservation warden. He is very respected in the community and 
with law enforcement,” said Byron Goetsch, regional warden out 
of Green Bay and former recipient of the Haskell Noyes award. 
“This award is quite an honor and it is a humbling experience.”

Noyes established the award in 1930 as a way to honor those 
wardens who possessed and demonstrated the best qualities of 
professional law enforcement to natural resources and the resi-
dents of Wisconsin. 

“We look for a warden who is an excellent employee with a 
well-rounded enforcement, education and community involve-
ment program,” said Goetsch. “Stahl has demonstrated all those 
qualities since the day he started with the DNR…he is a credit to 
the warden service, the Department and the state of Wisconsin.”

Stahl receives 2006 Haskell Noyes award

Warden Mike Stahl holds a bear cub 
that was one of two removed illegally 
from the wild.
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By Mike Kitt
When a person with any prior 

knowledge thinks about sturgeon spear-
ing through the ice in Wisconsin, they 
probably envision something similar to 
watching an unplugged television set. And 
for the most part, that is a pretty accurate 
depiction.

That is, unless you happen to hit it just 
right. For 25 years I have either worked 
the sturgeon-spearing season as a conser-
vation warden or participated as a spearer. 
In that time, I have stared down an awful 
lot of holes with little or no results. That 
is, until the 2007 season.

It all started one day in September 
when I received a DNR letter in the mail. I 
fi gured it was either my “pink slip” or my 
earn-a-buck sticker. Much to my surprise, 
it was an upriver lakes sturgeon tag.

Lake Winnebago is open every year to 
anyone who purchases a separate sturgeon 
license. The three upriver lakes — Butte 
des Morts, Winneconne and Poygan — are 
considered a nursery for young fi sh and a 
staging area for pre-spawn fi sh, and were 
only open once every fi ve years to spear-
ing. But beginning in 2007, the upriver 
lakes are open every year with a limited 
number of tags issued in a lottery system. 
2007 kicked off with a possible 500 tags 
available and 482 of those were actu-
ally purchased by the deadline. A system 
was set up whereby certain numbers of 
adult females, juvenile females and males 
harvested would trigger the closure of the 
season. This harvest cap ensures against 
over-harvest like the system has experi-
enced several times in the past.

The afternoon before the season opener 
found me “cut in” on Lake Poygan in an 
area known to contain a lot of sturgeon in 
past years. I set up my canvas teepee and 
planned to watch for several hours to see 
if any fi sh were around. Soon I was joined 
by retired Conservation Warden Steve 
Schlimgen, who also drew a highly cov-
eted upriver tag. I directed him to a likely 
looking area not far from my location. I 
watched for several hours and observed 
several gar and some “well-fed” wall-
eyes, but no sturgeon. Nonetheless, I was 
encouraged for the following day.

The next morning found me at my 
portable shack at the 6:30 opening time. 

I quickly opened the hole and put out my 
decoy and prepared for the vigil to follow. 
Within minutes I saw a sturgeon. It was 
not very big — maybe 36 inches, but it 
was a sturgeon all the same — my fi rst! 
Soon I was seeing walleyes, gar and a 
nearly 40-inch northern pike. I am an avid 
pike spearer in Michigan’s Upper Penin-
sula, and am used to seeing big pike. But 
putting a 40-inch pike in front of me when 
the season is closed is like putting a cookie 

in front of a child and telling him or 
her not to eat it. I stayed the course 
and continued the vigil.

At 8:20 a.m. my cell phone rang. 
It was my boss and a fellow 
spearer, who was spearing on 
Winnebago and calling to see 
what I was seeing. I was 
explaining what a thrilling 
morning I was 
having when 
I looked down 
and saw the 
unmistakable head 
of a sturgeon 
appear in the 
hole. This 
one 
was 

considerably larger than the previous 
sturgeon. I’m no stranger to big pike, but 
the sight of a more-than-legal sturgeon in 
the hole is a thrill that is unmatched and 
downright terrifying! With the phone still 
in my hand, I grabbed the spear with my 
free hand and made a one-handed throw. 
My spear fl ew true, and as I took up the 
fi ght I apologized to my fellow spearer for 
hanging up as I heard his raucous laughter 
in the background.

Sooner than expected the fi ght was 
over, and I had the fi sh on the ice and out-
side of the tent. Once I was able to stifl e 
my uncontrollable shaking, I tagged the 
fi sh and pulled out my tape ruler. The fi sh 

taped out at 48 inches — not huge by stur-
geon standards, but a thrill in my mind! I 
called Steve over and we “high-fi ved” in 
celebration.

Once I had my gear away, I sat with 
my friend in his shack. In the next 30 
minutes we had a big sturgeon swim by 
the edge of the hole and a smaller but still 
legal fi sh swim right through the hole.

I then set out to spread my “luck” 
around. I sat in another shack a short 
distance away that contained another 
spearing friend of mine. After 20 minutes 
my cell phone rang again.  I answered the 
phone, but before I  heard the voice on 

the other end,  we saw a large 
sturgeon enter the hole. I 

hung up just as my friend 
threw the spear. Soon the 
fi ght was on as the fi sh 

made big sweeps 
around the hole. 

A short time 
later, we 
landed a 

fat 56-
inch 
fi sh. 
My 

record now sat at fi ve sturgeons in four 
hours!

A short time later, I went back to 
Steve’s shack, only to fi nd out he had 
missed two big fi sh while I was gone. 
When the season closed for the day at 
12:30, Steve had seen six sturgeons. The 
following day Steve saw two more fi sh 
and fi nally speared a 52-inch sturgeon.

When all was said and done, 12 stur-
geons were seen in three shacks in 1 1/2 
mornings of spearing. Sturgeon spearing 
is anything but boring — when you are in 
the right spot!

Mike Kitt is the Marine Enforcement 
Warden in Marinette.

Spears, Sturgeons & Cell Phones

Sturgeon spearing is anything 
but boring — when you are in 
the right spot!
                                            –Mike Kitt
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By Skip Cloutier
It was October and my special and I were working shiners in 

Taylor County. It was about 3 a.m. and the bars had been closed 
for an hour so we were working our way home. Driving down 
Highway 64, we saw a light working in a fi eld near the road. I 
knew the place. It was the home of a giant of a pulp jack who was 
known to live pretty much off the land. He cut pulp all day and 
near the end of each day he and his wife piled the pulp for the 
trucker to pick up at the end of the week. They did this by hand. 
He got on one end of the stick and she on the other. Nobody 
messed or argued with either of them.

I blocked his pickup just before he got into the farmyard. He 
had a hand spotlight plugged into the lighter 
and a .308 rifl e on the seat next to him. I 
opened the door and said, “Give me the light, 
Willard.” He said, “Like hell!” and smashed 
it on the dashboard.

My special, Brian Peterson, had opened 
the other door and grabbed the gun. Willard 
saw that and started to roar, “My gun! He’s 
got my gun!” He jumped from the truck 
and knocked me down. By the time I got 
on my feet he was pounding Brian into 

the ground.
I grabbed Willard and was rewarded with a sledgehammer 

blow from the biggest fi st I have ever seen. Brian, being the great 
special he was, still had hold of the gun. I couldn’t get Willard 
off him so I reached for the can of Mace I had. Mace was new 
then and the department frowned on us having it, but a few of us 
carried it anyway.

I gave Willard a squirt in the face and down he went. But so did 
Brian. Before I could get a hand on him, Willard scooted under 
the pickup. He was so big that there was not an inch of free space 
between him and the truck. He humped up and he was jammed in 
tight.

I tried to get him out, but he wouldn’t budge. I got a cuff 
on one wrist, but just barely. I had to squeeze it on with both 
hands because his wrists were so big. I pulled to no avail. Brian 
came around and helped me pull on the handcuff. I was sure we 
couldn’t get him out and more important, I was sure we were 
making enough noise to wake up his wife and then we’d really be 
in trouble. So I left Brian to keep pulling while I went to the radio 
and called for help.

Don Bjork, my neighboring warden, answered my call and 
headed our way. I went back to pulling on the handcuff. Finally 
I was getting tired so I told Willard, “Come on out or I’ll spray 
you again.” He told me to go to hell so I gave him a squirt in the 
face. After that he came out and I suddenly 
wished he hadn’t.

Man, he was strong. But Brian and 
I were able to get Willard’s other arm 
behind his back and get both hands cuffed. 
It took two pairs of cuffs because one 
wouldn’t reach. As soon as the second one 
locked, he settled down and started to cry 
that they were too tight.

Bjork arrived just then. He looked 
things over and said, “You don’t need 
help” and left.

We took Willard to jail and I washed out 
his eyes and locked him in a cell before I 
took the cuffs off. He pled guilty to shining 
in county court the next day and paid his fi ne.

The jailer told me he had complained all night and kept saying, 
“That crazy warden has got some magic sh*t he sprays on you 
and it knocks you right off your feet and down to the ground.”

Two weeks later I was the designated driver on the way to a 
meeting with the judge and the police chief. We stopped in a bar 
in Gilman and were sitting there when Willard came up to me and 
said: “It’s my turn, warden. I’m going to beat the hell right out of 
you.”

I knew he could and I knew he was serious and I was in for a 
beating. I looked him in the eye and stuck my hand in my pocket 
and said, “Willard, I’ve got a can of that magic sh*t in my pocket 
and I’ll put you down on your knees right here in front of all your 
friends if you don’t back off.”

He let out a nervous laugh and told me he was only kidding and 
wanted to buy me a beer. I refused and we left the bar. I sure felt 
lucky. I didn’t have any magic sh*t in my pocket and had pulled 
off a hell of a bluff.

I never saw him again and it never bothered me that I didn’t.
SKIP CLOUTIER is a retired warden who was stationed at 

Pepin, Fond du Lac, Oshkosh, Hurley, Medford, Black River 
Falls, Dodgeville and Madison. He now lives in Texas when it’s 
cold and Superior when it’s warm. This story occurred in 1968 
while he was at the Medford station.

Cloutier 

Magic Sh*t
I gave Willard a squirt in the face, and down he went...
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By Greg Matthews
Four South Central Region conserva-

tion wardens were recently singled out for 
their outstanding law enforcement accom-
plishments during 2006.

Warden Casey Krueger, Portage, was 
honored for his outstanding law enforce-
ment public relations activities. Respon-
sible for Columbia County, he focuses his 
communication and education outreach on 
schools, youth groups, sports clubs, civic 
organizations, the public and the news 
media. 

Stationed in Watertown and respon-
sible for Jefferson County, warden Dave 
Walz’s outdoor safety programs garnered 
him recognition. In addition to manag-
ing annual programs on hunting, boating, 
ATV and snowmobile safety, Walz joins in 
at numerous community events to edu-
cate the community on being safe in the 
outdoors.

Recognition for excellence in environ-
mental protection went to conservation 
warden Mike Dieckhoff, of Janesville. 
Covering the southern half of Rock 
County, he responded to numerous spills, 
water regulation issues, hazardous waste, 
manure runoff and other environmental 
complaints. Dieckhoff also held environ-
mental enforcement in-service training for 
the Rock County Sheriff’s Department. 

Conservation warden Rick DeWitte, 
Cassville, received the overall award for 

law enforcement, outdoor safety, public 
relations and environmental protection in 
southern Grant County. During 2006, he 
joined the Grant County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Cassville Police Department, 
Emergency Government and other local 

and state agencies on a wide range of is-
sues from dive team training to locating a 
murder suspect.

GREG MATTHEWS is the SCR public 
affairs manager. 

WDNR Photo
SCR conservation wardens honored for their work last year include, from left, Casey Krueger, 
Portage, public relations; Mike Dieckhoff, Janesville, environmental protection; Dave Walz, Water-
town, outdoor safety programs; and Rick DeWitte, Cassville, outstanding overall warden. 

4 SCR wardens noted for outstanding work

Dad’s Gravy Duck
Submitted by Lynne L Hettrick of McFarland
Ingredients:
Wild ducks
1 large onion, diced
1-cup homemade wild grape wine
1 handful chopped parsley
1/2 pound sliced fresh mushrooms
Salt and pepper
Kitchen Bouquet, few drops

When the ducks have lots of pinfeathers, or are shot up, I fi let out and skin the breast meat and 
legs. I also sometimes save legs from big ducks when I don’t need them for other recipes. I use 
these types of pieces in this recipe.
Dip in Mies dry batter. Brown in Canola oil in cast iron pan. Put in pressure cooker (best for making 
meat tender.) Add to cooker the remaining ingredients. I cook it at 15 pounds of pressure for 22-24 
minutes. Cool cooker carefully under cold running water; follow manufacturer’s directions. When 
cooled, remove cover and add mixed cornstarch and water, simmer to thicken gravy. Great when 
served with baked or boiled potatoes (unpeeled) or squash. For dessert, serve Amish gingerbread 
cake and ice cream. 

Editor’s Note: Lynne Hettrick 
wrote: “A few years ago, I helped 
my mother compile her favorite 
recipes into a cookbook for her 
children and grandchildren. My 
dad insisted a chapter be set aside 
in that cookbook for his “River 
Recipes,” which he sent me one 
day from his camp along the 
Mississippi River near Ferryville, 
scribbled out on various kinds of 
scratch paper. He developed these 
recipes by trial and error over 
the years, feeding many wardens 
and sportsmen in the process. I 
have enclosed one such recipe 
in hopes that you will fi nd space 
for it in Wisconsin Game Warden 
Magazine.
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It’s a “not-so-warm” 
April night in Marinette. 
Walleyes by the thousands 
are moving into the shal-
lows to complete their 
annual spring ritual of 
spawning to ensure future 
generations of walleyes in 
the Bay of Green Bay. 

Troop 1054 of the Bay-
Lakes Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America is pre-
paring to deploy for their 
tour of duty at 5 p.m. The 
boys from Marinette, Wis. 
and Menominee, Mich. 
will keep up their vigil for 
several hours to ensure 
compliance with local fi sh-
ing regulations. They also 
grab a large trash bag so 
they can police up the area 
during their patrol.

This scene has been 
repeated most nights in 
the month of April for seven years. The M&M Fish Patrol was 
the brainchild of Marinette Marine Conservation Warden Mike 
Kitt and Michigan Conservation Offi cer Terry Short. Local Scout 
leaders were looking for an outdoor project for their conservation 
merit badge at about the same time the local conservation offi cers 
— strapped by limited manpower — were looking for some 
reliable help to curtail violations of snagging and over bagging 
of spawning walleyes. Local businesses and clubs were quick 
to help out with money and equipment. The Wisconsin Conser-
vation Warden’s Association also helped out by replacing old, 
worn-out radios.

Each spring, new Scouts are put through an orientation, cover-
ing life histories of local fi sh, fi sheries and game management 
techniques, and “rules of engagement” for the Fish Patrol. 
This orientation, combined with participation in the patrol 
and a small project, earns Scouts their merit badge. Several 
parents will accompany the patrol, which consists of new 
Scouts and older “veterans” of the patrol, who usually take 
the new guys under their wing and show them the ropes.

Scouts are issued a vest to wear, and are given a patrol 
hat, which is theirs to keep compliments of one of the local 
fi shing clubs. Scheduling is handled by the different troops 
in the area.

“The idea is for the Scouts to be visible — we want 
them to be seen and recognized,” says Kitt.

Kitt said walleyes were always here, but in nowhere near 
the numbers that are seen today.

“Twenty years ago, there was about a month of decent 
fi shing for walleyes,” he says. “Now, walleyes are caught 
nearly year-round, with some fi sh measuring in at over 32 

inches.”
The M&M Great Lakes 

Sport Fishermen’s As-
sociation receives walleye 
fry from the Michigan 
DNR each year, and raises 
them through the summer 
in a pond located near 
an old landfi ll. Money is 
raised locally to provide 
food for the young fi sh, 
which are released in the 
fall. To date, more than 
3 million walleyes have 
been released through 
these efforts.

“Local efforts of rear-
ing, stocking and protect-
ing have turned this into a 
world-class fi shery,” Kitt 
says, bragging. “People 
come from everywhere to 
fi sh here.”

It’s 8:30 p.m. and 
Troop 1054 checks out 

with a report on the night’s activities. A big slug of walleyes came 
in along Stephenson Island just before dark. At least 10 fi sh were 
snagged, but every time a fi sh was hooked, the Scouts ran down 
and stood next to the fi shermen and reminded them that snagged 
fi sh had to be returned to the water. Some of the fi shermen were 
upset at having to release the fi sh, but most understood. 

Kitt is quick to comment: “This is why the Scouts are here 
— they are acting as a deterrent. We can’t measure their efforts, 
but I know it has been signifi cant over the years. I see this fi shery 
improving every year.”

Submitted by Mike Kitt, marine enforcement conservation 
warden in Marinette.

M&M Patrol still protecting walleyes 

Submitted photo

Warden Mike Kitt briefs Boy Scouts about spawning hotspots.

Submitted photo

Troop 1054 of Oconto Falls prepares to deploy for their night of duty.
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By Harland Steinhorst

125 years ago
•Two state fi sh wardens made up the total warden force in Wisconsin: Rolla Baker 

of Bayfi eld and Alanson C. Cooley of Ripon.
•Sixty-seven counties had either sex deer seasons. The season was open from Sept. 

15 to Jan. 1. In addition, four northern counties had their own special seasons from 16 
days to 3 1/2 months long.

100 years ago
•J.W. Stone of Barron is appointed chief warden. He had been a member of the 

warden force since 1899, and in the previous year, made 17 arrests resulting in 15 
convictions.

•State law prohibited the use of elevated scaffold during deer season. Deer season is 
20 days long in the 35 open counties.

•First closed season on moose.

75 years ago
•In March, the Law Enforcement division was given approval for the use of under-

cover personnel in special cases, and rules were set up for control and prompt reporting 
of their activities.

•Price of a deer tag increased to $1.
•In September, Conservation Warden Reed and Special Warden Small arrested a 

man in Vilas County driving a Marmon, a brand of car, specially equipped to transport 
game. The violator had both venison and partridges, and was headed for Indiana.

50 years ago
•WCD Law Enforcement established cooperative agreement with the State Crime 

Laboratory related to technical work.
•Resident deer license increased to $4. The Legislature enacted the fi rst party per-

mit system. There were fi ve different deer seasons with different sex restrictions.

25 years ago
•New laws relating to boathouses were enacted, and license stamps were now 

required for trout and salmon. In addition, vehicles were prohibited from operating on 
the bed of navigable state waters.

•Ralph Christensen is appointed chief warden.
•The DNR’s toll-free hotline received more than 1,000 calls on fi sh and game viola-

tions.
•Retired Chief Warden George Hadland died. He served as a state warden for 26 

years.

Harland Steinhorst is a retired warden now living in LaValle.

WCEF grant helps pay 
for kids fi shing day

More than 140 children attended the 
2006 Free Kids Fishing Day and caught 
more than 220 fi sh.

 Wilton Rod & Gun put on the day 
to encourage children to go fi shing, 
and organizers said the event couldn’t 
happen without sponsors such as the 
Wisconsin Conservation Education 
Foundation.

WCEF gives $300 to 
fi shing, bear projects

DNR Warden Michael Vogelsang 
presented a $300 check to Robert 
Cameron. The grant from the Wisconsin 
Conservation and Education Foundation 
helped to pay for the North Wisconsin 
Rod and Gun Club’s 2006 Boys and 
Girls Fishing Party and the Ashland 
High School Black Bear study project.

WCEF grant benefi ts
Kid’s Fishing Clinic

A $300 grant from the Wisconsin 
Conservation and Education Foundation 
was used to purchase 100 tackle boxes 
for a Kid’s Fishing Clinic at Plenke’s 
Pond in Reedsburg.

About 80 children attended the 
clinic, held June 2, and all 80 received a 
new fi shing pole and a tackle box fi lled 
with the basic gear to go panfi shing. In 
addition, a fi sh lunch was provided and 
all children could attend seminars on 
walleye fi shing, fi sh fi lleting, fi shing 
laws, water safety and other topics.

“There are many sponsors for this 
event and the money received from the 
WCEF went a long way in helping kids 
get into the fun of fi shing with good 
and practical equipment,” said War-
den David Horzewski, co-organizer of 
the event sponsored by the Reedsburg 
Outdoor Club. 

“On behalf of myself and my co-or-
ganizer Tom Schlough we would like to 
thank you for your grant money.”

 IN BRIEF
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Professionalism and a reputation for fairness were 
cited as reasons why Conservation Warden Chris 
Groth was selected “Warden of the Year – 2006” 
by the Wisconsin Trappers Association.  

This statewide honor was presented to Groth 
in a brief ceremony at the DNR’s northeast 
regional headquarters in Green Bay on Nov. 13, 
2006. Bryce Larson, director of WTA District 8, 
made the presentation on behalf of the statewide 
association. 

“Our members value the strong warden support and 
enforcement efforts of our 2006 award winner Chris Groth,” 
Larson said.  “Chris is an outstanding example of a highly quali-
fi ed professional and a great asset to the trapping community.”

Joining Larson in the presentation was WTA’s Brown County 
Director Rick Winans and WTA’s District 8 Trapper Education 
Coordinator Chris Bezio.

Groth is on the Green Bay warden team and works from the 
DNR’s Northeast Regional headquarters in the village of How-
ard.  His beat includes warden responsibilities in rural, urban and 
suburban areas in Brown County.

He has been a conservation warden since 1986 and has 
worked in Two Rivers and Green Bay.  For many years Groth has 

participated in the annual trapper rendezvous and worked 
with the Association’s Fur School.

“Chris is an individual whose presence makes a 
difference,” said Larson.  “He is a warden with a 
reputation for giving anybody a fair shake.  And 
he promotes trapping and works closely with us 
to assure ethical trapping.”

Byron Goetsch, regional conservation war-
den for the Northeast Region, agreed. “Chris has 

developed some great relationships with a wide 
variety of groups and individuals in this area of the state 

and has used those relationships to successfully promote our 
conservation heritage,” Goetsch said. “Trapping is certainly an 
important part of our heritage and we appreciate the Wisconsin 
Trappers Association’s efforts to recognize Chris for a job well 
done.” 

The WTA created the “Warden of the Year” award in 1994 
and the fi rst recognition and presentation was made in 1995. 
Conservation wardens are nominated annually from all 11WTA 
districts.  Only one statewide award is given each year.

The Wisconsin Trappers Association, organized in 1963, is 
a non-profi t organization dedicated to preserving the trapping 
heritage and promoting trapper education.

Trappers name Groth top warden

Over the Fourth of July weekend I was greeting visitors to our 
state park, answering their questions and handing out wildcards 
to their children. I came upon a group of three, two women and 
a fragile looking 60-ish male. He was walking slowly, painfully, 
through the park and his skin was void of any color.

As I talked with him he told me he is a retired science 
schoolteacher from Minnesota. We talked about the unique 
geology of our park and then I asked him to teach me something, 
and explained that I have a desire to learn something new each 
day. He said he would think on that for a little while. He then 
went on to tell me that he has run 19 marathons and that he was 
in the Guinness Book of World Records for about three years as 
the fi rst person to kayak down the Mississippi and around the 
Gulf and back up the east coast, down the St. Lawrence and into 
Duluth. I thought that perhaps his lesson was that anyone can 
accomplish great things if they try.

He then explained to me that he just had cancer surgery on his 
kidneys, and the cancer has encapsulated his liver and pancreas. 
He said he didn’t know what the outcome would be. I told him I 
would keep him in my prayers.

He continued on through the park with his companions and I 
went on my way.

While making my rounds and talking with people, this man 

wasn’t far from my thoughts. It was then that I heard the distinct 
sound of bagpipes. Yes, bagpipes!

I walked in the direction of the sounds and came upon a young 
man playing “Amazing Grace” on the bagpipes. I sat down 
and listened. What an unexpected gift this was. I then thought 
of the man I just talked with and wished he could hear this, a 
performance just for him.

I asked the young man if he would consider staying in the park 
a bit longer and he agreed to play in another area of the park. I 
thanked him and went on to fi nd the “Amazing Man.” 

To shorten the story, the older man was able to hear the young 
man play “Amazing Grace,” just for him. He stood silently and 
listened. God only knows the impact of hearing that song out 
in the middle of one of the most beautiful places in Wisconsin. 
Truly an unexpected gift. We stood side by side. When it ended 
we looked at each other and smiled. I told him again that I’d keep 
him in my prayers….and I do.

I did learn something that day, something books can never 
teach us. Life is to live. Don’t waste your days worrying about 
things to come because they just might not. As we get older 
we learn that those simple things we experience are the most 
memorable.

Editor’s Note: The author preferred to remain anonymous.

Sometimes the most unexpected 
lessons are the ones to cherish
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It’s worth all the work.
A single mother walked up to organizers after her son com-

pleted a Learn-to-Hunt Pheasant Program in Dodge County and 
thanked them.

“I can teach him to fi sh, but this is beyond me,” she said. “I 
can’t thank you enough for giving him this opportunity.”

Giving more youth such an opportunity is what the learn-to-
hunt program is all about, as each year it continues to get larger 
and introduce more to the sport of pheasant hunting.

Conservation Warden Heather Gottschalk and Safety Instruc-
tor Paul Mayer coordinated the third annual event, held Sept. 22 
and Sept. 24, 2006.

“We hope to keep it going and make it bigger each year.” 
Gottschalk said. “It’s a great opportunity, and for those who par-
ticipate, it may be the only opportunity they get to see what this 
sport is all about.”

But the program couldn’t happen without the help of many 
volunteers or without generous donations of many people and 
businesses, Gottschalk said. The Columbus Sportsman Club 
donated use of their facilities for the educational portion of the 
event, as well as for a part of the hunt that required shutting down 
the rifl e, archery and trap range for a day. In addition local land-
owners donated the use of their property, while Poynette Game 
Farm provided as many birds as needed.

The WCEF also provided fi nancial support for the program, 
allowing organizers to purchase blaze orange vests and hats for 

the students. The students were able to take those home, in hopes 
it will help equip them for their next hunt. In addition, they pur-
chased orange vests for the dogs, making it easier for the hunters 
to see and identify them.

A variety of other local organizations annually contribute to 
the program, which pays for shells, clay birds and food.

During the educational portion of the program, wildlife biolo-
gists, professional dog handlers, safety instructors and representa-
tives from Pheasants Forever talked about the history of the birds 
and the sport, habitat, safety and dog handling and training.  Live 
pen-raised pheasants were brought in so the kids could get a fi rst-
hand look at a hen and a rooster.

“For many this is the fi rst time they have seen a live hen,” 
Gottschalk said. “Providing them with this opportunity makes a 
big difference the following day when up to two hens are planted 
in each fi eld.  Hens are, of course, off limits.  This is done to 
require the hunters to think and ID before they shoot.”

The day of the hunt the youth participate in a mock hunt so 
they can practice staying on line, handling a gun and recognizing 
safety zones. Hunters then shoot 10 rounds of trap to familiarize 
themselves with the fi rearm they are using, as well as to identify 
a hunter who may have a gun that is not properly fi t for him or 
her. Several youth-model guns are provided for those who don’t 
have a gun or may have one that does not fi t them.

Finally the hunters are given two demonstrations and instruc-
tion on what they can expect to see if they are hunting over a 
pointer or a fl usher. 

The hunters are fed a hearty lunch and then divided according 
to ability. Those with the least experience will most likely hunt in 
the easiest of terrain over the pointers, Gottschalk said. Pointers 
and fl ushers are put in separate fi elds so as to provide the best 
hunt for the kids by allowing the dogs to work without interfer-
ence.

One mentor per hunter and one dog per two hunters.  Ag-
gressive dogs and dogs in season are not allowed. All dogs must 
demonstrate good hunting ability and excellent handling skills 
prior to being accepted.

Two birds are placed per hunter. In 2006, as in past years, all 
hunters saw birds, most got a shot and a few harvested a bird or 
two.  To date no hens have been shot at and several hunters have 
fi lled their bag limit for the day.  Every year the hunters, most of 
whom are youth, are worn out, but they always have a big smile 
on their face and can’t wait to tell their hunting stories.

BIGGER 
and BETTER
Pheasant program shows kids 
what hunting is all about
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Becky Rathke knew it was a good idea. But the ques-
tion was how to make it happen.

Rathke, the K-6 physical education instructor at Wash-
burn Elementary School in Washburn, Wis., had attended 
a training session in May 2006 for the National Archery 
in the Schools Program. She knew such a program would 
be worthwhile at her school. But she also knew that it was 
unlikely the school district could afford the equipment.

So Rathke went to her principal, Sue Masterson, for 
help. And she got it. Masterson successfully secured grant 
funding — including donations from the Wisconsin Con-
servation and Education Foundation, the Wisconsin DNR, 
Whitetails Unlimited, the Snowbelt Longbeards chapter of 
the National Wild Turkey Federation, the Washburn Police 
Department and the ABC Club.

And this spring, 
fourth-, fi fth- and 
sixth-grade students at 
Washburn Elementary 
School received archery 
instruction for the fi rst 
time.

“Students were very 
enthusiastic and eager to 
learn,” Rathke said. “The 
program was so suc-
cessful that we plan on 
adding an after-school 
archery program for 
grades 4-6 in the fall.”

But more than el-
ementary school students 
benefi ted from the donations. Rathke said they shared the equipment 
with high school physical education classes last year, and in the 
2007-08 school year, they will also share the equipment with middle 
school physical education students.

“I would like to thank your organization for helping us bring the 
National Archery in the Schools Program to students at Washburn 
schools,” she said.

Grant helps fund archery in schools
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Scholarship winners named
The Wisconsin Conservation Warden Association again gave out scholarships to deserving students at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
during the College of Natural Resources Rendezvous on April 20. Stevens Point Conservation Warden Jon E. Scharbarth, far right, presented the 
scholarships. From left are Andrew Starch, who received the Andrew A. Krakow Scholarship; Heather Hasheider, who received the Einar Johnson 
Scholarship; Ben Mott, who received the Harold Hettrick Scholarship; and Jack Shead, who received the Robert Markle Scholarship.

Wisconsin Game Warden Magazine is looking for interesting 
articles that deal with the great outdoors. The deadline for the 
spring issue is Jan. 1, 2008.

Possible topics include ecology, warden 
cases made, places to go, resource conservation 
methods, gotcha-type stories, animal rescues, 
history of the warden force, and articles dealing 
with the natural world.

Other possible story topics include vaca-
tions, recipes and the future of the warden 
force.

Aren’t sure if your story is a good one? 
Contact Managing Editor Barbara A. Schmitz 
at (920) 235-0972 and ask.

Articles can be submitted to Schmitz at 
1705 Graber St., Oshkosh, WI 54901, or 
emailed as a Word document to write2us@
sbcglobal.net.When possible include photographs to go with your 

story. They can be mailed or emailed to Schmitz. Emailed 
photos should be at least 4” x 6” and 300 dpi or 8” x 10” and 

at least 72 dpi.
In addition, the magazine is searching for 

photos for its newest feature, Fruits of their 
Labor. Do you have a picture of your 
family with fi sh and game they’ve harvested 
in Wisconsin? Or how about one of you and 
some game? Send it in!

Photos can be mailed to Schmitz at the 
above address. They will be returned, if 
requested.

As before, photos can also be sent 
electronically to Schmitz. However, emailed 
photos should be at least 4” x 6” and 300 dpi 
or 8” x 10” and at least 72 dpi.

Contact Schmitz if you have any questions 
about story ideas or electronic photo submission.

Articles, photos sought for spring 2008 issue
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Daye named Top Shot in Jimmy-Eye Open
By Tom Bahti 
With a stunning display of steely nerves and a combat loading 

technique, Regional Investigative Warden Steve Daye (NER)  
emerged victorious at the prestigious “Jimmy-Eye Open” sport-
ing clays tournament. Well, it’s prestigious to the 8-10 folks who 
shoot it.

Held annually at the 2 C’s Game Farm outside Peshtigo, this 
year’s competition was not settled until Daye emerged success-
ful from a pressure cooker sudden-death shoot-off. He needed 
four of six birds on the last station to win the shoot outright, and 
you could see the choking as he approached the stand.  Moments 
later, with only three birds broken, he found himself in a tie with 
Brian “Target Grinder” Frazier.

The Rules Committee  (myself and Shoreland Zoning Special-
ist Mike Russo) then decided that an immediate shoot-off would 

ensue — doubles at the last station until the fi rst man missed.
Frazier, parched and needing a beverage, lost a target on the 

fi rst pair, and Daye sealed the win with a snappy double from his 
Super Black Eagle.  (Many in the gallery thought it a bit unusual 
to see a clay shooter loading 3 1/2” #8 loads, but, what the heck, 
to each his own.) The rules committee was also parched and 
wanted to get the whole thing over with.

After a milkshake or two at the clubhouse, the entourage 
retired to the world famous (OK, locally famous) Terry Gardon 
deer shack across the road for a cookout and celebration.  Sparing 
no cost, a beautiful traveling trophy was awarded to Daye, who 
assured the adoring multitudes that it was one of the highpoints 
of his life.

Tom Bahti is a retired Regional Wildlife Supervisor from 
Green Bay, and a 17 year Deputy Conservation Warden.

Thomas E. White
Thomas Eugene White, 63, of Gordon, Wis., died Aug. 5, 

2007 in North Branch, Minn. surrounded by his family.
Tom was born Nov. 21, 1943 in Milwaukee to George and Al-

verta (Bosin) White. Tom married Carol Clauer on Dec. 17, 1966. 
He served his country with the Marine Corp during the Viet-

nam War from 1962-1965, earning the Armed Forces Expedi-
tionary Medal. Known as “Bigfoot,” Tom retired as a Wisconsin 
conservation warden in 1997.

He was a member of Our Saviors Lutheran Church in Solon 
Springs, Wis., and Lockman Jensen American Legion Post #499 
of Gordon, Wis.

Survivors include his wife, Carol of Gordon; two daughters, 
Cynthia (Doug) Carlson of Madison and Jennifer (Bryan) Huesby 
of Walla Walla, Wash.; four grandchildren, Adelaide 
and Graham Carlson and Anja and Julianne Huesby; two 
brothers, James (Linda) White of Fort Atkinson, Wis. and 
George “Bud” (Ruth) White of Big Bend, Wis.; one sister, Martha 
(Ron) Martin of Milton, Wis.; and paternal step-grandmother, 
Anna White of Hayward, Wis.

In lieu of fl owers, memorials may be directed to the American 
Lung Association, Attn: Memorials, 13100 W. Lisbon St., Brook-
fi eld, WI 53005. An informal celebration of Tom’s life was held 
Aug. 11 at his home.

Anthony ‘Tony’ Jelich
Anthony “Tony” Jelich, 88, of Solon Springs, died May 12, 

2007 at Golden Age Living Center in Superior. Tony was born 
Jan. 8, 1919 in Negaunee, Mich., to the late Emil and Mary Jelich 
and was raised in Mellen. 

Tony served his country in the U.S. Army during World War II 
from 1941to 1945 in Africa, Sicily and Italy. He served two 
years on the Mexican Boarder Patrol. During his faithful 
service to his county he was awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze Star, Service Strip, Good Conduct Rib-
bon, American Defense Service Ribbon, European 
African Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, Silver Battle Star, 

Bronze Battle Star, four overseas Service Bars and Bronze 
Arrowhead. 

Tony married Dorothy Klinski on June 15, 1946 and they 
moved to Solon Springs in 1952. He retired as a game warden 
in 1970 after 25 years of service. Tony was an avid outdoorsman 
and loved fi shing. 

Survivors include his wife, Dorothy of Solon Springs; two 
children, Marc (Barbara) Jelich of Cottage Grove, Minn. and 
Marlis (Jarry) Linden of Solon Springs; four grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren; a brother, Fred (Phyllis) Jelich of Milwau-
kee; and several nieces and nephews. 

Two brothers, Nick and Pete Jelich, preceded him in death. 
Private family services were held. 

John Michalets
John R. Michalets, 80, of Florence, Wis., died Aug. 18, 2007, 

at the Iron County Medical Care Facility in Crystal Falls, Mich.
He was born Aug. 22, 1926, in Ashland, Wis., son of the late 

Joseph and Barbara (Campbell) Michalec. John attended school 
in Ashland and graduated from Ashland High School. He served 
in the U.S. Navy from 1943 to 1946. John then attended Ashland 
County Normal School where he received his teaching certifi cate. 
He taught for one year in Iron River, Wis.

John married the former Carolyn Granger on June 3, 1956, 
in Ashland. They lived in Durand, Wis. for a short time before 
moving to Florence in 1957. He was a conservation offi cer for the 
state of Wisconsin from 1955 until he retired in 1977.

He enjoyed building and carpentry work, hunting, fi shing, 
gardening and spending time outdoors.

John is survived by his wife of 51 years, Carolyn; one daugh-
ter, Elyse Michalets of Florence; and many nieces and nephews.

Besides his parents, John was preceded in death by two broth-
ers, Joseph and Frank Michalets; and two sisters, Margaret Ratliff 
and Mary Strecker.

Visitation was held Aug. 23, 2007 at the Jacobs-Lundholm 
Funeral Home, Florence. Burial was in St. Agnes Catholic Cem-
etery, Ashland, Wis.

OBITUARIES
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Two stories, one message
Hunter ed program benefi ts both mentor/mentee

Kyle’s story...

By Kyle Kosin
I grew up in Prescott, Wis. where the St. 

Croix River meets the mighty Mississippi 
River.  Being raised in a small rural town al-
lowed me to explore the outdoors at a  young 
age. Before I entered elementary school my 
grandparents had taken me on fi shing trips, 
trips to the compost to shoot our bows, and 
trips to their backyard where I would shoot 
thousands of rounds from my BB gun. I 
learned to love the outdoors.  My grandpar-
ents planted the seed, but many people along 
the way added the water and fertilizer that 
allowed me to grow and become who I am 
today.

Of those people, the one who always had 
the most infl uence on my life was my uncle, 
Greg Kosin.  Since I can remember, he was 
going out of his way to involve me in the out-
doors, whether it was driving me to the farm 
so I could practice shooting my bow, going 
for walks in the woods on scouting trips, or 
sitting in the cool fall weather while I sighted 
in my shotgun.  These trips began occurring 
before I was 12 and 
they are still happening 
now, 12 years later.

Everything I learned 
with my uncle — re-
sponsibility, ethics and 
a love for the outdoors 
— would be carried 
over into my everyday 
life.  I can never thank 
him enough because if 
he had not found that I 
had a love for the out-
doors, I would not be 
writing this story.  I’m 
also sure that without 

Jenna’s story...

By Jenna Rasmussen
My adventure began when I went to the 

youth turkey hunt fi eld day. There I was part-
nered with my mentor for the day, Kyle Kosin. 

We started by going to the fi rst of three sta-
tions, where we practiced with the gun that we 
would be hunting turkeys with. Kyle went over 
the safety rules and watched while I loaded the 
gun with dummy ammunition. We then went 
to one of the areas that overlooked a fi eld set 
up with turkey decoys. I sat against a tree and 
aimed at one of the bearded turkeys that weren’t 
close to a hen.

I was afraid to shoot the gun at fi rst, but then 
Kyle told me that the gun wouldn’t kick. It took 
a couple of times for Kyle to convince me that 
the gun wouldn’t kick and I fi nally shot at the 
decoy. Kyle was right; the gun didn’t kick. Then 
I said: “That wasn’t really bad. Can I shoot 
again, please?” Kyle said, “Go ahead; shoot as 
many times as you want.” I shot fi ve more times 
before the next group came and I had to stop. 
But I didn’t want to stop shooting at the decoys 
because it was really fun.

Next, Kyle and I 
went on to the second 
practice fi eld. In this 
one we had to shoot 
the gun with real am-
munition in it. I was 
really scared about how 
much it would kick 
so I let another girl go 
ahead of me and shoot 
at a different target. 
She shot at the target 
right away! Then she 
shot again with ease! 
I was shocked to see 
her shoot that quickly. 
I thought if she could 
shoot a gun like that, so 
could I. But I was still 
afraid of the kick, and 

Editor’s Note: These stories 

represent what the Learn-to-Hunt 

youth programs are all about, 

partnerships that will make a 

lasting impression. His uncle 

mentored Kyle Kosin at an early 

age and it has come full circle 

as he has now mentored a little 

girl who otherwise didn’t have 

the opportunity to enjoy a hunting 

experience. He says: “I hope 

more people will start to share 

their passion for the outdoors 

with the future generations of 

our hunting heritage. Watching 

that young hunter overcome 

her biggest fear was the most 

rewarding experience I have 

been a part of.”

Continued on Pg. 15 Continued on Pg. 17

NERVESNERVES got to Jenna  got to Jenna 
Rasmussen  about the Rasmussen  about the 
gun’s kick.gun’s kick.
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his input, I would not have graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens 
Point, where I majored in resource man-
agement and minored in environmental 
law enforcement.

I have always had the mentality that 
“If I don’t do it, who will?” So I began 
by getting involved with the local Hunter 
Safety program and became a certifi ed in-
structor.  Not only did I get to pass on this 
love for the outdoors to future generations, 
but  I was also directly responsible for 
making sure they could enjoy the outdoor 
shooting sports safely.  Teaching Hunter 
Safety allowed me to become a mentor to 
young boys and girls, and the joy that I got 
out of helping these youth led me to begin 
helping with the “Learn to Hunt” program 
that Conservation Wardens Paul Sick-
man and Rich Thole sponsored in western 
Wisconsin and the Youth Turkey Hunt that 
Conservation Warden Rick Peters spon-
sored in Lincoln County.

The most memorable experience from 
those events occurred on March 31, 2007 
at the Lincoln County Sportsman’s Club.  I 
had volunteered to help with anything that 
needed to be done, not thinking I would 
be a mentor for the day.  As the kids were 
introduced to their mentors, there was a 
young girl named Jenna who did not have 
a mentor.  I was immediately volunteered 
to be Jenna’s mentor for the day.  I jumped 
at the opportunity and we sat down and 
started talking.  I found out that Jenna’s 
mentor had a commitment in the morning, 
but would be arriving in the afternoon to 
accompany her through the skills day.  In 
the meantime, I would help Jenna with 
anything she needed.

Our fi rst station was set on the edge of 
the woods looking out into a grassy fi eld.  
The fi eld had yardage markers out to 40 
yards, with 20-30 turkey decoys placed 
between the 40-yard marker and the edge 
of the woods.  At the edge of the woods 
there were fi ve turkey blinds set up, allow-
ing the kids a chance to sit in the turkey 
blind and practice bringing up the gun on 
different turkeys.

The fi rst thing Jenna did was tell me 
about the gun she was going to use for 
her hunt – a youth model 870 Express 
Magnum. She showed me how to handle 
the shotgun safely, where the safety was 
located, how to use the pump, and how to 
load the shells into the magazine.  After 
I showed her where to look for the gauge 
and size stampings on the barrel, she 
walked over to Dave Oginski and politely 

asked for a few dummy rounds so she 
could practice loading and unloading her 
shotgun.  Jenna asked me if I could show 
her how to load the shotgun, so I showed 
her once and she immediately grasped the 
concepts and began to practice while I 
watched.

She was now ready to go sit in the 
blind and practice bringing the gun up on 
the different decoys located in the fi eld.  
After she climbed into the blind, I handed 
her the unloaded shotgun and she reached 
into her pocket and pulled out two orange 
dummy 20 gauge rounds.  I climbed in 
next to her and sat down watching her as 
she smoothly slid two orange rounds into 
the magazine.  She slowly pulled the fore-
arm back on the pump and a shell popped 
from the magazine and fell into the cham-
ber.  She pushed the forearm back and the 
chamber closed; she was now ready to 
sight in a bird from the blind.

I asked Jenna what bird she wanted 
to sight in and she gave a huge smile and 
said, “The BIG one!”  She slowly pulled 
up the gun to her shoulder and slid the bar-
rel out the blind window.  I leaned back to 
see over her shoulder and her sights lined 
up directly on the neck of a big strutting 
tom decoy.  I told her whenever she was 
ready to slowly and quietly slide the safety 
off and squeeze her fi nger on the trigger, 
letting the fi ring pin hit the dummy round.  
Jenna was very hesitant to pull the trigger 

because she was worried about there being 
a kick.  I smiled and explained that since 
she was using plastic shells nothing would 
happen. Her face lit up and she smirked, 
pulled the gun up slowly, quietly clicked 
off the safety, and her fi nger slowly 
squeezed the trigger until the fi ring pin 
clicked against the round in the chamber.  
She immediately turned to me and smiled, 
“I got him...I got him!”  I could not help 
but smile and tell her how good she was 
doing. 

Since she found out that these dummy 
rounds would not fi re, Jenna wanted to 
practice and practice and practice.  She 
ended up being the last kid at that station 
because she wanted to practice so much. 
After she had “bagged” fi ve or six turkeys 
while she practiced her movements, we 
decided it was time to go to the next sta-
tion.

As we walked to the next station, the 
shooting range, I thought about how Jenna 
had said she was afraid of the kick from 
the gun.  Just then a “BOOM” came from 
the station as one of the other youths were 
patterning their shotgun.  Jenna stopped 
dead in her tracks and looked at me and 
said, “Are we going to shoot the gun?” 

“Oh yeah, aren’t you excited?” I said, 
smiling. She immediately looked straight 
down and told me how she was afraid of 
the shotgun’s kick. We walked the rest of 
the way to the range and there was a spot 

JENNA MAKES THE SHOT, and is pleasantly surprised to fi nd that the recoil wasn’t 
bad.
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open, so Jenna could shoot 
right away. I knelt down 
next to her and I could 
tell she was scared, but I 
told her she had nothing 
to worry about. I had her 
explain to me how the 
gun worked trying to get 
her mind away from the 
kick of the gun, but she 
was set on not shooting. 
I explained to Jenna that 
she wouldn’t even feel the 
recoil of the gun when she 
shot and that she had noth-
ing to be afraid of. After 
thinking about it, she went 
and sat on the shooting 
bench and grabbed the 
shotgun. I told her I was 
really proud that she was 
at the table ready to shoot. 
As I grabbed a shot shell 
from the case, she looked 
up at me and shook her 
head. “I am not shooting; 
my mind is made up. I’m 
not shooting!” As she put 
her head back down, her 
eyes started to get watery 
and tears began to slowly slide down her cheeks.

It was at that point that I realized it was going to be a battle to 
get Jenna over her fear of the recoil. We got up from the shoot-
ing bench and I put my arm around her shoulder as we walked 
back and leaned against the tailgate of a truck. We stood there 
and Jenna explained that she was really “freaked out” about the 
kick of the gun. She had me feel how boney her shoulder was so I 
would realize how much it would hurt her. I told her a story about 
when my cousin Bud used to take me squirrel hunting and how 
he always wanted me to shoot his youth 20 gauge. I would never 
do it because I was afraid of the recoil, but when I fi nally did 
shoot the gun, I was disappointed that I let something so small 
stop me from shooting before.

I asked if she wanted me to shoot the gun fi rst so she could 
see how little the 20 gauge would kick. She wiped her tears away, 
smiled, and shook her head to agree. As I sighted the gun on the 
far target, I leaned my body into the gun as much as I could to 
show her it would have very little kick. After I shot, I looked over 
at her and asked if she saw the gun kick at all. She smirked and 
said “No, your shoulder only went back a little bit.” From then on 
I knew there was hope.

Jenna didn’t look comfortable sitting at the table getting into 
position to shoot the gun so I asked if she wanted me to sit behind 
her and she could lean back into me getting comfortable. To 
make sure the gun wouldn’t hurt her boney shoulder, she had me 
fold up my fl eece hat and I put it between the butt of the stock 
and her shoulder to add a little more padding. Once that was in 
place she pulled the gun to her shoulder and practiced sighting on 
the closest paper turkey target. Being a youth model gun, it still 
looked long for her tiny frame, so I told her I would pull on the 

stock making sure it stayed 
tight against her shoulder. 
Jenna was hesitant about 
letting me set the shell 
into the open chamber, 
but she quickly pushed 
the slide forward shutting 
the chamber. She turned 
around to look at me and 
I smiled and told her I 
was really proud of her. I 
told her to take one deep 
breath, which she took, and 
exhaled. She slowly pulled 
the gun to her shoulder; I 
grabbed the stock, hold-
ing it tightly against her 
shoulder. She aimed care-
fully at the closest turkey 
target and before I knew it 
I heard the “KA-BOOM.” 
The small amount of recoil 
surprised Jenna and she 
almost dropped the gun. 
She handed me the gun 
and looked up at me. She 
rubbed her shoulder and 
her face was wincing. She 
held that look for a couple 
of seconds until she got a 

huge smile on her face and looked up at me. “That didn’t hurt at 
all,” she said. “I don’t even remember hearing the boom or feel-
ing the kick. Can I do that again?”

As she walked toward that paper turkey target she couldn’t 
believe how many pellets had landed in the neck, head, and most 
importantly, the spine of the turkey that was drawn on the paper. 
I knelt down and gave Jenna a hug and pat on the back. She 
smirked and said: “I don’t know what I was freaked out about the 
whole time. That didn’t kick at all.”

As we walked toward the fi nal station, another young hunter 
walked past Jenna, who was holding her target up, and said: 
“Wow, you really are a good shot. You put more holes in the pa-
per than anyone else here. It looks like you shot it twice.” Jenna 
smiled and looked up at me.

As we made our way to the fi nal station I couldn’t help but 
think of my Uncle Greg. I thought about how this opportunity 
wouldn’t have happened if it wasn’t for him getting me involved 
in the outdoors, but it was at that moment that I realized why he 
had done those things. When I watched Jenna overcome her big-
gest fear and when I had the chance to introduce her to something 
that I had loved growing up, it allowed me to share my passion 
for the outdoors with someone else. Just like Greg had found out, 
when I share my passion for the outdoors with someone, my pas-
sion grows stronger.

 KYLE KOSIN is a ranger on the on the Northern Highland’s 
American Legion Forest, and hopes to become a warden recruit.

JENNA shows that she knows how the gun operates.
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Ashton named state Bow Hunters Warden of the Year
Polk County Conservation Warden Jesse Ashton was award-

ed the 2006 Wisconsin Bow Hunters Association Warden 
of the Year Award at the group’s annual meeting in 
Appleton recently. The group annually recognizes 
a conservation warden who has demonstrated a 
strong commitment toward bow hunter re-
lated issues including education, community 
involvement and enforcement.

 “Jesse has worked very hard to develop 
an all around law-enforcement program, that 
includes safety, hunter education, enforcement 
and working with youth,” said Warden Supervi-
sor Dave Zebro.

During the past two years Ashton has issued more 
than 50 civil and criminal archery hunting citations. Ashton 
routinely investigates complaints of residents and nonresidents 
committing tagging violations, hunting deer with the aid of 
artifi cial light and archery hunting without a license. Zebro said 
these investigations are successful because of Ashton’s ability to 
document the violation by obtaining and corroborating confes-
sions, and by seizing equipment, carcass tags, registration stubs 
and deer antlers.

Every year Ashton assists the Polk County Sportsmen Club 
with a disability hunt. Several landowners open their prop-

erty for disabled hunters of all ages to harvest deer and 
Ashton mentors hunters in the program. During the 

past two years approximately 50 disabled hunters 
participated. Ashton has worked with disabled 
youth to provide them with a safe, responsible 
and ethical hunt. Zebro said Ashton says this 
is one of his most rewarding experiences as a 
conservation warden.

Ashton has also spent a considerable amount 
of time educating resource users. Last year he 

attended 19 different hunting education courses 
instructing more than 530 students on their duty to hunt 

responsibly and ethically. Two youth from Ashton’s area partici-
pated in Wisconsin’s Youth Bear Hunt and each was successful 
harvesting his fi rst bear.

“Jesse has also been diligent with responsibilities associated 
with new challenges the DNR faces such as the health of our 
deer herd,” Zebro said. Ashton has closely inspected deer farm 
fencing, which is a key element in our overall effort to combat 
the spread of Chronic Wasting Disease.

ready to give up and go home.
But Kyle kept encouraging 

me. He was very patient with me 
and kept on telling me I could 
do it and it wouldn’t hurt. He 
even said he’d put his hat on my 
shoulder to cushion the kick from 
the gun. He gently pushed on my 
shoulder and said this was all the 
harder it would kick. I knew I 
could do this and I wasn’t going 
to give up.

Kyle then braced himself 
against me and I felt better about 
shooting. I sat, hesitated, aimed 
and shot! I was afraid that there 
wouldn’t be any BBs in the 
turkey’s neck, but I was wrong! 
There were over 30 BBs in the 
turkey’s neck and head area. 
When I was heading back, a 
boy I didn’t even know said to 
me, “That’s a good shot, better 
than how I did when I shot at the 
target!” I thanked him, and then 
went to the next practice fi eld. 

In the last practice fi eld we 
saw people act out a scene and we had to point out the stuff they 
did wrong. This was a good way for us to practice the skills we 
learned in hunter education class and it was fun, too.

Hunting day fi nally arrived on April 6. After sleeping over 

with the other turkey hunters, it was 
time to hunt. We had to wake up early 
so that we got to our hunting stations 
before the turkeys woke up. We had 
pancakes and sausage for breakfast. It 
was yummy!

After we got dressed it was time 
to go. I was so excited to go turkey 
hunting. But while we were hunting I 
fell asleep in the blind on accident! My 
mentor woke me up because it was time 
to go. I didn’t get a turkey that day.

The next day, I tried again. My 
mentor couldn’t take me on Sunday 
because he had other plans so on this 
second day I hunted with Warden Rick 
Peters. We saw a bunch of turkeys but 
I wasn’t able to shoot at any of them. I 
was able to call a tom close to me, but 
not close enough. I didn’t get a turkey 
that day either. 

Even though I didn’t get a turkey, it 
was very fun. I would like to thank my 

mentor Don Winkleman, Warden Rick Peters, my fi eld day men-
tor Kyle Kosin and everybody else who helped me with the story 
and the people who picked me to go turkey hunting.

JENNA RASMUSSEN lives in Merrill, Wis.

ALL SMILES: Jenna shows just how 
good a shot she is.
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Submitted by Warden Dale J. Hochhausen

7th annual Fox River cleanup
Sixty volunteers helped clean up 25 miles of the Fox River from Waterford to Silver Lake.  Water conditions were a little high, but volunteers still 
managed to pick up about 50 bags of garbage, 15 tires, several barrels and hundreds of pounds of metal.  The 7th annual cleanup event was orga-
nized by Wardens Paul Hanneman and Dale Hochhausen with lunch served afterward at the Burlington Conservation Club. A Wisconsin Conservation 
Warden Association grant paid for the food.

Learn-to-hunt programs growing, better equipped
Learn-to-hunt programs are becoming 

more popular in the Park Falls area, fueled 
by the addition of equipment that makes 
it easier for youths to get involved in the 
sport.

Conservation Warden Dan Michels 
organized the second annual youth turkey 
hunt in the Park Falls area this spring. The 
program was much better equipped this 
year, thanks to a fundraiser that paid for 
the addition of a youth model Mossberg 
pump action shotgun topped with a red dot 
scope, and gear including pop-up blinds, 
camoufl age, decoys and calls.

Four youth hunters participated in 
the 2007 turkey hunt. The fi eld training 
portion was informative with a presenta-
tion by Wildlife Biologist Pat Beringer, 
Michels said, and they even had a frozen 
tom turkey to use as one of the props.

Unfortunately, arctic-like conditions 
and several inches of snow put a damper 
on chances of bagging birds. However, 
each of the hunters did see and hear 
turkeys within or near gun range and they 
learned a lot from the experience, Michels 
said.

They also loaned the shotgun out to 

other area youth who did not have 
a gun of their own to use during the 
other regular turkey season.

For the third consecutive year,  a 
youth bear hunt is planned in the Park 
Falls area that will include three hunt-
ers. This year they acquired two-per-
son ladder stands and a Savage .308 
caliber rifl e for use on the hunt. The 
rifl e will also be used for a youth deer 
hunt that  is tentatively planned at a 
local deer farm early this fall. Non-
Typical Inc. has donated a Cuddeback 
trail camera that they will put out on one 
of the bear baits.

“From our experience over the past 
couple of years doing these hunts, we’ve 
found that the type of kids we are really 
trying to get introduced to hunting are 
from non-hunting families who do not 
have the gear or equipment to get started, 
especially the right type of gun or ammo,” 
Michels said. “Having the proper equip-
ment available to them makes it much 
easier to get them interested in the sport. 
We will continue to fi nd creative ways to 
acquire equipment to ensure the success of 
our programs.”

Four youth participated in the 2007 turkey 
hunt, above, while new pop-up blinds, below, 
provided camoufl age for the young  hunters.
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Stained-glass window donated to Torch Run
A stained-glass window donated by the Wisconsin Con-

servation Warden Association was won by a conservation 
warden.

Roy Kubisiak purchased the winning ticket for the 
stained-glass window, donated as a raffl e prize for the Spe-
cial Olympics Law Enforcement Torch Run. 

“Unfortunately the weather conditions placed a damper 
on the opening ceremonies, but it did not dampen the spirit 
of the Torch Run as several hundred offi cers arrived in 
Stevens Point bringing the fl ame of hope to the Summer 
Games,” said Tony Zblewski, an offi cer with the Stevens 
Point Police Department and member of the  Torch Run 
committee. “Through contributions like yours and support 
of the law enforcement across the state you have earned the 
appreciation and respect of all Special Olympians and their 
families. Thank you.”

Zblewski said it’s hard to describe the feeling he gets 
from donating his time to help out with the Wisconsin Spe-
cial Olympics.

“The athletes are so excited to see law enforcement at 
the games. To see them compete, to see the smiles on their 
faces, and to see the pride in their hearts is something I will 
never forget.”

TONY ZBLEWSKI holds up the stained-glass window donated by the 
Wisconsin Conservation Warden Association for the Special Olympics Torch Run.

Submitted photo

The 2007 Torch Run participants, including staff from the Northeast Region who participated from the Green Bay spur, include from left, rear, Chad 
Slaby, Todd Schaller, Jim Horne, Ryan Volenberg, Ben Herzfeldt, Mike Neal, and Mike Kitt. In the front are Kathy Hutter, Chris Kratcha, Ben Treml and 
Tom Bahti.
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Wisconsin Conservation
 Warden Association

Our purpose
   The Wisconsin Conservation Warden Association (WCWA) exists to further conserva-
tion efforts within the state, without unionizing or collective bargaining, and is dedicated 
to all of the men and women who have served as Wisconsin Conservation Wardens since 
1879.
Our objectives
•Promote natural resources education.
•Promote the profession of natural resources law enforcement.
•Strive to enhance conservation warden/community relationships.
•Provide encouragement, recognition and support to all members in their profession.
•Increase awareness and understanding of conservation and environmental issues.
Why join the W.C.W.A.?
•Receive the offi cial W.C.W.A. magazine with information, pictures and stories that 
revolve around Wisconsin conservation wardens, past and present.
•Help support the W.C.W.A. Scholarship Program at UW-Stevens Point.
•Help establish and maintain a Conservation Warden Memorial Program.
•Help establish and maintain a Conservation Warden Museum.
Membership categories
•Regular Membership — Active and retired, full-time permanent conservation wardens 
who have served part of their career as wardens; past and present special and county con-
servation wardens; and active and retired law enforcement offi cers from other agencies.
•Associate Membership — Individuals, organizations and businesses expressing an inter-
est in supporting the association.
•Sponsor Membership — Any individual or organization that wishes to provide addi-
tional fi nancial support to the association.
•Corporate Membership — Any business that wishes to provide fi nancial support to the 
W.C.W.A. Receive a free ad in this magazine with donation of $500 or more.

I want to become a W.C.W.A. member

Name ____________________________________________

Address___________________________________________

City________________________ State _____ Zip_________

Telephone_________________________________________

Email_____________________________________________

Regular and Associate memberships
 $20 for one-year membership
 $200 for life membership

Sponsor Memberhips
 $25-$99 one year
 $100-$499, fi ve year (with certifi cate suitable for framing)
 $500 or more, life membership (with wooden plaque)

Corporate Sponsorship
 $250-$500 one year ($500 or more includes free ad)

 Memberships expire on June 30. Please make your check 
payable to the W.C.W.A. and send it to the W.C.W.A., Post 
Offi ce Box 44, Madison, WI 53701-0044.
 
 Your email will not be shared with anyone. It is for the sole 
purpose of helping maintain membership status and contact 
with our members.

By Patrick M. Neal
I would like to thank everyone for attending 

the annual picnic at Appleton in June. There was 
a fantastic turnout, making the picnic a com-
plete success. We had a number of individuals 
present from other states and provinces and they 
commented how much they enjoyed the picnic 
and the hospitality of the Wisconsin Conserva-
tion Warden Association. I would like to person-
ally thank Jim and Jessica Jung, Todd Schaller, 
Jim Horne, Steve Crary, Bill Engfer, and all of 
the other WCWA members who helped make 
this event the success it was.

A number of people asked me to address our 
gun raffl e. As you know, this event is our main 
fundraiser, and its success means the continu-
ation of our grant program, youth and fi shing 
events, UW-Stevens Point scholarships, partici-
pation and assistance with Special Olympics, 
and other activities that the WCWA is involved 
in.

This year we had 4,500 tickets that were 
available and more than 800 tickets that didn’t 
get sold. If you do the math for those tickets that 
didn’t sell, we lost $16,000 in potential income.  
We know how important budgets are in getting 
things accomplished, so I’m sure everyone will 
understand the shortfalls that this will likely cre-
ate. The only thing I can say is that this is your 
association and the WCWA’s success is every-
one’s reward. In order to make these programs, 
events and social gatherings a success everyone 
needs to be involved in the various aspects of 
the association.

Fortunately, we did have a couple of other 
fundraisers that did help to reduce the pro-
jected shortfall from the gun raffl e sales. The 
raffl e items, silent auction items, prints, and 
cookbooks offered a variety of opportunities 
for everyone. Probably the biggest one was the 
bidding war on the Centennial Rifl e that was 
donated by Hettrick family. The fi nal price that 
was bid by Mike Young (Shiocton) far exceeded 
what we had hoped to obtain for the rifl e. Thank 
you very much Mike and the Hettrick family.

Lastly, I encourage everyone to apply for 
regional grants. Each region, along with the 
Bureau of Law Enforcement, is eligible for a 
grant up to $1,000. When there are multiple 
applicants, the grants are divided between the 
applicants in each region by criteria. If you have 
questions about the grant process, contact your 
regional WCWA representative.

Again, thanks to everyone for their help with 
the WCWA.  We look forward to the coming 
year.

FROM THE PRESIDENT
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
By Tom Van Haren
Summary:  A total of 471 Assembly 

Bills and 247 Senate Bills have been in-
troduced through July 31st of the 2007-08 
Legislative Session.  Of these 718 bills, 18 
have been approved and signed into law.  
Senate Bill 110 (2007 Wis. Act 12) was 
the only one that directly impacts DNR ac-
tivities.  A list of all 2007 Acts is available 
at: www.legis.state.wi.us/2007/data/acts/

Selected 2007 Assembly Bills – In-
troduced from 1-1-07 through 8-1-07  
Related to: Natural Resources, State Parks, 
Law Enforcement & Recreational Vehicles 

• AB 14 - Relating to: admissibility of digitally 
produced photograph, fi lm, motion picture, 
audio, or video. This bill allows the introduction 
of a digital representation of a photograph, fi lm, 
motion picture, audio, or video for purposes of 
proving the content of that digital representation 
only if that content has not been altered and is in a 
format that includes bits representing a watermark 
scattered within the fi le in such a way that they 
cannot be identifi ed or manipulated and that shows 
that the digital representation has not be altered 
from its original representation.  Introduced by 
Rep.  Schneider.  Referred to Judiciary and Ethics 
Committee. No hearing held as of 8-1-07.

• AB 40 - Relating to:  disposal of dredged material 
that contains polychlorinated biphenyls in solid 
waste disposal facilities.  Introduced by Rep. 
Owens.  Referred to NR Committee. No hearing 
held as of 8-1-07.

• AB 42 - Relating to:  appointment of the secretary 
of natural resources by the NR board.  Introduced 
by Rep. Black.  Referred to NR Committee. No 
hearing held as of 8-1-07.

• AB 44 - Relating to:  state government holidays. 
This bill provides that May 30 must be the day 
on which the offi ces of the agencies of state 
government are closed to celebrate and observe 
Memorial Day, unless May 30 falls on a Saturday 
or Sunday. If May 30 falls on a Saturday or 
Sunday, then the following Monday is the day 
on which the offi ces of the agencies of state 
government are closed. Introduced by Rep. 
Musser.  Referred to Committee on State Affairs. 
No hearings held as of 8-1-07.

• AB 45 - Relating to:  personal fl otation devices 
be worn by children under age 13 on boats under 
26 ft.  Introduced by Rep. Gottlieb.  Referred 
to Tourism, Recreation and State Properties 
Committee.  Public hearing held 3-29-07. Also 
See SB16.

• AB 49 - Relating to: aquatic plant permit control 
fees charged to qualifi ed lake associations.  
Introduced by Rep. Friske.   Referred to NR 
Committee.  Public hearing held 3-21-07. Passed 
8-6 by Committee on 6-14-07 and has been 
referred to committee on Rules for scheduling 
before full Assembly. 

• AB 59 - Relating to:  operation of ATVs on 
highways to access trails from residences 
and places of lodging.  Introduced by Rep. 
Marsau.  Referred to Rural Affairs Committee. 
Public hearing held on 5-8-07 and Assembly 

amendment offered by Representative Mursau.
• AB 62 - Relating to: electric receptacles at state 

park campsites.  Introduced by Rep. Gottlieb.  
Referred to Tourism, Recreation and State 
Properties Committee. Public hearing held 3-
29-07.  Passed 10-0 by Committee on 5-14-07 
and has been referred to committee on Rules for 
scheduling before full Assembly. 

• AB 86 - Relating to: ballast water management.  
This bill requires a person who operates an 
oceangoing vessel that uses a port in this state 
to obtain a permit from the DNR.  To obtain a 
permit, the person must demonstrate to DNR that 
the vessel in not capable of taking on ballast water 
or that the vessel is equipped with technology that 
DNR determines will prevent the introduction of 
aquatic nuisance species into the Great Lakes. A 
person who operates an oceangoing vessel without 
a permit or operates in violation of a permit is 
subject to a forfeiture of up to $25,000 for each 
day of violation.  Introduced by Rep. Molepske.  
Referred to NR Committee.  No hearings held as 
of 8-1-07.

• AB 91 - Relating to:  voting by the members of the 
conservation congress.  Under this bill, the Natural 
Resources Board may not accept the results of 
a vote on an advisory question made during 
any spring county meeting of the conservation 
congress if nonresidents were allowed to vote at 
that county meeting on the advisory question or 
to vote for delegates of the conservation congress. 
Introduced by Rep. Marsau.  Referred to the NR 
Committee. Public hearing held 4-11-07.  No 
further action taken as of 8-1-07.

• AB 96 - Relating to: possession, release, control, 
storage, sale, and transportation of fi sh of 
invasive species.  This bill prohibits any person 
from possessing, releasing, controlling, storing, 
selling, or transporting fi sh, or viable fi sh eggs, 
of an invasive fi sh species if the person knows, 
or should know, that the fi sh or eggs are of an 
invasive fi sh species. The bill defi nes “invasive 
fi sh species” as a species of fi sh that is not native 
to the waters of this state and that causes, or 
is likely to cause, harm to the economy, to the 
environment, or to human health.  Introduced 
by Rep. Schneider.  Referred to NR Committee. 
Assembly amendment offered by Representative 
Schneider to prohibit transport of any boat, trailer 
or equipment on a highway if it has any invasive 
species attached. Public hearing held 7-18-07.   

• AB 108 - Relating to: free access to state parks 
and state trails by certain disabled veterans and 
former prisoners of war.  Introduced by Rep. 
Musser.  Referred to Tourism, Recreation and 
State Properties Committee. Public hearing held 
3-29-07.   

• AB 117 - Relating to: approvals for construction, 
enlargement, or modifi cation of a dam that affects 
water levels.   Introduced by Albers.  Referred to 
Agricultural Committee. No hearings held as of 
8-1-07.

• AB 130 - Relating to: hunting approvals for 
Wisconsin national guard members. Under this 
bill, a nonresident who is a member of the Wis. 
National Guard would receiver hunting approvals 
at the resident fee.  Introduced by Rep. Hubler.  
Referred to NR Committee.  Passed by committee 
and full Assembly 96-0 on 4-24-07 and referred 
to Senate NR Committee where it passed 5-0.  
Available for scheduling on fl oor of the full Senate 
on 5-30-07.  No further action as of 8-1-07.

• AB 131 - Relating to: issuance of turkey, goose 
and other special deer hunting permits to residents 
of Wisconsin who are in active service in the 
U.S. armed forces outside the state but who 
are on furlough or leave within the state. Not 
required to apply by a deadline to get a permit or 
license.  Introduced by Rep. Nerison.  Referred 
to NR  Committee. Passed by committee and full 
Assembly 96-0 on 4-24-07 and referred to Senate 
NR Committee where it passed 5-0.  Available for 
scheduling on fl oor of the full Senate on 5-30-07.  
No further action as of 8-1-07.

• AB 135 - Relating to: pointing a fi rearm at or 
toward a law enforcement offi cer.  Current law 
prohibits a person from intentionally pointing a 
fi rearm at or toward a law enforcement offi cer 
who is acting in an offi cial capacity.  This bill 
prohibits a person from intentionally pointing 
an object at or toward a law enforcement offi cer 
who is acting in an offi cial capacity if the law 
enforcement offi cer may reasonably believe that 
the object is a fi rearm  Intro. by Rep. Benedict.   
Referred to Criminal Justice committee.  No 
hearings held as of 8-1-07.

•    AB 145 - Relating to:  surcharge for OWI convic-
tions (does not include ATVs, boat or snowmo-
biles). This bill increases the driver improvement 
surcharge from $355 to $455 with $100 of that 
amount going to the law enforcement agency that 
arrested the person who is convicted of the viola-
tion. Requires the money be used to purchase and 
maintain law enforcement equipment that will be 
used to prevent alcohol and drug related criminal 
activity.  Introduced by Rep. Staskunas.  Referred 
to Corrections and Court committee. No hearings 
held as of 8-1-07.

•     AB 157 - Relating to:  greenhouse gases.  The bill 
requires the DNR to promulgate rules requir-
ing the monitoring and reporting of greenhouse 
gas emissions by signifi cant sources of those 
emissions. DNR would be required to make rules 
implementing the interim measures, to take effect 
no later than Jan. 1, 2011. Intro. by Rep. Black 
and referred to Assembly NR Committee.  No 
hearings held as of 8-1-07.

• AB 162 -  Relating to: resisting arrest while 
armed with or threatening to use a dangerous 
weapon. This bill eliminates the condition that 
a person must retreat to or remain in a building 
to be convicted of a Class I felony for resisting 
arrest while armed with or threatening to use a 
dangerous weapon. Also, the bill eliminates the 
condition for the crime that a person must refuse 
to comply with the offi cer’s lawful attempt to take 
the person into custody, but retains the condition 
that the person, through action or threat, attempt 
to prevent the offi cer from taking the person into 
custody. Intro. by Rep. Friske and referred to the 
Committee on Criminal Justice.  Public hearing 
held  4-11-07 and passed by the committee and 
by the full Assembly on 5-9-07.  Referred to the 
Senate committee on Judiciary and Corrections. 

• AB 163 - Relating to: an exemption for 
construction of a road located in the city of 
Tomahawk in a wetland. Intro. by Rep. Friske and 
referred to the Assembly NR Committee. Public 
hearing held held 4-11-07 and passed9-5  by the 
committee on6-14-07.  Available for scheduling 
on full fl oor of he Assembly.

• AB 180 - Relating to: prohibiting the DNR from 
using the word squaw in the name of a lake or 
stream.  If the word “squaw” is currently being 
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used in that manner, the name must be changed.  
Intro. by Rep. Schneider and referred to committee 
on State Affairs.  No action or hearing held as of 
8-1-07.

• AB 187 – Relating to: creation of a ONE-DAY 
fi shing licenses for residents and nonresidents. 
Introduced by Rep. Moulton and referred to 
Assembly NR committee. No action or hearing 
held as of 8-1-07.

• AB 188 - Relating to: removal of written or 
electronic documents from state offi ces which 
contain the social security number of any 
person, unless the employee’s duties require that 
the employee have the document in his or her 
possession outside of the offi ce. The employee 
must return the document to the offi ce as soon as 
practicable upon completion of the duty. Intro. 
by Rep. Schneider and referred to committee on 
Consumer Protection and Personal Privacy. Public 
hearing held on 4-19-07.  

• AB 198 - Relating to: conservation wardens 
employed by the Great Lakes Indian Fish and 
Wildlife Commission. Introduced by Joint 
Legislative Council. Public hearing held on 4-11-
07. Laid on the table on 5-16-07. See Senate Bill 
97.
AB 220 - Relating to:  DNR revealing e-mail 
addresses of subscribers. Current law authorizes 
the DNR to refuse to reveal
names and addresses of persons who subscribe 
to its periodicals and other publications. This 
bill authorizes DNR to also refuse to reveal the 
e-mail addresses of persons who subscribe to 
its periodicals and other publications.  Intro. 
by Rep. Gunderson and referred to committee 
on Consumer Protection and Personal Privacy.  
Public hearing held and passed by committee 7-0.  
Laid on the table on 5-9-07.  See Senate Bill 110 
(2007 Wis. Act 12).

• AB 228 -  Relating to: transfer of licenses and 
permits to minors.  Under current law, a person 
may transfer a Class A bear license to a minor. 
This bill expands this provision to allow a person 
who has been issued any license or permit under 
a random or preference selection system to 
transfer the approval to a minor who is eligible 
to use the approval and who has not previously 
been transferred that type of approval. Intro. by 
Rep. Gunderson and referred to Assembly NR 
committee.  Passed 14-0 by Committee on 6-14-07 
and has been referred to committee on Rules for 
scheduling before full Assembly.       
AB 251 - Relating to: discharge of fi rearm near 
municipality park.  Under current law, a person 
who discharges a weapon within 40 rods of 
a public park, square, or enclosure owned or 
controlled by a municipality but not within the 
municipality limits may be fi ned up to $25 or 
imprisoned for up to 60 days. This bill changes 
the penalty so that an offender may be fi ned up 
to $1,000, imprisoned for up to 90 days, or both. 
This bill also changes the term “40 rods” to the 
equivalent “220 yards.”
Intro. by Rep. Bies and referred to committee on 
Criminal Justice  No action or hearings held as of 
8-1-07.

•    AB 284 - Relating to: naming the state trail 
system.  Under current law, state parks are either 
named in the statutes or are named  by the state 
legislature. The state park system consists of all of 
the state parks and a system of the state trails. This 
bill names the state trail system the “Aldo Leopold 

Legacy Trail System.”   Intro. by Rep. Gunderson 
and referred to committee on Natural Resources.  
Public hearing held on 5-30-07. 

• AB 296 - Relating to: issuing hunting and fi shing 
approvals to U.S. armed forces members who 
were residents when they entered the service. 
Under this bill, DNR must consider a person who 
is currently not a resident of this state but who was 
a resident of this state at the time he or she entered 
the military a resident for the purpose of issuing 
him or her hunting or fi shing approval. The bill 
also treats a former resident who is on furlough 
or leave in the state like a current resident on 
furlough or leave for purposes of being able to 
hunt deer of either sex during the open season 
for hunting deer with fi rearms.  Intro. by Rep. 
Gunderson and referred to committee on Natural 
Resources  Passed by committee and sent to full 
Assembly for scheduling. 

• AB 297 - Relating to: the regulation of piers and 
wharves in navigable waters and increasing the 
motorboat gas tax payment to the conservation 
fund for fi scal years 2007-08, 2008-09, and 2009-
10.  Intro. by Rep. Gunderson and referred to 
committee on Natural Resources  No action or 
hearings held as of 8-1-07.

• AB 303 - Relating to: lightweight utility vehicles 
(LUVs).  This bill creates a new classifi cation of 
vehicles called “lightweight utility vehicle.” An 
LUV is an engine-driven device that has a gross 
weight of more than 700 pounds but not more 
than 1,999 pounds that is designed to travel on 
four or more low-pressure tires, is equipped with 
a cargo area, and is used primarily off a highway. 
The bill applies many of the same rules of the 
road to operators of LUVs that are applicable to 
the operators of other motor vehicles, including 
obedience to traffi c signs and signals, rules 
regarding making turns, parking, and approaching 
other vehicles, and the prohibition against 
operating a vehicle while intoxicated or with a 
prohibited alcohol or other drug concentration.  
The bill places restrictions on the operation of a 
LUV that are similar to the restrictions placed on 
operating an ATV.   No one may operate a LUV on 
any highway, unless authorized by DOT, except 
under the following circumstances:  1. The LUV 
is owned by a municipality, state agency, or public 
utility and the operator is performing emergency 
or offi cial functions in a manner that does not 
jeopardize safety.  2. The operator is performing 
a land surveying operation in a manner that does 
not jeopardize safety.  3. The operator is at least 
16 years old, and he or she is crossing a roadway, 
bridge, culvert, or railway.  4. The operator is 
at least 16 years old, and he or she is operating 
the lightweight utility vehicle on a roadway that 
is seasonally not maintained for motor vehicle 
traffi c, or he or she is operating on a roadway that 
is designated as a route for ATVs or LUVs.  The 
bill distinguishes LUVs from golf carts or low 
speed vehicles.  Intro. by Rep. Hubler and referred 
to committee on Transportation Public hearing 
held 7-19-07, but no further action as of 8-1-07

• AB 304 - Relating to:  public land acquired with 
stewardship funds.  This bill requires DNR to 
create and make available, for a fee, a directory of 
all land acquired under the stewardship program 
that is open to the public. The bill requires DNR 
to provide an interactive mapping tool at its Web 
site that identifi es these lands. The owner of 
land acquired under the stewardship programs, 

or DNR, if the property is surrounded by DNR 
land, is required to provide notice of public access 
with specifi c signs along the access roads and 
property lines. If some activities are prohibited or 
restricted on the land, the signs required by the 
bill must include that information. If an owner 
of land acquired under the stewardship programs 
fails to comply with the requirements under the 
bill, or fails to replace any sign after being notifi ed 
of the need to replace the sign, the owner is not 
eligible for any grants or subprogram under the 
stewardship programs until the owner complies 
with the requirements or replaces the sign. If DNR 
allows an organization to charge a fee for hunting 
on land under the stewardship programs, the fee 
may not exceed the amount charged for admission 
of a resident’s vehicle to a state park for a day.  
Intro. by Rep. J. Ott, and referred to committee on 
Natural Resources.  Public hearing held 5-30-07.  
No further action as of 8-1-07.

• AB323 - Relating to: voting by disabled persons 
on Conservation Congress spring hearing 
questions.  This bill requires the DNR, in 
conjunction with the Conservation Congress, 
to provide a method by which persons with 
disabilities may vote from home on issues being 
considered by the Conservation Congress.  Intro. 
by Rep. Vruwink and referred to the Assembly NR 
Committee. No action or hearings held as of 8-1-
07.

• AB 333 - Relating to: disposal of ash resulting 
from the burning of a structure.  This bill prohibits 
DNR from requiring that ash resulting from the 
burning of a structure for practice or instruction 
of fi re fi ghters or the testing of fi re fi ghting 
equipment be disposed of in a landfi ll licensed 
by DNR.  Intro. by Rep. Suder and referred to 
committee on Natural Resources.  No action or 
hearings held as of 8-1-07.

• AB 334 - Relating to: designating feral pigs as 
harmful wild animals.   This bill requires DNR 
to designate by rule feral pigs as harmful wild 
animals. This would allow DNR to regulate feral 
pigs held in captivity.  Intro. by Rep. Nerison 
and referred to committee on Natural Resources.  
Public hearing held on 6-5-07.

•     AB 342 - Relating to: possession of certain non-
native wild animals of the family felidae.  This 
bill requires that any nonnative “large cat” must 
be registered with DNR by the person who owns 
or otherwise possesses the cat (owner) unless the 
person is in possession of the cat for not more 
than 24 hours. The large cats that are covered by 
the bill are lions, tigers, leopards, jaguars, pumas, 
and cheetahs (Not cougars which are native and 
already regulated under ch. 169). 
The bill also prohibits an owner of such a cat 
to charge a fee for photographing or fi lming the 
animal. The bill requires DNR to maintain an 
electronic database that includes the information 
provided by the owner and to provide the infor-
mation concerning each large cat to the county in 
which the cat is located. Finally, the bill requires 
the Department of Commerce to promulgate rules 
establishing minimum standards for enclosures 
in which these large cats are kept.  Introduced by 
Representative Albers. Referred to Assembly NR 
Committee.  No further action or hearings held as 
of 8-1-07.

• AB 359 - Relating to: the preference systems for 
issuing bobcat hunting and trapping permits and 
fi sher and otter trapping permits. Under this bill, 
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for bobcat hunting and trapping permits, fi sher 
trapping permits, and otter trapping permits, an 
applicant may apply under the system for a permit 
or may apply for only a preference point if he 
or she is not seeking a permit for the upcoming 
season. DNR then gives a preference point to 
each person who applies for just a preference 
point and to each permit applicant who is not 
selected.  Intro. by Rep. Gunderson and referred to 
Assembly NR committee. Public hearing was held 
on 7-18-07.           

 
• AB 401 - Relating to: effective date of an archery 

hunting license for deer.  Current law, with limited 
exceptions, prohibits a person who is issued a deer 
hunting license that authorizes hunting deer with a 
bow and arrow during the open deer bow hunting 
season from using the license until three days 
after it is issued.  This bill repeals this prohibition.  
Intro. by Rep. Hraychuck and referred to 
Assembly NR committee.  No action or hearings 
held as of 8-1-07.

• AB 422 - Relating to: issuing annual vehicle 
admission receipts for motor buses for entry to 
state parks and other vehicle admission areas 
under the jurisdiction of the DNR.  Under current 
law, DNR issues daily stickers for buses, but may 
not issue
annual stickers. This bill requires DNR to issue 
annual stickers for buses from Wisconsin and 
from other states and sets fees for these stickers. 
Intro. by Rep. Bies and referred to committee on 
Tourism, Recreation and State Properties.  No 
hearings held as of 8-1-07.

• AB 454 - Relating to: the DNR issuing Federal 
hunting, fi shing, and trapping approvals 
and stamps.  This bill authorizes the federal 
government to enter into a contract with DNR so 
that Ft. McCoy permits and Federal Migratory 
bird stamps may be issued through ALIS.  Intro. 
by Rep. Musser and referred to Assembly NR 
committee.  No action or hearings held as of 8-1-
07.

Selected 2007  Senate Bills – Introduced from 1-1-07 
through 8-1-07  Related to: Natural Resources, State 
Parks, Law Enforcement & Recreational Vehicles 

• SB 16 - Relating to:  personal fl otation devices be 
worn by children under age 13 on boats under 26 
ft.  Introduced by Senator Sullivan and referred to 
Environment and Natural Resources committee. 
Passed by full assembly with a vote of 22-11 on 5-
9-07.  Sent to Assembly and referred to committee 
on Tourism, Recreation and State Properties. See 
AB 45.

• SB 27 - Relating to: releasing persons arrested for 
certain offenses related to OWI.  Under this bill, a 
person may only be released to his or her attorney, 
spouse, relative, or other responsible adult if the 
attorney, spouse, relative, or other responsible 
adult accepts legal responsibility for the actions 
of the arrested person for 12 hours after the time 
that the person was arrested. In addition, the bill 
requires a law enforcement offi cer to seize or 
immobilize the vehicle used in the incident that 
gave rise to the arrest for 12 hours, except that, if 
the vehicle is the only vehicle owned or leased by 
any member of the arrested person’s household, 
the offi cer may release the vehicle to a member 
of the household. Introduced by Senator Lassa.  
Referred to Judiciary and Corrections committee. 

No action or hearings held as of 8-1-07.
• SB 29 - Relating to: increasing the recycling 

fee imposed on the disposal of solid waste.  
Introduced by Senator Jauch.  Referred to 
Environment and Natural Resources committee. 
No action or hearings held as of 8-1-07.

• SB 43 - Relating to: pointing a fi rearm at or 
towards a law enforcement offi cer.  Current law 
prohibits a person from intentionally pointing a 
fi rearm at or towards a law enforcement offi cer 
who is acting in an offi cial capacity.  This bill 
prohibits a person from intentionally pointing an 
object at or towards a law enforcement offi cer 
who is acting in an offi cial capacity if the law 
enforcement offi cer may reasonably believe that 
the object is a fi rearm   Intro. by Senator Robson.  
Referred to Judiciary and Corrections committee. 
Public Hearing held on July 24, 2007.  Also see 
AB 135

• SB 49 - Relating to:  free access to state parks 
and state trails by certain disabled veterans and 
former prisoners of war.  Introduced by Senator 
Lehman.  Referred to Veterans and Military 
Affairs, Biotechnology and Financial Institutions 
Committee. Public hearing held on 4-3-07.  Passed 
5-0 by committee on 5-24-07 and available for 
scheduling on full fl oor of the Senate.

• SB 56 - Relating to: fees charged to qualifi ed lake 
associations for certain permits to control aquatic 
plants.  Introduced by Senator Breske.  Referred 
to Environment and Natural Resources committee. 
No action or hearings held as of 8-1-07.

• SB 81 – Relating to: greenhouse gases.  The bill 
requires the DNR to promulgate rules requiring 
the monitoring and reporting of greenhouse 
gas emissions by signifi cant sources of those 
emissions. DNR would be required to make rules 
implementing the interim measures, to take effect 
no later than January 1, 2011. Intro. by Senator 
Miller and referred to committee on Environment 
and Natural Resources.  No Hearings held as of 
8-1-07. Also see AB 157.

• SB 97 – Relating to: conservation wardens 
employed by the Great Lakes Indian Fish 
and Wildlife Commission. Intro. by JOINT 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL and referred to the 
Environment and Natural Resources.  Public 
hearing held on 5-23-07.  Passed 5-0 by 
committee.  Available for scheduling before full 
Senate.

• SB 104 - Relating to: requiring fi rearms 
restrictions record searches for certain transfers 
of handguns involving residents of Milwaukee 
County.  This bill requires that if a resident of 
Milwaukee County is a party to a transfer of a 
handgun and no fi rearms dealer is involved in the 
transfer, a fi rearms restrictions record search must 
be conducted on the transferee before the handgun 
may be transferred. Under the bill, the transferee 
must request a fi rearms restrictions record search 
through a fi rearms dealer. The fi rearms dealer 
must submit the search request to DOJ and must 
provide notice of the search results to the person 
transferring the handgun, as identifi ed by the 
transferee.   Intro. by Senators Coggs and referred 
to committee on Labor, Elections and Urban 
Affairs.  Public hearing held on 5-29-07. 

• SB 110 - Relating to: DNR revealing e-mail 
addresses of subscribers. Current law authorizes 
the DNR to refuse to reveal
names and addresses of persons who subscribe 
to its periodicals and other publications. This 

bill authorizes DNR to also refuse to reveal the 
e-mail addresses of persons who subscribe to 
its periodicals and other publications.  Intro. by 
Senator Kreitlow.  Passed by both Senate and 
Assembly and presented to the Governor on 5-29-
2007.  Signed into law:  Date of enactment: May 
30, 2007.  Date of publication : June 13, 2007.  
Took effect as 2007 WISCONSIN ACT 12 on 
June 14, 2007.

• SB 119 - Relating to: ballast water management.  
This bill requires a person who operates an 
oceangoing vessel that uses a port in this state 
to obtain a permit from the DNR.  To obtain a 
permit, the person must demonstrate to DNR that 
the vessel in not capable of taking on ballast water 
or that the vessel is equipped with technology that 
DNR determines will prevent the introduction of 
aquatic nuisance species into the Great Lakes. A 
person who operates an oceangoing vessel without 
a permit or operates in violation of a permit is 
subject to a forfeiture of up to $25,000 for each 
day of violation.  Introduced by Senators Cowles 
and referred to committee on Environment and 
Natural Resources.  Public hearing held on 5-23-
07. 

• SB 127 - Relating to: removal of abandoned 
dams.  This bill requires that, prior to beginning 
any of these procedures required for removal of 
a dam, the DNR must consider the results the 
dam removal will have on the safety, health, and 
welfare of the persons who will be affected by the 
removal.  Introduced by Senators Leibham and 
referred to committee on Environment and Natural 
Resources.  No action or hearings held as of 8-1-
07. 

• SB 137 - Relating to: access to employment 
records of candidates for law enforcement 
positions. Introduced by Senators Leibham and 
referred to committee on Labor, Elections and 
Urban Affairs.   No action or hearings held as of 
8-1-07.

• SB 158 - Relating to:  lightweight utility vehicles 
(LUV’s).  This bill creates a new classifi cation 
of vehicles called “lightweight utility vehicle 
(LUV).” An LUV is an engine-driven device 
that has a gross weight of more than 700 pounds 
but not more than 1,999 pounds that is designed 
to travel on four or more low-pressure tires, is 
equipped with a cargo area, and is used primarily 
off a highway. The bill applies many of the 
same rules of the road to operators of LUV’s 
that are applicable to the operators of other 
motor vehicles, including obedience to traffi c 
signs and signals, rules regarding making turns, 
parking, and approaching other vehicles, and 
the prohibition against operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated or with a prohibited alcohol or other 
drug concentration.  The bill places restrictions 
on the operation of a LUV that are similar to the 
restrictions placed on operating an ATV.   No 
one may operate a LUV on any highway, unless 
authorized by DOT, except under the following 
circumstances:  1. The LUV is owned by a 
municipality, state agency, or public utility and 
the operator is performing emergency or offi cial 
functions in a manner that does not jeopardize 
safety.  2. The operator is performing a land 
surveying operation in a manner that does not 
jeopardize safety.  3. The operator is at least 16 
years old, and he or she is crossing a roadway, 
bridge, culvert, or railway.  4. The operator is 
at least 16 years old, and he or she is operating 
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the lightweight utility vehicle on a roadway that 
is seasonally not maintained for motor vehicle 
traffi c, or he or she is operating on a roadway 
that is designated as a route for ATV’s or LUV’s.  
The bill distinguishes LUV’s from golf carts or 
low speed vehicles.  Intro. by Senator Jauch and 
referred to committee on  Transportation, Tourism 
and Insurance. Public hearing held 7-31-07, but no 
further action as of 8-1-07.  Also see AB 303. 

• SB 161 - Relating to: naming the state trail 
system.  Under current law, state parks are either 
named in the statutes or are named  by the state 
legislature. The state park system consists of all of 
the state parks and a system of the state trails. This 
bill names the state trail system the “Aldo Leopold 
Legacy Trail System.”   Intro. by Senator Miller.  
Passed by full Senate on 5-9-07 and referred to 
Assembly NR Committee which held a Public 
Hearing on 5-30-07.  See AB 284.

• SB 166 - Relating to: issuance of turkey, goose 
and other special deer hunting permits to residents 
of Wisconsin who are in active service in the U.S. 
armed forces outside the state but who are on 
furlough or leave within the state. Not required 
to apply by a deadline to get a permit or license.  
Introduced by Senator Decker and referred to 
Environment and Natural Resources Committee.  
Passed 5-0 by the committee and available for 
scheduling on the Senate Floor. See AB 131

• SB 169 - Relating to: the regulation of piers and 
wharves in navigable waters and increasing the 
motorboat gas tax payment to the conservation 
fund for fi scal years 2007-08, 2008-09, and 
2009-10.  Intro. by Senator Breske and referred 
to committee on Environment and Natural 
Resources.  No action or hearings held as of 8-1-
07.   Also see AB 297.

• SB 185 - Relating to: trespass by operators of 
snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles, and other 
off-road vehicles; increasing the appropriations 
for certain all-terrain vehicle programs; fees 
for registration of all-terrain vehicles for public 

and private use, fees for commercial all-terrain 
vehicle certifi cates, and fees for nonresident all-
terrain vehicle trail passes; creating an all-terrain 
vehicle damage claim program; the all-terrain 
vehicle gas tax payment; promulgation of rules to 
establish standards and procedures for certifying 
the designation of all-terrain vehicle routes and 
trails; the display of all-terrain vehicle registration 
numbers; creating an individual income tax 
check off for trails that are not open to motorized 
vehicles; creating a non-motorized trails program; 
and requiring a certifi cate of title for an all-terrain 
vehicle. Introduced by JOINT LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL and referred to committee on 
Transportation, Tourism and Insurance.  No Senate 
Hearings as of 8-1-07. 

• SB 197 - Relating to: restrictions on the use and 
sale of fertilizer containing phosphorus and other 
lawn fertilizer. This bill generally prohibits the 
application of fertilizer that contains phosphorus 
to lawns, golf courses, and other mowed grassy 
areas (turf). The prohibition does not apply to 
land used for agricultural production. The bill 
authorizes the use of fertilizer that contains 
phosphorus to establish grass during the fi rst 
growing season. The bill also authorizes the 
application of fertilizer containing phosphorus to 
an area if a soil test shows that the soil in the area 
is defi cient in phosphorus. The bill prohibits the 
application of fertilizer to turf when the ground 
is frozen. The bill also prohibits the application 
of lawn fertilizer to an impervious surface and 
requires a person who spills lawn fertilizer onto 
an impervious surface to immediately remove 
the fertilizer.    Introduced by Senator Miller and 
referred to committee on Environment and Natural 
Resources.  No Senate Hearings as of 8-1-07.  

• SB 198 - Relating to: effective date of an archery 
hunting license for deer.  Current law, with limited 
exceptions, prohibits a person who is issued a deer 
hunting license that authorizes hunting deer with a 
bow and arrow during the open deer bow hunting 

season from using the license until three days 
after it is issued.  This bill repeals this prohibition.  
Intro. by Senator Miller and referred to committee 
on Environment and Natural Resources.  No 
action or Senate hearings as of 8-1-07.

• SB 199 - Relating to: adding a circuit court branch 
in Barron, Chippewa, Dodge, Green, Juneau, 
Monroe, and St. Croix counties.  Introduced by 
Senator Taylor and referred to committee on 
Judiciary and Corrections.  No action or Senate 
hearings as of 8-1-07.

• SB 230 – Relating to: group hunting by archers 
for antlerless deer.  This bill authorizes certain 
persons hunting in a group with bows and arrows 
also to kill a deer for another member of the 
group. Under the bill,  a group deer hunting party 
using bows and arrows may kill antlerless deer 
for another member of the group.   Introduced 
by Senator Decker and referred to committee on 
Environment and Natural Resources.  No action or 
Senate hearings as of 8-1-07.

• SB 235 – Relating to: appeals from the 
determination that a body of water is navigable, 
mapping of navigable streams, the exemption 
for certain drainage ditches from certain permit 
requirements, notices in forms for building 
permit applications and for offers to purchase 
real property regarding wetlands and navigable 
streams, and requiring the exercise of rule-making 
authority.  Introduced by JOINT LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL and referred to committee on 
Environment and Natural Resources. No action or 
Senate hearings as of 8-1-07. 

• SB 241 – Relating to: Renaming of Whitefi sh 
Dunes State Park. This bill renames by statute 
Whitefi sh Dunes State Park to be Governor John 
W. Reynolds Whitefi sh Dunes State Park. Intro. 
by Senator A. Lasee and referred to committee on 
Environment and Natural Resources.  No action or 
Senate hearings as of 8-1-07. 

The 2007 learn-to-hunt turkey program  with the Lincoln County Sportsmen’s Club was a big success.

Photo submitted by Warden Rick Peters
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The Wisconsin Conservation Warden Association has col-
lected the best recipes from association members, family and 
friends and compiled them into an attractive keepsake cook-
book.   

The book contains 200 recipes with an emphasis on “the 
wild.”  Some examples include appetizers of pickled fi sh; 
side dishes made with wild rice, mushrooms and 

squash; main dishes made with 
duck, grouse, fi sh and desserts 
with wild berries and rhubarb.  
There is also a “This and 
That” section with special 
seasonings, marinades and 
brines.   In addition to the 
great recipes, this one-of-
a- kind cookbook contains 
historical pictures and 
information about the Wis-
consin Warden Force.   

The cost of the cook-
book is $12.  All funds 
raised from the sales of 
the cookbooks will go 
to support scholarships, 
grants and educational 
programs.

Cookbooks can 
be ordered using the 

form below.  Please 
complete the form and send with a check 

payable to WCWA for the number of books you would 
like.  Books will be distributed by your local WCWA represen-
tative or sent to you in the mail. 

Thank you for supporting the Wisconsin Conservation 
Warden Association.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Send this form with check made payable to WCWA to:
Jessica Jung, 6051 Redpine Drive, Rhinelander, WI 54501.

 Please send me _______ copies of Favorites from the Field 
at $12.00 per copy. 

 I have enclosed a check for $_____________ payable to 
WCWA.  

Name: _________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

City: _____________________    State:_____ Zip: _____

Favorites 
from the Field

Brule Archery 
Course has 
many supporters
By Brad Biser

The Brule archery course, built along the Afterhours Ski 
Trail on the Brule River State Forest, was built under the prem-
ise and ideology of “If you build it, they will come.”

The 29-station walk-through archery range, fi rst discussed 
at a public meeting in September 2004, offers a challenge to 
both novice and experienced archers since targets are placed at 
various distances and angles.

In addition to the 29 targets, the Brule Archery Club just 
purchased fi ve GlenDel full-sized 3D buck targets, thanks to 
the genorosity of  the Wisconsin Conservation Warden Associa-
tion, Field Logic of Superior and a private individual.

The club will use the 3D targets for its youth programs.
Additionally, the Brule Archery Club plans to focus on 

educating and training youth and new archers and hunters 
through hands-on experience. The Brule Archery range will 
complement the archery curriculum offered at some of the area 
schools. 

The archery range has also met a request to provide another 
compatible recreational opportunity on the Brule River State 
Forest. The public desires a more natural venue for shooting 
and this is done at this location. The archery range has restored 
a historical opportunity on the state forest.  In the past there 
were three ranges or courses on the property.

I hope to accomplish many objectives with the bow range:
• Strengthen state and local cooperation and understanding
• Provide opportunities to engage in the sports of hunting, 

fi shing and other outdoor activities
• Support wildlife conservation programs
• Encourage the practice of good sportsmanship and compli-

ance with game laws
• Promote hunter safety education
There is no charge for people to use the course, although 

people are encouraged to give a donation or become a club 
member for $20. The Brule Archery Club uses donations and 
membership fees to offset the cost of materials, targets, trails 
and labor.  

Letters supporting this course have been received from The 
Ruffed Grouse Society, The Izaak Walton League, The Douglas 
County Fish and Game League, The Gitche Gumee Chapter 
of the National Wild Turkey Federation, The Brule Valley Ski 
Club, and the ABC Sportsman’s Club.

BRAD BISER is the Brule Archery Club president and a 
Wisconsin conservation warden.
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By Kevin Feind
My interest in wild turkeys was sparked in 1986 when, in 

my wildlife class at UW-Stevens Point’s College of Natural 
Resources, I helped process 27 trapped turkeys that were to 
be moved from the Tower Hill State Park area to Jefferson 
County.  I started studying the biology and behavior of the bird 
in the fi eld and by reading books and magazines.

Then, in 1989, I started turkey hunting in Lafayette County, 
east of Darlington.  On May 12, I harvested a three-year-old 
longbeard at about 11:45 a.m.  I’ll never forget it, for we had 
to have it registered by 1 p.m. and we were a mile from the 
vehicle.  It was the last day of the fourth and fi nal period.

I’ve been hunting turkeys ever since and have worked hard 
at perfecting my calling abilities.  I’ve competed in a few small 
calling contests, and won the Wisconsin Bowhunters Asso-
ciation 1997 turkey calling contest.  I mainly use the mouth 
diaphragm and slate calls, and like combining them to sound 
like two hens at a time.  For the last three years I’ve been one 
of two Quaker Boy Pro Staff members for Wisconsin.  To 
date, I’ve documented calling in over 400 turkeys to within 
40 yards.  Besides Wisconsin, I’ve hunted in South Dakota, 
Oklahoma, Minnesota and Michigan.  I’ve harvested three 
Merriams, one Rio Grande, and numerous Eastern subspecies.  

I harvested my best bird on May 6, 2004 with a bow and arrow; it 
scored 71.3500 points, is currently ranked 43rd nationally  for an 
Eastern subspecies taken with a bow.

In 1995, I joined the National Wild Turkey Federation.  In 
1997, I was on the fi rst banquet committee for the Marshfi eld 
Area Gobblers.  Turkey hunting was very new in central Wiscon-
sin, and those in Clark County where I worked as a full-time po-
lice offi cer, thought I was crazy for hunting such a critter.  I was 
hired as the ranger for the Brule River State Forest in fall 1997.  
Coming to an area that didn’t have turkeys was a little strange for 
me, but made me determined to someday be involved in getting 
birds released.  I joined the Gitchee Gumme Chapter in 1998, and 
served as president from 2000 to 2005.   

Like most DNR offi cers, I don’t get a chance to hunt much 
in the fall, so turkey hunting in the spring has become quite an 
annual event for me.  I greatly enjoy taking youths and fi rst-time 
hunters out.  I feel educating them about these fascinating bird 
adds to their hunting experience and teaches them how to hunt on 
their own.  I’ve been a volunteer turkey hunter education instruc-
tor since 1994, and a volunteer hunter education instructor since 

1992.  I coordinated the Learn to Turkey Hunt for Zone 46 in 
2006 and 2007.  

In 2003, I worked with DNR Wildlife Manager Greg Kessler 
to coordinate a turkey release in Bayfi eld and Douglas counties. 
As chapter president, I led a fund-raising endeavor over eight 
weeks to raise the needed $5,000 local money to support the 
$15,000 release project. 

On March 4, 2004, we released our fi rst turkeys.  By invit-
ing the fourth and fi fth graders from Solon Springs Elementary 
School, we were able to have more than 50 children help open 
boxes at one of the release sites.  I had given them a one-hour 
biology PowerPoint presentation a week earlier to educate them 
about turkeys.  It was a major undertaking to coordinate the 
capture of the birds  in Langlade, Marathon and Lincoln counties 
with their release in Bayfi eld and Douglas counties.  But I also 
kept busy making sure the media, elementary schools, chapter 
volunteers, DNR personnel, Conservation Congress delegates, 
and local landowners were able to get to the release sites.  Oh, I 
didn’t mention that on the night before, I was coordinating the 
annual NWTF membership banquet in Superior.

In 2006, Zone 46 had its fi rst spring turkey season.  To com-
memorate this historic event, I coordinated the fi rst Learn to 
Hunt Turkeys session in Douglas County.  Prior to 2006, Douglas 
County never had a record of a turkey being legally hunted in the 
history of Wisconsin.  The group of 16 youth participants had a 
wonderful time, learned a great deal, and harvested four turkeys.  
We made history that year.  We had the fi rst person to harvest a 

A passion for turkey hunting

ADD A PASSION for turkey hunting and woodworking and Kevin 
Feind is proof of what you can get.

Continued on next page
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turkey in Burnett and Douglas counties, as 
well as a fi rst woman to harvest a bird in 
Douglas County.

Turkeys are quite a passion with me.  My 
other passion is woodworking.  I’ve been 
a woodworker since I was in junior high 
school.  My love of working with a variety of 
woods and my love of turkey hunting came 
together in 2006 when I built my fi rst turkey 
box call.  I developed my own unique design 
by using a French curve in my lid.  The bases 
of my calls also have French curve lines that 
allow the call to be comfortable in the left 
hand.  I enjoy using woods from Wisconsin-
grown trees, though for special orders, I use 
what the customer wants and is available.  
Most of my call making occurs in the winter 
when I can extend my turkey passion to the 
off season.  In January of 2007, I entered my 
fi rst call in the NWTF Midwest Call Com-

petition, held in Middleton, and received an 
honorable mention, or fourth place, in my 
division.

I’ve made a turkey call for the youth hunt-
ing raffl e. The donated call has high-grade 
cherry sides grown from trees outside of 
Neillsville. The ends are made of butternut, 
also from Clark County, and are tipped with 
a small piece of maple.  The base is but-
ternut layered with Lafayette County-grown 
American Walnut.  The fi ve-piece lid is made 
of Birdseye maple from Iron County, and 
walnut and red oak that came from a Brule 
River State Forest tree that had fallen over a 
hiking trail.  The walnut came from a tree I 
cut down myself on a friend’s property where 
I turkey hunt.

Kevin Feind is a ranger at the Brule River 
State Forest and a special warden.

Raffl e to raise funds 
for youth programs
We will be having a raffl e to raise 
funds for the youth hunting pro-
grams. Donations of prizes are still 
being sought; tickets will be printed 
and sent out to members once we 
have a nice variety of prizes. The 
price will be $2 per ticket or 3 for 
$5. For information, contact Kathy 
Oginski at koginski@pctcnet.net.

By Ben Mott
The learn-to-hunt program (LTH) 

provides a framework for conservation 
organizations to pass on knowledge of the 
outdoors to novice hunters in their com-
munity.  New hunters in the LTH program 
learn how to hunt for a game animal under 
the close guidance and supervision of an 
experienced mentor. In the fall and spring 
of 2006-2007 the learn-to-hunt program 
helped introduce more than 800 novice 
hunters, those with less than two years 
hunting experience, to the sport of hunt-
ing. 

This fall provides a plethora of oppor-
tunities to introduce someone to the Wis-
consin hunting tradition.  Learn-to-hunt 
applications are coming in from all over 
Wisconsin for black bear, ring-necked 
pheasant, deer and waterfowl. If there is 
not currently a LTH program near you, 
the Wisconsin DNR suggests fi nding a 
conservation organization near you to start 
one.  These programs strive to provide a 
quality fi rst hunt, while teaching the basics 
and safety; together these goals ensure the 
future of Wisconsin’s hunting population. 

Pheasant hunts, for example, are great 
for conservation organizations to host. The 
training day required for a pheasant hunt 
focuses on the basics of wing shooting, 
safety, zones of fi re, gun handling while 
moving, shoot/don’t shoot scenarios, and 
more. The Poynette game farm helps make 

pheasant hunts possible by providing 
pheasants for LTH events. 

Over the past year, WDNR’s Bu-
reaus of Wildlife and Law Enforcement 
have worked together to revise the LTH 
informational booklet. This book contains 

program changes and current applications, 
along with general LTH information. For 
more information, a booklet, or to hear a 
presentation on the learn-to-hunt program 
contact Ben Mott at Benjamin.mott@
wisconsin.gov or (608) 444-1244.

Learn-to-hunt programs pass on knowledge

BEN MOTT talks about learn to hunt program opportunities.
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Conservation Warden Robert Stroess 
of Manitowoc received an Achievement 
Award at the Manitowoc County Conser-
vationists Hall of Fame banquet at Club 
Bil-Mar in Manitowoc on March 1. 

Stroess started his career as a conser-
vation warden in Manitowoc in December 
2000, and has gone above and beyond his 
job responsibilities.  He is a conservation 
warden 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  
Even when he is on vacation in another 
county or state, he is dedicated to the con-
servation of resources. 

For example, while on vacation in the 
Great Smokey Mountains, he saw some-
one destroying a tree. He took pictures of 
the person, the tree and possible vehicles.  
He then met with the ranger to give a 
detailed statement. 

He is an approachable person who 
always takes time to answer questions.  
He often gets stopped while shopping and 
never hesitates to take the time to answer 
someone’s question.  

He is dedicated to educating the public.  
He started the “Ask the Warden” column 
in the Manitowoc Herald Times Reporter.  
Through this, he is able to reach a wide 
audience and is able to inform the public 
about laws, clarify rumors and answer 
questions.  

Stroess is also able to educate the 
public by attending all of the conservation 

club meetings in the county.  He 
prides himself on developing re-
lationships with the community.  

He takes the time to make 
presentations at schools, service 
organizations and youth organi-
zations, much of which he does 
on his own time.  He spends 
a great deal of time making 
sure that his presentations are 
interesting, informative and age 
appropriate. 

For three years, he has 
helped out with the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Sheboygan 
County summer camp at Camp 
Sinawa.  He developed a fi shing 
clinic for approximately 60 kids 
each year. He not only showed up all three 
days, but he taught the kids how to cast 
and, most importantly, helped them have 
a fun experience that they normally would 
not have had. 

One year, he also volunteered his time 
to help children build birdhouses depend-
ing on what type of bird they would like to 
attract.  Another year, he volunteered his 
time putting together and facilitating an 
animal tracks program.  

Stroess also takes the time to educate 
those who are interested in a career in the 
outdoors.  He has provided internships to 
two students from the University of Wis-

consin-Stevens Point and allowed many 
people to ride along while he is working.

In addition, he has received four 
Chief’s Awards for major cases that he has 
worked on.  He has been selected to do  
investigations that have included traveling 
to other states.  He also has been involved 
in many other fi shing clinics, Buck Fever 
Night, Eagles Club trapping and fur bear-
ing management programs, Two Rivers 
Junior Police Class, career day at Lincoln 
High School and other school and public 
education efforts.  

Robert and his wife, Kelly, also 
recently became parents to a daughter, 
Hallie May.  

Stroess receives achievement award

Warden Robert Stroess poses with some young anglers and 
their catch.
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